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But the mist had net risen te the mounitains, which
deepened and glowed witb the sunset light against tbe
pale clear east.

1 suppose that ne lover of George Eliot could stand in
that spot witbout recalling that passage from the intro-
duction to Il Romola," Whbere she fanécies some miediteval
Florentine standing there loeking down on those fantiliar
Outdines, and reca"ling the turmoils and triurnpbs, thé
loves and batreds of the past.

Even George Eliot is not free, 1 think, from that cein-
'lion fanit cf over-niucb idealizing of that grim, vindictive,
mnedi:eval Florentine past, in wbîch 1 always feel se sin-
cerely thankful net te have ived.

But stili this very spot reminds one of one of the deeds
tîiat shîlne eut like gems from those dark mediteval pages. It
was Îtere, ciimbing the narrew patbway te San Miniato,
eue Good Frida>', that the yonng Ceunt Giovanni Gujal-

erte niet, unarmed and alone, the murderer of bis only
brother, against whoîn he had sworn vengeance.

The guilty mnan, seeing no hope of escape, fell on bis
kuces, and, extending bis arms cresswise, entreated niere>'
ini the name of I-ini who had dicd upon the Cross that
day.

Guatberto's sword wam stayed as he remembereil our
Lord's prayer for His murderers, and after a moment cf
fearfuil1iîîward struggîe ho reacbed eut lus baud, and
raising the nîurderer frem bis knees, bade Iiiii go in pence.
The0 tuntult cf lus spirit unstilled, bie went on bis way iîîte
tîhe church, nnd, kneeling befere the crucifix on the altar,
wept and prayed, supplicating mercy by the mere>' tbat lie
had shown. To bis excited fancy, the figure on the Cross
bowed its head in gracious answer te bis ZDprayer, anti front
that moment bis life was cbanged. Ile left tiue worid, and,
(iu'tering the Benedictine order, became a înonk at Sait
Miniato, but, being elected Prier by the brothers, lie lied
te the solitude of Vallombrosa.

'lhere i4 a pleasure ail its own in returning te a tewn
where one bas already seen the principal sigbhts. Ones
Cýonsience does net trouble one wberu inclined te take
things easil>' and te liter about a bit, and in those boiter-
ings there la an added charni in an old favourite if oee
conu (es upon it casual>'. One is walking along in ail the
discenifou.t of the Via Caîzaieli, neisiest and meost crewdeît
Of Florentine ways, when abeve a foregreund of peddlar's
eaIrts, bright witb red and blue and yeleow woollen scarves4,
or witb piles cf 'golden oranges, une secs the gray sculp-
ttured nîichecs of Or San Michele where stand in calin beauty
atnd strength Donat.eIlo's St. George, and Ghibertis St.

tephe.n, and eue pauses and hositates undecided whether
tegoIl and look agyain on the wonders of Orcagna's shriiîe

Of the Madonna, and then decides te kecp that pleasure
for annetheî. 'fleming witb a cîcarer light. Or perbaps it
i-4 theuan>' tinted mearlble walls of the cathedral tbat en(e
catches a glimpse of dewn some street vista. The other
ev(>ning 1 Wss coming dewn the Via dei Servi, narrew and
g1loOni>' ith its great dark palaces, and there at the end
b"u19 overbelad the vait buik of Bruiielîeschi's deie, its
g'reat curve deepi>' mcd in the iurid ligbt that shone tbrougli
wild storînleuds, breaking after a day of ramn. Every
piikisb and orange time stain ou the cathedral's marble
siles was, in that light, deepened to its mest intense tint,
se thac tOee ceuld on!>' stand and gaze as at sonue passing

efetofea or sky, and thon geing on one's way past the
comtparative wbiteness of the new façade, there it was
Shlliing a nd vibrating withî the fair>' iights and shadews of

