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THE MANUFACTURE 0F HISTORY.

A book bias lateiy appeared in Paris, enititled Il Notes sur Lec Canada,"*
wbich indicates the disadvantages attendant on the wîiting of bistery iîy
partisans. M. I)e Cazes is a Frenchnman and a Roman Catiuoic,-at lcast if lie
is net, his bock bias tlic additionai Ileft ct oft lîiing insincere : and yet lie
presuimes te write the record of a land whcre we are ('anadians, ratber than
English, Scotch, French or Gerrn, and to indite a iiienioir oif a sect, which
should lie rather the stery of neither jewi nor Greek, but cf a strnlgglc for, and
the attaifiment of complete religious equality. 'l'le essence cf NI. )e Cazes's
historicai résumé is, tint the Frenuch race and the Cathoîic fiuith bave been the un-
hap)y Objects cf oppression fromi 1759 down te the prescrnt heutr. 'lle key-nete
is struick in the introduc ion, if wbhich it is said that tht' noble irmy of Montcalm
was; defeated in an unie iiai strtiggle andi couepelleul to suibnit uo the laws of
victerieus EnÀgianul. 'l'iei suruiggle uvas tille. puIi, litu net iii the wvriter's sense.
'l'le troops cingaged in tht' batî et tof' tePlauins of .\raai vrc 5 000 Blritish
and 7,000 F"rench. M . )e Cazes cinuilot le coinpî)ilieitel on bis dîiscretiol in
raising a question, which is a restiseutation cf thte national jealotisies of 1815 rathu(r
than cf 1875- 'l'ie book is fairly well writtcîi iii a literary sense, and as te the
typegraphicai worknîanshiîî it is excellent, but it would net le suficiently imiport-
ant for Iengtlîy review here were it net tint it is issued iii a terni whirb gives
the impression tlîat it is authorized by tlîe Dominion Governnicnt. Tlhat lieiiîg
s0, we propoese te qiiete one or twe passages andt leave the reader te draîv lis
owfl conclusion. At page 45 it is said :-'' ]But tliis luroject cf the anihililation
di of the French race, whîclî was a jirevailing idea witli Lord D)orchester, aiîd
"many of his successers, ivas defeated by tue firm and i)atrietic attitude of
those who. at différenît times, constituted tlîemselves their defenders and

"guardians." 0f tbis sanie Lord D)orchester, an enemny bias said that hie ivas
brave, jusi. and îumnalîc. As Sir Ghuy Carleton lie ivas at Fontenoy and at the
taking of Havana, New Orleans aîid Quebec, and four out of is seven sons
were killed in the services of their country-Christopher cf wouin<s received
in Iîîdia, 'Ibomas at the Iîattle cf Cateatu, G;eorge at Bergen -op -Zoonm, aîîd
Charles on board 1-1. M. S. Il Niche." XVas the sire a fienît te bis enemies,
net te mention the subljects of lus master, lîccauise lie liappenedt to do bis tiuty
te bis country ?

At page 49 we fiîid it impiied tlint it was aIse a policy te war against iiot

onlY tile race but aise agaiîust the religienu:
"At the end cf a stormiy session, tbe Goveniior (Craig) who lbad taken the

administration of afiairs iin 1807, dissolveti Parliament, seized the presses cf
Le Canadien;, and imprisoned the' leaders cf the French party. Net contenît
witb these rigerous acts, lic sent lus Secretary, M r. Rylaîîd, te L ondon with
a desîîatclî iii which lie counselied tlie Iiperial Governuiemit te take pîronmpt
and energetîc measures to Ariglicize antd to l'rotestantize the c:ounitry. H4e

"proposed aise te make til the expenses of the adminiustration by confiscatîng
the propcrty cf the Sulpicians at Montreai and of the Jesuits at Qticbec."

Is M. D)e Cazes preparcd te, repeat in F.iglisbi at Motîtreal what hie lias
said in French at Paris? On this sanie subject of the poiicy of the home
Government lie includes, on page 5o, otiier distiîîguislied namnes in bis il-timed
libel :

IUnder the Governors Drtîmmoîîd, Shîerbrooke, Richmond, Maitîand
and Dalhousie," hie says, Ilwlîo successively administered Caniada. .. ..

"the struggle of race and of religion recommuenced with more cruel obstinacy
than ever."

