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The Westminster Confession is an elastic document, but it secmns hopelcss s0 tO

stretch it as to cover Professor Smnith. If the Books comprising the Old Testa-

ment have been Il committed to Nriting " by God, as it teaches, and derive their

authority from being His word, hostile criticism lîke Professor SmithYs is clearly'

inadmissible. According to its statement of the case, Ilthe Old Testament

(i. e. the Books specially mentioned as comprising it> iii llebrew and the Newv

Testament in Greek, being i;nmnediate/y inspir-ed by God, auid by If/s singular

care and trovidenee keje j5jtre iii ai ag-es, are therefore autbcentic." Compare

with this Professor Smith's theorv of the origin and growth of the Hebrew

Scriptures, the composite character of many of them, the fragmentary nature

of others, the wholesale mixinig up of différent narratives, the liberties taken by

eopyists, and the bopeless antagonism bewcnthe miethod and resuits of bis

criticism and tlie orthodox creed becornes apparent. Lt is a strange coin-

mentary on God's "lsîngular care and providence"I in keeping "lpure in ail

ages" the variaus Books of the Old Testament, to be told of one of tbem,

the Song of Solomon, that "lthis lyric drama lias sufféred much from interpola-

tion, and presumably was flot written dowvn titi a comparatively late date, and

frorn imperfect recollection, so that its original shape is very much lost."

Such criîicism may be îboroughly scientifle, il may mark the risc of a

higher conception of the scope and value of the teaching of the Hebrew Scrip-

turcs ;leaving bebind wvhat is local and temporary merely, and seizing hold of

what is universal and eternal, it rnay point even to a deeper and more reverent

apprehiension of the far-reaching spiritual truth contained in them ; il may

indicate that the degrading superstition which fouind a fetich in the mere Book

alone, every word and letter of wbicb svas regarded as of equal value, is passing

away, like the mist which curls up on flie mountain sidc before the rising suni.

But there can be as littie doubt in the nîind of any candid reader, free from tlie

casuistry and sophism of church courts and ecclesiastical politicians, that such

IlHigher Criticism," in itself and the results ta which il necessarily leads, is

altogether inconsistent with, and contradictory of not only the spirit and wholc

tenor of the recognised creed of the cburch, but also its express teaching on

the subject. ________________

ENDYMION.

Endymnion, the latest production froin the Disraelian jsei lias been
publishied, and lias no doubt met with a large sale bath here and in England.

Apart from the reputation of fic author, the sale bias doubtless been largely

increased by the fact that a very large sum ivas paid for the copyright and that
many political celebrities ivere described in the work. To many readers on
this side these political celebrities are purely historical and the faithfulness or

trutli of their delineation cannot bc vcry adequately determined. Many of tbec

delinteations are but curt and incomplete and the natural consequence has been

that thcy are applicable ta more than anc personage, and that their truthfülniess

or impartiality cannot be flnally decîded uipon, even by those whio are cam-

petent ta judgc. There is nathing ncw as regards literary style in the work and.
it is full of mannerisms and antîtheses ; these latter in many cases are mere

platitudes. The colouring in the wvork essentially emanates front Oriental dreams
and Beaconsficld in this tale is not ai bis best as bie is in relating the
wondrous tale of Alroy, or in telling us of Tancred. This Oriental benit of
n-ind we have seen in bis political policy whîch bas abounided in ramanlic
impossible dreams, and wvbich wvould no doubt have led ta the inauguration of

the Emprcss :of India as Enmpress of Egypt and Syria as well. I-is fanciful

mind exults and rejaices in ethereal dreams and lie believes that tbe wvIldest
theories ought ta be the ultima Thule of political ambition.

In Endymion ive find but little attention paid ta chronology as il abounds
in mîachronisms, (description of the Tourney) and the noble author bias
succeeded iii giving us a samcewbat artistie picture of himself and bis ex-

periences but it is wortbless historically. Even in bis delineations of personiages
hie fornes themn down and colours tbeir characteristics ta accord %vith bis owni

views, or rather ta accord with wvhat bie believes tbey ouglit ta bave been.

Combincd with this, there is 1ia plot, fice mnrt of the work cansisting in
bis analysis of character, whetber historically truc or not, in bis criticisnis of
human motives and bis knowledge of human nature.

There is a vcry great similarity between this work and ', Lothair,"-tie
thoughts, expressions and epigrams are much the samie. There is the same
tendency ta toady ta aristacracy and its surrounrdings, and hie throws a glamour
aver the relations of noble ladies ta the liera, Endymion. All of them are in
love with hirn or with others, with whîch circumstance their husbands seem ta
be curiously unacquainted ;-this is very strange, and will be a new fact (?) ta
many. Endymion (wha is presumed ta, represent the auithor) is drawn as a
man of ability and ambition ; as anc who does nat earve bis way ta fanie and

fortune, but waits for appartunities and for assistance from noble ladies ; bis
progress is due ta accident, and hie thinks himself ill-used if a cross word is
spoken an-d sulks. Thîe characters in the novel are supposed ta represent the
following personages :-Agrippina is Qucen Hortense, Prince Florestin is
Napoleon III., Lord Rochamptan is Lord Palmerston, Nigel Penruddock is
Cardinal Manning, Lord Waldershare is Lard Sfrangford, Lord Montfort is
Lord Melbourne, Job Thornibery is Cobden, Sir Franicuys Scrope is Sir Francis

Burdett, Neucliatel is Rothschîild, Sidney Wilton is Sidney Hierbeit (Secretary

of War), Couint of Ferroîl is Bismarck, Vigo is Poole, and Hortensius (of wvhom

only a sketch is given) is somewbat applicable to Gladstone. Thse following

extracts are tbe descriptions of tlîe above clîara' ters :

