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Juny 5th, 1895.)

z}xrpa%, one which sha}l abide with us in the futyre, and
remain the Canadian emblem on the British flag.”

OW, with all due deference to Dr. Sandford Fleming—for
0‘111 I have the greatest respect— could these remarks apply
natidl f‘St?fl‘ 7 Has. a star ever been associated with the
adOHdl life work of our country? (Except as the rebel-
0 cgoeuOf republicanism, as pointed olit,. by Mr. Chadwick).
nitedrz?’ we know that the nm-ple tree is to be found- in the
undoulyt ::iates and that stars Shl'llt' over Canada, but it is an
8“ggeqt‘? fact t.ha_b, to Caynadmns, a “star-flag 7 1s always
“ch.o?e of the neighbouring republic; and we should lose
3 fraot, our identity were we to discard the Maple L_eil,f for
B in(()ln of the pepper-box corner of the flag of the Union.
ﬁent; o E&J_, news 't() most of us t‘hat .th? Ma.ple_Leaf repre-
coloyy ? zmlr_lo only! Asto l)r.}‘lemmg s_ob']e(.:tlons to .the
WOuld’f ‘tnnk that a green leaf on a Whlt(.i (hﬁc or Shll(%l d
ima, o1 ll: one of the nm,st conspicuous devices it is possible
cordip, gl?L; it is nature’s everlasting colour, s_ymbohf: (ac-
“ cha, g. O.th(* latest work of reference) Qf: that which is
aracterized by strength or youthful vigor ; undecayed,

ourishs

m_ik‘*hlng, fresh as, green old age.” Mr. Barlow Cumberland
g . >
s the nail on the head when he says that the Maple

Jedi Izl?h‘eudy the ﬂug emblewn of Cznmda,.nnd th'a.t if there.
the arm:ng% the Leaf should l)'e‘ the C(;gmmnce in pla.c:e of
ankee;'b ‘1‘1 my last letter to lm'«: Week, T spoke Qt th(_a
eir (m Od%tlng that we were obliged to copy a portion of
ddl)kim RY'IPI‘, em(ll the ink was sczn'csaly dry wh.en the /’.hz/(z]-’
in a4, " ' 0/(‘{ sald that we were .domg @ “(lehgh.tfu] thing
Ming Eo ng the same tlag, w.hlle we were ma.kmg up our
one .]‘2111 he.aart“zmd hand with the United States ; that
all, toyt}? e }Vl]] {undoubtedly be u’sided, seven points and
Woulq « ‘}e. Mi“'_ Npangled Banner, s \'vhel'e our little star
before!”h ine \V.ltl} a lus'bro and brilliancy it never knew
our pe‘o | leps it is, as might be expected, because some of
erié;gl? wish to see. bhe'star emblem on our .ﬂa.g, the
itica) (;r; {latqmlly, imagine that we are anxious .for.
that g, . "fXILtlprl; but they need not insult us by saying
“ Wii] )u1y national ensign will ])e”cr()\\:ned w1b!1 a glory
iate then'ed‘ (jr before have known ! W e Canadians repu-
nder ‘Ll ded:; for we knqw that there is a glory that is
Oéiaté(j( nd l(l, lustre that is far more brnl.ha.nt, ever to be
" thoyg, with tl}l}e flag we l.oyo ) dez.u']y, which has “braved
Sand years ”—-the ritish Ensign.
Galt, J . H. Srexcer HowkLL.
» June 29th.

S UPPER CANADA COLLEGE.
Il{,,,

bemeg ""Thg impending catastrophe, as I fear it must he
by 0 4 of Upper Canada College, will be deplored not
Boys alone.

Which, iq Upper Canada College has a history
attachr: valuable in an unhistoric country ; it is a centre of

Ording, e“IES ar}d V:'Lssociations, while the pupils of one of our
Wards t}" Public Schools, whatever may be their feelings to-
Wardy theu' teacher, have, I suppose, little more feeling to-
: © school than one has towards a telegraph office or

re : - TR
of whi:’}f&tlon. It is about the only institution hy means
Wealt}, th our wealthy class can pay to the common-
W € most precious of all their tributes, that of youths

withoutvre undergone the very best attainable education
overa‘%rigél‘d to mere commercial results. It has more-
Morg pe, u}aln measure of educat.,lonal. independence and is
ang lesf flted by the general intelligence of the country
We &e‘ Y a bureuucmcy than the ordinary High School.
taken q:)ll?bsce in the bureaucratic machine which may be
rolleq ¢ unalterably established ; but we do not want to
quite flat.
ollegesfﬁﬁls too probable, after what has happened, that the
Joardep, Ul commence the next term with about a score of
lllst!‘uet,i. ,In fact, as matters now stand, it isdoomed. The
Such 5 Onin our High Schools has now been brought up to
large Point that we can hardly expect parents to incur a
chi 1tio: a] expense for the sake of withdrawing their
1 from the High School and sending them to a Col-
Convulsions,
osgshce to the members of the Managing Board requires
Act op ¥ that duties have been imposed upon them by the
Decteq ¢ arliament which they could not he reasonably ex-
by is O perform. Most of them are men of business whose