eulcectrie light.
It niiight be difficuit, tbeugb I confess that 1 have

itever tried, te pass threugh that Piazza del Duemu wîth-
Out Pausing fer a frcsh gla'nce at seme one of its beauties,
thecreaînytinted bas-reliefs of Gietto's Campanile, orth
Wonderfui details of the bronze gates of tuie btiptister>',
Which Mlichel Angelo cempared te the gates of Paradise,
and which it teok Gbiberti fort>' years of toiltot finish.
Wheuever I troîl inte tbat baptister>', I become fascinated
I>' the spectacle of thq making of Christians of new-born
Florentines. Here, ever ince the waiis of the great
1),10111o rose opposite, and this first cathedral becarno the
bapitister>', vvery Florentine baby, bigh or uow, lias been
bronghit fur baptisai, and here, on a short, dark winter
afte'rîîooîî that had nircady become too sliadow>' in the
dark uburcb te afrerd eue, nmore than a gliînpse of the
utiosaies up above, we loitered te watcb one greup after
unther appreacli the fent, and one stifi' swaddled iittle
lundle after another held up to tbe sleepy-iooking prieat,
wuîe, after putting the sait in their meuths anti peuring
the water ever their heads, dried and pewdored thern ln
sucit a grandinotuierî>' fashion. Seme groupa werc quite
fesitive, with young girls te carry the long tapers, and a
s"1%lrt white siik ca-veret te threw over the baby. But

011e cous1ited of one gaunt, bare-headed woîoan, and the
little' newiy-nîtde Christian, wbicb she grasped wth one
hand, whltc he lîeid the iighted candie with the other.
The chitd kept up a sbritl, feeble wait, as thougli foreseeing
that the world weuid net weicome it over-raptureusi>'
Tute îigbted candies threw the figures of priest and ace-
lYte inito strong relief as the>' pauscd in tbe middle ef one
ceremon>' for an animated argument. We couuted four

eparate parties before we turned away.
Then in one's visits te old friends there are the galler.

les wbich are so inucli pleasanter wlien you bave lest yeur
petite awe of tbem, even of one boasting se impesing a
iname as the Uffizzi.

One dees net conscientiousiy go fromn pictiire te pic.
turc, guide-book in liand, but atrolis aîong looking eut
for old faveuirites. The glories of the Tribuna seein te
welcome one back ; the eternal youth of the Venus de

Medici and cf the Dancing Faun greet oee; the tender
pathes of Raphaelie's Madonna del Cardeiline douces te
eue wltb f resh mearing ; bis portrait of J ulins I1. and
Titîan's cf Beccadeiti enthral ene again with their abserb-
ing personalit>'. With all its grandeur the Ufflzzi is a
pleasant galler>', with none of the vault-like.glonu of the
statuar>' halls of tîte Vatican, and eue of its pleasantest
parts is that long gauler>' witb its delightful ceiling se
ricbty painted ln sixtecnth century arabesques.

How one enjeys strolling tlirough it once niore, past
those dclightfully naive, stiff, pathetie pre-Raputaeîlite
Madennas andi Annunciatieus, and martyrdonîs, witlî
their faded colouring and gilt backgrounds. Ilere are
those busts of the Roman emperers, Marcus Aurclins'
caint features anti Faustina's hnu ghty beaut>', and lier(, is
tbat lovet>' baby bcad of Nere, wbich .1 suppose few
woinen pass witlîout a sigît that lie ever grew up te ie a
mtan, and wliicit is fixed in oees mernor>' b>' Irowniuug s
hunes :

One Loes a 1aby face wi-l] viol1ets there,
id et- je det lf itîrel., liithe hair,

As i t xi ceal i>i s ittlie i cks cssuld bear

Thoen oee as te pay a visit, cf greeting tii Fra
Angetico's musical atigets in tîuir littie sid(' reemt, asud at
the saite tilue perîtapq reassure oueself titat eue(, is quite as
uuiappreciatix'e as ever of Botticelti's Birtiî cf \Tenus,
titoughu eue mnia'evor venture te acknewtedIge the facCt u
the art erities of the table ûe before eue feels ;tliat ocie
lias real>' ssid -IJew do you do" again te thie JIizzi.

M Y FIUUIV) BESII)E TRE WE8T'e'NN 8kM
x ILANF.LLE.

Mlv friend beside titi western sea,
'T'he lanîd ef flewers and paui, anui vinîe,
My wlite winged message flics te Clive.

Acroaqs thte centinent, freut uic,
Vhiere lips are ripe and rare as wiuie,

My> frieuti beside the western sen.

\Vhere skies arc sof t, the muetedy
Of wiuîds anti waters la divine,
My wltlre winged miessage flics te tdire.

Sweit tlreaniy>, languorous days bu f biui
My wisîî uon thi> sunîuîters abritw,
MI> frieuiti leside the western sea.