'l'le eye secs what it looks for: and tiuis is what the writer secs in the
history of the disturbances in Montreal iii 1831 :

IlIn the month of May, xu83r, during a warnîly contested clection at
"Montreal. .. ... the troops, called out under a prctext of maintaining
"order, fired on the people, killing twe mcei and grievously wotindimig nîany

others. Wbether this was tic resuit of accident or design, ail the victims
"of this bioody episode belonged te the French Canadiaf party."j

At page 59 the same contempt for the treops of Great Britain is implicd
as in his Introduction-

IlIt was then that, in spite of the opposition of the leaders, the revoit
"broke out known as the Rebellion Of 1837. Several thousands of the French

WNotes sur Lec Canada, par Paul De Cazes, Membre de la Société de Géographie de
France. Paris: Gustave Bossange, 16 Rue du Quatre Septembre. 1878.

.r lover took lier in bis arms. ' And 1 have brougbt a Hogmanay
lear,' and from a dainty littie box lie produced a cairngormi brooch,
lie inight fasten bier shawi or plaid when site went to kirk on the
d froîn a stili smallcr b)ox-,nvhicb, in lber eyes at Ieast, looked far
the other-he sbowcd bier a plain gold ring, wbich just fitted the

of bier left biand, 'for,' as lie said, ' therc's no knowing wh-at may
how soon we niay want te use it.' l'hen hie vowed te bier, amid
tbat lie needed flot such a cruel test te have been put uipon bier

bis fatber's stern wiil ; and that, corne what might, lie wvould marry
as thecir banns or speerings coîîîd be put up, without waitîng for

did se, she being (mite agrecable to the saine, and no longer bound
iane as bis servant: for tbe stern old father, taking a lesson by the
t weil-remembercd night on the last day of the old year, and thank-
cape from an)' evii that, throughi him, miglit have befallen Mary
ve bis consent te bier marriage with bis son, and îvith the promise
uid stîli continue te live with bim at tbe farm, divided bis fortune
On the wedding-day, Janet Baillie, who was bier bridesmaid, told
ct confidence, that it wouid not bie many nionths before she followed
for that she had promnised te be miarricd te tile young milier at

ho bad been se long paying bier attention. And, te add te the
ebappy day, the laird of Saddell, w~ho had been told of that mid-
fMary Morrison te the oid church, slauglitered a fine buck that had
part on that occasion, and sent bim over as a gift te Mary, in order
hi of venison miglbt grace the wcdding-feast of the Brave Girl of
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Canladians, exasperated by the continuai vexations to which they and their
fathers had had to submit for more than seventy years, wvithout leaders, arms,
ammunition or organization of any kind, threw themselves heroically against
regular troops ten times their superior in nuruber."

Eveni the Colonial Office, to which at least M. De Cazes from bis position
n relation to Canada owed sorte respect, bias flot escaped withouit a taunt.
peaking of the 91 Resolutions which Mr. Roebuck presented on behiaif of the
anadian opposition, bie says :

IBut ail failed yet axvhile on accounit of the anirnus of the Colonial Office,
to whom the English Parliarnent had referred the matter," &c. [page 58.1

0f the author of this book personally we know notbing but that wvbich
lemands our highest respect; but of his "lRésumé Historique " ive can only
ay that it is an affront to the scholarship and intelligence of every Canadian,
viiether British or French, whether Catholic or Mennonite, and we can only
xpress a hope that M. De Cazes will suppress thîs edition and issue sometbing
nore worthy of himself and of Canada and Canadians. Q.

HILLSIDE GLEANINGS.

