
56THE WEEK. [AvJouST 7th, 1884.

C URRENT -EVE.YTSAYlD] OPINIOSS.

INTEREsT in the Presidentiai contest deepens. At the samne time the num-
ber and compiexity of the eddies and backstreams makes it very diffi-
cuit to say in which direction the current is really settin, and renders
prediction unusually hazardous. On one hand there is the iRepublican
Boit; on the other there is Tammany in dudgeon and there are the
Irish wavoring between allegiance te the Dem ocratic standard and the
attractions of the Jingo and anti-Britislh policy supposed to be represented
by Mr. Blaine. Butler, thougb hie ignominiously failod to contro] the
decision at Chicago, is still apparently manoeuvring in his own interest, and
if hoe can keep bis Greenbackers and the rest of lis virtuous train together,
lie may possirbly provont either Cleveland or Blaine from baving, a majority
and throw the election into Congross. It can hardly ho doubted that there
will ho some lukewarmness, if not disaffection, arneng the Protectioilists of
the Democratic party; for though the Domocratic platform declines the
Tariff issue, aind does not differ ostensibly from the Ropublican platform in
its language on that subject, nothing is more certain than the trath of Mr.
Biaine's assertion that the fate of the bigh-tariff is about to ho decided.
Moreover, fanatical Prohibitionism bias started a candidate of its own,
who, of course, will stand no chance of election, but wiil probably draw
away support mainly from the Republican sida. On the whole, appear-
ances are propitious to Cleveland. 'he critical question seems to be
whiether the Ropublicau Boit will be (letermined and strong enougb to carry
New York and Massachusetts against Blaine. At present there is every
sign of its determination and of its st;rength. It bias had a meeting,
attended largoly and by men of mark, at New York, and put forth an
address to tho country, penned by Mr. Gao. W. Curtis with bis usual moral
force. The address founds the action of the Bolters solely on the objection
to the personal character and proclivitios of Mr. BMaine, the blot of corrup-
tion on bis record, and his prosumable hostility to administrative reform.
Its keynote is tbat, "las there is no distinctive issue upen public policy
presented for the consideration of the country, the charactor of the candi-
date becomes of the highest importance with ail citizens who do not hold
that party vict;ery should ho secured at any cost." ln it and in the chair-
man's speech, Jingoism and Magnetismn are glanced at, but character is hield
Up as the main issue. These st;alwart upholders of public moralitv are
doing a great service to their country. Perhaps they are doing a greater
service than they tbink, for littie as they know or desire it, they are
rebelling not only againat party corruption, bt; against party.

WHAT says the address ? "Parties now cobere mainly by habit and
tradition, and sinco the great issues which divided them have been largely
settled, the most vital political act;ivity lias bean the endeavour of good
citizens in botlh parties to adjust tbem to living issues and to make them
effective agencies of political progress and reform." In othor words, the
grounds upon whicb, these parties were formed, and whicli made adherence
to one or the other of thern rationil and moral, have in great measure
ceased to exist; but parties the community nust have at any prico : and,
therefore, the chief business of the good citizen must ha, the 01(1 quarrels
having been settled, to invent new subjects of dissension wbichi may take
their place. In the meantime and pending the elaboration of these fresh
issues, what is to bo the bond of the party 1What can it be, in the case
of ordinary partisans, but corruption ? And what is the natural fruit of
corruption but the leadersbip of mon sueh as the Belters from the Repub-
lican ticket allego the Republican candidate to ho ? According to the
framers of the address the patriotie endeavour to flnd new grounds of
division lias been unsuccessful. "lNo position," t;hey say, Iltaken by o
platform is seriously traversed by the other ; both ovidentiy contemplate
a general agreement of public opinion upon subjects which have been long
in contreversy, and indicate an unwillingness to declare upon other and
cardinal questiotis views which, in the present condition of opinion, miigbt
seriously disturb the parties witbin thomseives." Would it be possible te
declare in mucli more explicit terms that no justification for divisions into
parties or for party action of any kind is any longer in existence ? Are
patriotie and intelligent citizens to bind tbemselves together in antagonismn
to tlieir fellow-citizens and wage political war upon them merely out of
blind doference to habit and tradition? There are still cardinal issues,'says the address, but the parties are afraid to toucli tbem. Thon the
parties are clearly defunct, and the organizations wbicb. have survived ahl
reasonable and patriotic objecta ought to ho at once dissolved. The
dissolution cf one of them, perhaps of both, commences with the appear-
anae of the Independent addross.