''Te wvary brains glad jubile,
fleýst, hîauty's banquet, ait be Chinie,
My white-winged mtessage flics te tlîce.

D)rink life'a elixir, be came free,
To waiting remuor>' give ne igu,
My f rieuîd heside the western sea,
My>'wthite wiuîged messange flics te thov.

Deci rer, Col.

A M1'8J'EJUUU( UT TlJUE ,S'TORY.

THlfE fotlowing facts were retated te nie b>'i>' ehdeu'
Ibrtiýr anid aIse b>' ni> graudmothier. The latter war-i

aun authoresa and gifted witb great ceîmeon-sense anti a
ver>' sounîl judgmnît. Man>' years ago utty parenits occu-
pied a set of chambers in the King's Bencli Walk, Temple,
Lontdon, oeeof the principal quarters of thte Londen
barristers. The>' had a maidservant who was the guilt>'
or intnocenît cause of a great deal of trouble. She was said
te have been a >'oung woinan of average inteltigence anti
cgenerail>' cerrect beliavieur. A ver>' short time after site
was cutgaged, fmom seine unoxpiained cause, uteusils antd
eccasiona'ly articles of furniture weuid mysteieusty niove
without anycue toucbiuîg them, and it waa impossibletu t
find ont the cause. Theo gir prefessed te be as puzzîed
as the reat. lu cite ef the romau there was a rather heavy
wartîrolîe, anid one day, ne eue being near, it suddenty feil
forward on te the floor, greati>' scariug my mether, for nu>'
brether had been playing in front of it ont>' a muinute
beforehand. My father liad net a grain of superetition
lu hint, and firmnl> beiieved that there was seie trieker>'
about thîe whole business. Tîtere were ne pelice lu thte
Temple at that tinte, the gates being alint at nightfall sud
watchinen 1 osted there in addition te others whe patroltt.t
around. lie tîereforo teoked eut fer and bired the strouîg-
est and braveat of the erowd te it up eue night aud arreHt
the nîysterieîus oflènder, for ho was detcrmined te flnd ont
wiîo It was that was playing these tricks.

As a preliminar>' step be primed the watchnîon witîî
ail the uneanu>' facta. The author of the IlChrenicles of
a Cia>' Farm," receuuting an attempt te persuade an
oracuîiar anti pmejudiccd farm.lbourer te use a aurveyor's
level, illustrated tlîe suspicions reluctauce of tîte >okei b>'
askinc, l 1ave yen ever observed the distrustfut mauîner
un whicb an experienced and wary old dog sîttelas at a
waspa' uteat ?" This pietures the f rame cf mmd cf tîte
statwart constable after my father bad ' peuîred the
lepreus distilment" of the uncanu>' tricks of pessible
demous inte bis car. My father had a great sense of
humeur, and 1 have ne doubt rubbed the watchîtîsn'a nose
weli into the facts. Lt muat aiso e hornoe in mind that
that was tic period of the dawning of cheap serials-

wlîich largely consisted of warlock, witch, ghost, and eut-
throat stories. If any of niy readers have ever seen one
of the old volumes of The Casket they will understand this.
As the,, constable af terwards explained, hie would cbeerf ully
face one or even two burgiars, but hie would not undertake
to tackle Old Nick - and by the tiîne that ail was ready he
tirinly lielieved thtat hie was about to interview the latter
personage and that lie, Old Nick, Ilnicant b)usiness." As

îo.st of the niysterious events had happened ini the kitchen,
the watchrnan was located there, and so placed that lie
could flot be approached from behind ; the tire was nmade
up, andl two candles placed on the kitchen table se as te
niake the place as cheerful as it could be under the
uncanny circurnstances of thte case. My father sat up inl
an adjoining rooni se as te be able to rush te the mîani'd
assistance in case of need. My readers must picturo te
theinselves the stalwart watchinan in the 01(1 fashioned

grea~cet-saffin hîind, with the old rattie of that
period, se as to be aile te sound an alarm if necessary -

listening t the beatin g of his heat otesmrtikg
of the oli fashioned eight.day dlock, and te the other
watchmen s4lowly calling out as was titeir habit as they
patrolled Il laif -past-eleven-andI-a-clouidy-nighIt." -in after
years often wlien 1I bave lain awake have .[ beard the
'(copie watclînen calling the heur and the weather.