Idrey,
e iy

e j >
tioy, Blﬂuch occupied, and nooe of them are experts in educa-
yare calledupon by the Act of Parliament alinost
Their ordinary duties should have been

ut the

Tay the College_

THE WEEK.

761

limited, as those of English Boards of Trustees practically
are, to the supervision of the finance. )

This, however, will not account for so extraordinary a
step as the abrupt and ignominious dismissal of the princi-
pal and whole staft of the College without explanation or
specific charge of any kind. Tt must surely have been evident
to the members of the Board that they would thereby shatter
public confidence and brimg on the disaster which has en-
sued.  The Government, 1 believe, has a veto on all the pro-
ceedings of the Board. Why did it not interpose 7 Tts ac- -
quiescence gives colour to the suspicion—which T hope, how-
ever, is entirely unfounded--that it wishes to be rid of the
financial difficulties connected with the College, and was not
unwilling that the Board of Management should cut the
knot.

The College, it is to be feared, has now little chance of
life, unless the management can he at once transferred to
the hands of men whose names are sufheiently well known
in connection with education to regain the confidence of the
public. Tt seems that there are nearly seven thousand Old
Boys.  Among that number surely a sufticient body of com-
petent managers could be found.

If Upper Canada College falls, our wealthy men will
very likely be led to send more of their boys to Knglish
schools, a practice, which, with all my respect and affection
for English places of education, T cannot help thinking in-
jurious to boys who are destined to pass their lives in Can-
ada as well as to this country. GOLDWIN Syiri.

Toronto, June 29th, 1895,

THEI PROPOSED QUADRI-CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION.

Sik,-—Tt is very gratifying to know that preparations
are being made for the fitting celebration of the 400th anni-
versary of the discovery of this continent by Sebastian
Cabot, on the 24th June, 1897 ; and I am quite suve that
the people of the Dominion at least will be extremely grate-
ful to Mr. Howland and his associates for assuring them of
the opportunity for assisting in so agreeable an event.

But whilst T say this, may T be permitted to correct
several historical errors in the committee’s programme which
appear to me to have crept into it, perhaps quite accident-
ally. In Mr. Howland’s letter to you, published last week,
that gentleman, as chairman of the committee, states that
“on the 24th of June, 1497, John Cabot sighted that
extreme eastern part of Nova Scotia known as Cape Breton.
It was the first discovery of the continent of America
authoritatively recorded in history.” There are several mis-
takes in this quotation from Mr. Howland’s letter which I
desire to rectify. (1) There is no historical record to be
found anywhere that John Cabot ever visited any part of
this continent. (2) It wag his son, Sebastian Cabot, who
effected its discovery on the 24th June, 1497. (3) Nor is there
any record anywhere to be found that Cape Breton was the first
point of Cabot’s contact with the continent. There is,however,
abundant evidence that, in that day, Sebastian Cabot, in com-
mand of an expedition composed of five vessels, manned by
about 300 men, “ caught the first glimpse of Terra Nova”
(Newfoundland) ; that he gave the promontory which he
first sighted the name of Prima Vista (now Cape Bonavista) ;
and that “1n such abundance were fish discovered in its
waters that Sebastian called the country-Boccalieu,” a name
borne by an island in its neighborhood to this day, which
T have visited more than once. As Pedley says in his his-
tory*, “the explorers then proceeded southward and west-
ward, taking observations of Nova Scotia and a considerable
part of the coast,” and necessarily of Cape Breton TIsland, its
outlying north-eastern extremity. From the same history I
quote the following * extracts from an account of the privy
purse expenses of Henry VIL, now amongst MSS. of the
British Museum,” and ¢ copied from a note to Anderson’s
History of the Colonial Church (vol. i. p. 8) :” the payments
being made at periods immediately and some time after the
return of the Cabotian expedition :

1497, Aug. 10.—To him that found the New Isle, 10/,

1498, March 24, —To Lancelot Thirkell, of London, upon a pres-
ent for his ship going towards the New Islande, 20/.

April 1.—To Thomas Bradley and Lancelot Thirkell, going to the
New Isle, 30/

«« History of Newfoundland.” By Rev. C. Pedley. London :

Longman & Co. 1863. Pp. 53-7.




