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questions for the Biblical critjc and for the historian ; the geologist inust
build his conclusions on the phenomena whicli the earth affords, not ignore
or manipulate them to suit a preconception, The student who passionately
longs to trace mian's first creation to the Mioc-ene, and the professor who
labours to restrict the prehlistoric period to a thousand years, wvil] be
certain to find proof of their respective theories; they wiil not corivilice
their neigbibours, nor advance the cause of scientitic trath.-"rorn the
iSpectalor.

TBF SUMMXER BAIN.

SWnET, biesséd summer rain-ah me!
The drifting cloud-land spilis

God's niercy on the dotted lea
And on the tented bis;

Yet is there more than shrouded sky,
And more than failing rain,

Or swift-borne souls of ilowers tilat fly
Breeze-lifted froni the plain:

Strange joy cornes with the fresbening gust,
The whitening of the leaves,

The snieil of sprinkled sumiier dust,
The dripping of theceaves ;

The soul stirs with the meltîng clod,
The drenched Bield's sulent luirtb -«.

Who does not feel his heart help God
To bless the thirsting earth

Oli ramn-oh blesséd summer main 1
Not on the fields, alone,

Nor woodlands, fail, nor flowery plain,
But on the beart of stone

-Robert Bu'rns Wilson, in New York C'rit ic.

CORRESPOND ENCE.

SIAICESPEAIANA.

To t/te Editor of THE WEEK:

Silam sorry that your ready acceptance of the proposai for a
Shakespeariana column lias net met with greater resuit. I hope that you
will agree with me that the more reverence we feel for the miglity genius
of Shakespeare, by so mucli the more should sucli over-free rendering of
bis works as 1 describe be brouglit under notice. The authority for the
lette r of the quotations that I bave made from the article in question, anti
of the omissions, is at any tirne at your service. The play its,4f is almnost
always and everywhere accessible. Faitlifully yours, D. FOWLER.

THE foiiowing is, 1 think, a curiobity in its way. In Act Ill., Scene
IV., of the IlMerchant of Venice," Portia says to Nerissa, Ill'Il tell thee
ail my whole device when 1 arn in rny coaêh," and Ilwe'll see our bus-bands," that is, in the court. She requires the professienal disguise in
which. she is to appear in court, and sends ber servant Balthiazar to ber
cousin Bellarie, doctor of laws at Padua, for "notes and garments." She
ordera her messenger to use utmost speed, and instructs himi to join lier at
the ferry on the way te Venice, Ilwbere," she says, III shail be before
thee." Accerdingiy, having in due time sent in a note of introduction
from Dr. Beilario, concocted for the occasion and full of fiction, as indeed
there was ne avoiding in sucli a "ldevice," she enters court "1dressed like a
doctor of laws." This is Shakespeare; this is the order of bis play; Portia
bas no need to go, and does flot go, to Padua. She is liard pressed for
time. She takes tbe direct road te the ferry. But one of our recent
instructors, a lady, knowR better. She tells us tliat "Portia, after des-
patching an avant courier to Bellarie, berself bastens to Padua; " that she
"Igoes gayly on to Padua witli Nerissa; " and that "in tlie play we see
that Portia bids Balthazar wait for lier at the ferry."' In the play"» we
have seen, as ail may see for tbemselves, that she says, "I shall be there
before thee." The lady proceeds, Ileîther ber mind must have cbanged, or
she must bave met messengers frorn Beilario on the road " (the alternative
ie net intelligible), Ilwho tell lier of bis iliness and inability to belp ber in
person. Consequently she bastens on te Padua." Now, if Bellarjo bad
net yet received the'errand of Balthazar, lie knew nothing of Portia's
interest in the trial, which had only corne euddenly to lier own knowicdge
within the last few bours. If lie had received the letter carried by that
messenger, lie knew that it was bis robes, and not bis persoual belp, that
was applied for. If lie had required a messenger to Portia, lie had Bal.
thazar at band, wlio was to hasten to hem at the ferry. IlConsequently,"
lie would not bave sent meesengeme to meet lier on tlie road frorn Belmont
to IPadua. The lady continues, " in this extremity, with no0 other belp at
band, Bellario proposes that Portia eliali go in bis stead." (Hie bad been
speciaily summnoned. by the Duke to attend at the trial.) There was no
16extremaity," because Portia was sufficient for berself, and lied not counted
on pemeonal belp from Bellarie, iii or welt; but, if there liad been, tliere
were aIl tlie other lawyers at Padua and Venice. Bellario would have
mnade no sudh proposal, because lie knew that Portia's resolve was already
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dleterrnined on. And, wbule ail this is put in, ail that i,4 of most significance
is lef t ont ; niot a word is saîd about "Iail mny xvhole device," or Ilwe'll sec
our husbands," or "lnotes and garnients." But we are told that IlPortia's
eye liad been the fi rst to sec the flaw in the bond." No doubt, only, Ilin
the play " we biear nothing about any flaw, nov is there any. Portia bad
not yet seen the bond. At the trial she says, Illet me look upon it." Tlien
she decides

Why titis bond is forfeit;
And iawfnlly l'y this the Jew indy dlain
A pound of flesh, to be by himn cnt off
Nearest the merchaiit'q heurt.