'lo ceimfort the mnan dnring bis uncanny watcb, nmv
father sent the girl for a pot (quart) of beer ; it was
breugît, in the ordinary public lieuse pewter.pet andi piaced
upon the table in front of the watcînan. She then retired,
leax ing Iiîu te watch over the beer and things in general.
D)ickens mîakes one of bis ebaracters say " yen cannet
taste beer ini a sip," but the watchman-still in bis
chair-was pondering that inatter in a more generous
spiit when, te bis herrer, the powter pet snddenly
juinped up a littie and fell over upon the table. [l1e had
often lîeard tell of ()Id Niek, but now ho had really couic

--0 he rushded eut of the lieuse juite King's Bench Walk,
and recountetl bis awfn] experience te his horrilied fellew-
watchînai ; and no possible persuasion cenld induce hîmi
or any cf the others te go back for bis hat ; he positively
refused te face Old Nick any further ; andi ny father liad
te take it eut te hini. The latter, after a strict search,
COUld tind(lnn trace of any trick.

Mà-y parents came te the conclusion that it was some
trickery on the part of the girl, and that she, in i see
miysterieus trianner, procured funinating powder froin
nedical students. But there wils net the slightest evi-
lence of the fact, or thiat she ever knew any student;

aud if she--an ignorant gir)-l bad carried about sucb a
lingerous compound for weeks together, she would cor-

tainly have corne te grief. There nover was any trace of
sinelw or ;outid, as of an explosion ; in addition she wenld
have liad te proportion the dose in eachi case, or thero
weultl bave been soute dreadfui accident. Besides this,
slie was very closely watched, andI ene cannet understand any
sleigb t-of-hand trick, as she bhad left the reom several min-
uites beforehand, and tlhe watcbrnan, as weil as mny father,
kept their eyes upon ber while sIte was there, fer b>' that
time sihe was suspectcd.

13eing Ioth te discharge thc girl without furthter cvi-
dence, iny fatiier sent lier te ni> grandniotlîer's, whe
Iived iii West Square, Soutliwark ; and shte undertock te
keep a close watch over lber. i)irectly tho servant left
mny fatber's bouse aIl the treuble ceased. Seen after the
girl went te West Square she was asked te place in lorder
seinte lwer-pots iin a balcon>', and while sîte was deing
this niy grandmiother watched bier very ciosel>', but conld
net detect the slightest evidence of any trickery. But
after the miîd bad ieft the balcon>' a very short tinie, one
of the flewer-pots jumped up a littie, just litre the pewter-
pet had donc, and feu eover on its side. My granduiother
tiien caine te the sainie conclusion as my parents, that she
mnust bave put seme fulîninating powder under the lower-
pot, althougli there was net the slightest evidence of the
fact, but they could net etherwise acceunt for the phen-
eteena. She was thereupon discbarged.

Persenaîlly, 1 dîsbelieve the f ulminating powder theory,
but cenfess that 1 ani utterly unable te explain the facts
heyend this, that evidence is slowly accuînulating that
there is soinie unknown power or facult>' which oni>' ene
in a myriadt possesses-whicb, wlien veritied and expîaincd,
will elucidato sucb as the abeve, as well as other mystor-
ions phenoniena. There is good reason te helieve that
there is a great and fruitful trutb just belew our mental
hiorizon, w bicli, wben at an earl>' date it is utilized, will
briîig about vast changes ; greatl>' reducing the wealth of
soine who are now rich, andi enriching nunîbers who arc
otberwise placed. FAItt'LAY RADICAL..

WIIAT is the most ditficult dental work 1 repeated a
dentist yesterday. Il Bridge werk, of course. ilere id a
sam-tple," and lie handed nie a model of the moutli of a
well-knewn mtan about town, wbo is rathier noted fer hîs
good teeth. Tiiere were but three reots of tecth in the
mouth. Two werc on the left side and one on the right
side of tîhe îoutb. Te these roets lie had attacbed gold
anîd biit up twelve tectb that are as firm in the ni)outh
and as convenient as the original teeth. [t was done b>'
soldering goîd te the gold attached te the tbree reots and
runninîg it reund te the front of the moutb. Then oit the
front side of this gold the percelain teetb are se wel
attacbed that net a particle ef the gold shows, anti te
teetli look perfectl>' natural. Indced, the>' are in the
mentît as irn-i as itatural teeth, and te ail practical pur-
poses are the saine.