Christmnas is corne l'le children echoed the wvords repeated from each
Dther's lips as the iast few counted days wvent by-the eIder with demnure suspense
for wvhat it would bring, the younger firrn in the faith that believes in Santa Claus
and his wonderful pack ; and while the mother of many a household tried te
tell again the story of the Christ-child, the little onles' thoughits would wvander te
hie gifts to corne when they heard of the wise men who, when they ivent to se
H-im, took with themt choice presents, and se originated the plcasing customn.
I'hat it is "lmore blessed to give than to receive " is exemplified, too, in the
Mire enjoyment that can bc ol)tained by the sight of a family of children when
they catch the first glimpse of a bome-trce on Christmnas morning ; for it bias
been the custom in one bouse 1 knoxv, whicli the jolly Christmas Saint neyer
fails to visit, always to have the tree lighited before daybreak, wben the miorning
stars arc to, be seen. Then wliat a shout from the crowvd of freshi expectant
voices ; wbat a chorus df remiarks;- wbiat surprises -wbat searching for stock-
ings, wliile the tapers burn brightly on the richi dark-green pine branches.
Event the new baby has to be broughit fromn its crib, with large blinking eyes,
and motht haîf framed for a cry, tilI the glory of the tree meets its astonisbed
sight; and n 'o doubt after a first glimpse, it sigely concludes in its baby mind
that this is only one of the many wonders to wli chi it is getting a littie accus-
tonied in this curious world. It is a labour of love for the Santa Clauis of a
bousehold. W7ith a fewv coloured candles, and sorte brighit cheap ornamlents,
apl)les and oranges, strung on brighit ribbon, the cbiildish beart mnay be so
î>ieased as te feel the choice of little Gipsy Mvien site said last year : Il 1 know
what tree is the prettiest of ail, it is the C/irisfinas tc.

How the hrightness of duli l)ccember wouild bc dimmed if Christmas were
abolished; if the churches of to-day took no notice of its coming, and, like the
stiauncit foiiowers of the Scotch Kirk, ignored it as the Saviour's natal day ;
if the words of peace and goodwill to ail men failed te move us te deeds
of charîty and kindness, at other tir-nes unthought of ; if ingenious brains faiîed
to bc racked for apl)ropriate gifts, and letters no longertcontained the floral
cards that speak of good wishes ;if rich men failed to open their purses te the
needed institutions, having no Christmas reminder ; and the brigbt eves of the
cbildren had ne added expectancy. But this is flot likely te be reaýlized, and
the men and womcn of the worid are none the worse for being once a year
reniinded of their poorer brethren, and of the littlc onles whose holiday is 50
celebrated, nor for the ])leasant word of greeting that is on every tongue when
we wish you Il a mcrry Christmas."' Annie L. Jack.

CURRENT LITERATURE.

1 lMarpr's Haîf Hour Series "*' is te thic fore with the Rev. Alfred Church's
stories froin \'irgil," a rendering in plain but elegant Engiish prose of the

leading incidents of the .'niand a good sequel to the author's Il Stories frorn
Hunier." Althougbi mucbi of the puathos and brillbancy of the poet is necessarily
lost, tlîose wbo calinot read hini in thic original wvili be grateful for the form ini
wvhich bis rnasterpiece is nowv available. Mr, Oscar Browning in another of
these hiandy volumes brinIgs the " Epclbs of E,'nglish History " from i 82o down
to 1874, the outline sketch thitsgivcen forming a uniost convenient index to an
at prescrit ail-important but very iniaccessible era in English bistory. Tiiose
whose tastes are for liiter reading can take up Miary Cecil Hay's novelette,
"A I)ark Inilierittance," the Il Sorrowv of a Secret " by the sanie author, Il Our
Professor " by Mrs. L.ynn Linton, I l'a in Tlrafalgar's Bay " by Walter Besant
and J ames Rice, or "lLady Cartunichaelîs Xviii and Other Christmas Stories"I
from the liens of Mary Cecii Hay, F". W. Robinson and Justin McCarthy. Ail
of the latter are well selected short stories, and keep up the reputation in this
respect of the Series.

l'lie Franklin Square 1,ibrary,"t wbich for cheapness and diversity hias
been more than once favourabiy noticed by us, hias among its latest nuinhers
Miss Yonge's IlStory of the Christians and Moors of Spain," and Mr.
O'Flanagan's recent sketch of the Ivits of the Irish Bar. The former needs no
comniendation at this date ; the latter is not a mere collection of the bon mots
of the brilliant spirits whose race seemed to die out witb the Union, but
comprises such a number of short biographies and outlines of Irish society and
opinion during the last century as to he almost an hîstorical work. For Irish
life and feeling at the presenit day, IlLight and Shade," a novel by Charlotte G.
O'Brien, may be read with sorte intercst. It is a Fenian book par excellence,
one of the fcw avowedly such that we have corne across. In conception and
literary execution it is by no means to be despised. The whoie plot turfs on
that one anomaiy in Irish character, an informer, and equally of course the

* -arpers' Haîf-Hour Series. New York. Harper &~ Brothers. Montreal: Dawson
Brothers.

t The Franlin Square Library. New York - Harper &, B3rothers. Montreal:- Daw-
son Brothers.