1IMPERIAL Federation seenis at last about to emerge fromn the nebular
state a4d preseiM itsef q ?k definite form. A n4eeting in England which

must have been important, since Mr. Forqter, Mr. W. Smith and Lord
Rosebery tooli part in it, bias passed a resolution, moved by Lord Rose-
bery, that federation is indispensable to arrest disintegration and preservo
the unity of the Empire. Lt is implied that, in the opinion of the meeting,
unless federation can be brought about, that final stop in the concession of
slf-government to the colonies whicb the meeting calis disintegration and
others caîl emancipation is at hand. Lt was bigli time that this question
shaîl tako a practical shape and be brougclit to a decisive issue. Lord
Rosebery and bis ominent associates will no doubt givo us that with wbich
we have not hitherto been furnished-a working plan of federation, with
the structure of the federal legislature, its relation to the legisiatures of
England and te those cf the several colonies, the representation which, the
colonies respectively are te bave in it, the subjects witb which it is te deai,
and the contributions of moniey and armainonts wbich. the colonies are te
ho expected te supply. They ivill also, it may b)0 presumed, tell us plainiy
what are the speciflo benefits to bo renped by this buge agglomneration and
wbat inducement is te ho held out to the colonists te part with their
indepenclence, incur now liabilities, and submit te the obvicus inconvenionco
of being under the j urisdiction of a legislature separated from some of them
by haîf the globe. 0f the leaders cf our own pelitical parties, both have
declared themselvos :the Liberal, curiously enougb, in faveur cf Imperia,
Confederatien, the Conservative against it. Sir Johin Macdonald's assertion
cf Canadian Home Rule bias beeti decided and alinost deflant., Lt is need-
less te repeat what hias been more than once said in these papers. Mutual
citizenship oxists botwoen the people cf the colonies and tiiose cf the
mother country. The " Bystander " trusts that it will nover cease te exist ;
bie even hepes that at seme distant day, when the last traces cf a senseles5
feud shahl have vanisbed, it mtly ho extended te the old colonists of Eng-
land in the United States; nnd that tiîus net only the moral but te some
extent the political unity cf the Eriglish-spoaking race inay ho restored.
That lie cherishes the moral unity of the race, wbich. te him appears the
one bond cf real value, it is bardly nocessary te assure any wbo have done
bim the honour te felew what hoe bias said. More, lie bias nover believed,
and dees net believe, it te ho practicable. Hoe cannet tbink that the current
cf events wbich, bas hitherto set se steadily towards indepondence will all
at once change its course, or~ that cemmunities which, have nationality now
full in view, will suddenly abjure that aspiration, and consent te become
forever subordinate inembers cf an enormous frame, -the head and beart of
wbich are te ho far away.

LT is perhaps more under the influence cf custem and routine than ini
pursuance cf a settled policy, that the Liberal Prime Minister cf England,
while ho is plying bis battering rami against the leuse of Lords, continues
te propagato a titled class in the colonies. In this departînent, too, it
is time that self-government should ho ccnceded. The cnly true fountain
of boneur is that wbicb. springs from the national sou. A British Minister
canino t discern mernt acress the Atlantic. He cannot tell who bias done
most for Canada, thou ghlie ho ay ho able te tell whose professions lbf
1o'alty te the Colonial office are ieudest, and whose selicitations for the
titie are the most assidueus. Lt is needies8, as it would ho disagreeable, te
sorutinize the annals of Canadian knighthood, and te inquire how far, in
politics or in commerce, our chivalry bias heen the means cf maintaining
among us an excoptienally high standard of honeur. Tbe genoral effect cf
loeking for a reward te a distant autbority cannot ho doubtful, and if attes-
tation were needful, would ho weil attested by oxpenience: a man wiil net
serve Canada with bis whoie heart when the higbest object cf bis ambition
is elsewbere. Thodisponser cf these ceveted baubles will always ho able
te exorcise on our public mon an influence soparate from, and possibly at
variance with, the intorest and the opinion cf their cwn country. Inde-
pendent Australians are porfectly agreed with independent Canadians on
tis peint. The plea that the presence cf hearers cf miner tities among us
retines cur mannors, thougli it lias been again urged on this occasion, will
net bear a memient's scrutiny : cur manners rest upon the more substantial
basis cf that inutual respect which. is the offspring cf equality. This is nct
the homeocf title any more than it is the homeocf otiquetto, nor can the
gracos, what;over they may have been, cf oid world anistocracy ho artifi-
ciaily crcated bore. Ail that is realiy valuable in the character cf the
Engliali gentleman, we may fairly hepe that we shahl always possos; and
aven in the old country an English gentleman would take tine if lie were
toid that bis sense cf honeur and his good breeding depended for thoir -
existence on *the presence cf a baronet in bis neighbourheod. Mr.
Mackenzie and Mr. Blake have both fonnd it more consistent with their
self-respect, mere patriotic, aîid botter for their political position te refuse
knigbtbood. To both, ne dcubt, tbe offer appeared what it realiy is, a
subtle form.of corruption, Thieir verdict is 'lot less decisive against the,
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