And:
For the intent and îpnrpo.se of the lawv
l{ath ftil relation to the penalty,
XVhich here appeareth due iipon the bonld.

There was îndeed a " device," by whichi sie saved Antonio frm Shyiock's
knife, but tuat is another inatter. Oneo more example or two. Nerissa is
called in the play Portia's Ilmaid " by Portia herseif, and by Gratiano, wlio
also calîs Portia Nerissa's " inistrpss ; " this lady cails lier ber Ildaine
d'h~onnieur and friei)d." She expatiates iapon the liorror excited in iPortia's
mind by seeiug, Shyiock whoet bis knife; she does not sec it, for it takes
place before she enters the court. Sucli is tlîe style in whicb we bave
" Shakespeare made easy " for us. And the meist curious part of it ail is
that it is accepted aud dofended J. bave asked people xvbether there could
bo any excuse for the actual reversai of Shakespeame's own womds, sncb as
"ý wait for me there," lu place of I shall he there before tliee," to Say
notbing of continuai miisleading, less direct, but I bave asked in vain. This
lady hrought to bier work station, rarik, rnucb well-earned prestige from
former achievements on the stage, and ail the, persuasiveiless of anl accem-
plislied writer, aîîd, as a natter of course, ail she says is taken for granted
hy those who do flot know better, and liow niany are they niot ' 1). F.

ANTICOSTI.

To the Editor ol THE Wiie-,

Sii,- h ave just rend au) article in Tup Waait on Anticosti, its capa-
biliLies and incapabilities. May 1 respectfully beg your permission, as
one of the delegates cliosen by the directors of the cornpany formed in
England for the purpose of sending eut suitiable mien as sottieýrs tiiere, te
offor a few rernarks thereon, not for' the purpose of creating or prolonging
a spirit cf controversy, but with the view of doing justice to anl island, the
resources cf which. appear to 1)e known. only to few ? Duming the last
month ]., in compauly with six others, started front Quebec in tlie stearn-tug
Coolqupror for the isle cf wrccks and barren rocks. We landed ut Englieli
Bauy, where we found about sixty \vell 1>ilt lieuses, weil-stocked general
stores, and lad thc opportunity of conversing with many ef the oldest
residents there, some of thetu having spent from twenty to forty years of
their lives there, perfectly satistled with their banisîment on this liorrid
isluud. During our stay there we visited Englishi Bay, Salmon River,
Fox Bay, East Bay, South-West Peint, Jupiter River, and Ellis Bay,
taking frequeut pleasant strolls tbrougb the imnpenetrable. scmubs, falsely
s0 cailed. We could oiy corne te this conclusion, viz. :ne fiuer reots,
vegetables et ail kiuds, and even oate, barley, and wheat can be grewn in
aniy part of Canada. The natural grass grews te an enermous beiglit, and
rnust pessess bighiy nutritious properties, as senie finle Spedimens ef
builecks rnay be seen en the island fatted entireiy on these grasses; and

wsaw large quantities et splendid hay, aise the produce ef this barren
rock. Boing in possession of these tacts, it is difficult te conceive the
necessity of irnperting even fodder fer pigs, herses and sheep, as bias been
erroneously usserted. The xvater supply is excellent, and et the purest
kind ; tbe timber, vumying front one te seven teet, suitable for boat build-

inlg and general purposes. The micli deposits et mari, ils wild fruits in
abundance, its rîvers and creeks, and the whole of the sea-coast around it,
seern te nme te reuder it an island te 1)e souglit rather titan te be aveided;
and 1 have ne doubt that mny a bappy beome will be establislied there
very sliertly. I arn takiug home seonie fine specimens of petatees, swedes
and ether reets grewn at Anticosti, and shall oniy be tee pleased te place
them in the bauds et these who have been. hitherte mest sceptical as te its
capabilities. As a test of niy lopos for the future et this place, 1 fuel that
frein aIl 1 have seen ot it 1 shahl bo justified in endeaveuring te induce
tNwo ot my sons, now iii the Colonies, te take up land there.

1 ail), sir, yeurs, 1. TimBFRs.
Rossinl use, T'oronto, Oct. 6, 1880.

P.S.-I bave omitted eue very important peint. It lias been asserted
that cews could net possîhly live on the island more than two yeams. 1
believe there is eue place euily where cerne nexieus weed is picked up by
theni, at Soutb-West Peint ; but if removed te any other part tliey do
well, their milk being et the finest quality.

XVruaN "Tbad'" Stevens was n yeung lawyer in the Pennsylvania Courts,
lie once lest bis case by wbat lie censidered a wrong ruling of the judge.
Disgusted, lie banged bis law books en the table, picked up hie hat, and
started for the deer witb seme vigerous words in bis moutli. The Judge
feeling that lus dignity was ussailed, rose irnpressiveiy and said:;I "Mr.
Stevens 1" Mr. Stevens stepped, turned, and bowed deferentially. ccMr.
Stevens," said the judge, "do yeu intend by sucli conduet te express your
conteuipt for this court?1 And .Stevens, witb meck semieusness, answered:
"lExpress my centempt for this court!1 No, 1 was, trying te conceal it,
your i-loneur! "

OcToBiSE 14th, 1886.j