Agrippina ivas a Il lady fair and singuiariy thin. It seemied thai lier delicate baud must

îeaily be transparent. Iler cbeck Nvas siuk, but the expression of bier large, broivn e-yes was

excessiveiy pleasiisg. Slue %voic bier uwn hair--once tbe miost celebiated in Euiope-aud

sîjîl uncovered. Tbough. the prodigai riclbness of the tiesses biad disappeaicd, tise arrange

ment isas stili stiiinig huom Us grace. That rare quality pci saded tbe being of ibis lady,

ani it w-as inipossibic not t0 be struck xvith bier courage as she advaiiccd tu gîeet ber guest,

fiee from ail affectation and yet full of movement and gesture. %'iîicbi migbt have been a

study for painiers." * '* ' It was a court of pieasure, if yoti like ; but oif picasure

tbat animiated and îcfsned. and put the woîid in good huîmouî svbicb, afteî ail, is good
goveînment. The most dissolule court un tic continent of Eur-ope tisat 1 bave lkîiuwn,"

she says, "lbas been outwardly tbe riollesi and must deccious." *. "Tbroncd or

discruw'ned, music bas ever becîs the charrn and consolation of my lire."' The Queen refers

lu bier sun, the friturea Emperor, as Il soft-bearied, affectionate and mysterioss acquiring

knowiedge .vith facility, silent aîsd soiitary, neyer giving an opinion, sceming aiways lu bc

tbinkiling."
Prince Fiorestan Nvas une svbo rareiy spoke ; lie w-as a mi of action and thuughl, but

l'he wcakness ut the Prince -if be xvas unie-is nut want of knuw-ledge or w'ant of judg-

ment, but an use-ciconfidence in lus star whicb. sunsetimes educes bim îîîto enterprises wbiciî

lie isimseif féels ai the tine aie neot perfectly suund.''

Lorud Rocliamptun Nvas une Il in iviiose cornbincd force sund flexibilîly ot i liracler tise

counitiy bas~ confidence, as iii ail tbeiî counseis ibere wuid be nu Iack, uf coulage, yct tenri

pereni witli adroit disceîos. lic isas a very ambitionis and, as il iras tisouglîl, woildly man,

deeied even by nîany uiîscîiipulous, and ycl lie w-as îuîantic. lie iras sonsievlîat advanced

in middle life, tlu, and of a statly preserce, ivitis a voice even more nmnsical wiib thc luntes

that iecently cbarmed eveuy une. Ilis counltenance was imipressive, a true Ol>inpian brow,

but ihe luweî paît of the face îîîdicatcd, nul feebleness, but flexibily, and lus mouti -,vas

sumewlîaiýt sensuuus. "~' 'A gîcat favourite xvilb sueiely, and esîxcially wiih the

softer sex." kk 'Gifted iib a sîveet temper, and tlsougb peuple said bc liad nu

becait, ili a w'înîiuig tendeî ness of disposition, or, at least, of masiner, whiicb ai the saine

lime clsarmcd and sooîbed." * * *"lToo sagaciuus lu be dccix cd by any une, even

lsy limsclf." " '*IScarcely w'itlsout vanity." * *"An Irishs peer, and te-

sol vedi 10 îemaiis su, for be lruly apprecialed a position wbicbi united social distinction witb

power and a seat in tise Ilouse of Cosumons."

Nigel Penruddock's religions change of tbuugbt and feeling is well picturedîl bhad a

voîce w1iicb wvas Ilslarlling and comnsanding ; his expression terrible and pictuiesque. Ail

were atirsied u ina iy luis stîiking personal. appeaiance andi tie beaîuty or liii face. lie

secinied somelbiiigbuses a yoîîng piopîset aîsd an inq(iiisitui-, a icinaîkable blcisding of

enlliusiasns and self-constrol." Ou bis retuirn from Rui, a fanatic ami a Romais Caliolic,

i te imamensse but inspired labours sîbici iwailed bisu a.nd bis deep sense ot bsis icîpossi-

bility." *'*' I istcad of avoidiisg suciety, as iras bis %vonît in old dl.ys, the Aîcbibislîop

suugbt il, ant ilc was nutbing exclusive in bis social babils. Ail classes and aIl erecdls

and ail conditions and oiîders of men were intcresting to 1dm." Il " e was a frequeisi

guesi ai banquets, wvbicb lie siever tasled, for he iras a snsiling a ante ,îd tliîugls hie seenied

lu bc preaching or cclebrating bigb iuas.es iii evcry paît ofthe nicîroîslis, organizinig

scbouls, eslablislsing convertis aiid building cathedials, hc euîild tind limte tu niove philan-

tiiiopic icsoluions anti cîcis occasioriaily scîsd a paper lu tbe Royal Society."

Lord WValdci :,laic iras ''tse slave tof an imaginsation su fi cakiss ibiat it %%as a1xva3s

impossible tu fureteil lis curiise."' * * -' Ils versatile nîaturec, wich i eîluired nut only.

constraiisl but nure1 excilemelît, became pallid even iili the socieiy of duchssses." Theîc

Nus a iisoîsoiony iii tbe spleiîdor tuf aristocratie life wluicb weaicd bins.'' ' ' I He
iras alîke incapable of saciicing ail his feeli-ngs lu worldly consiricrations Lt toi gelting the

w-oildly for a vi-.ionar-y capr ice."

Lord 'MontfortIl w-as bearti of in every capital excepi lis tîsvn. I le lîî-cd iii rai is in

S ybaritic secisîsion, muicl witb. tbe oId tiamilies of France iii Ibeir liaugliiy faubouugs. lie

%ias Uic oisiy livinsg 1-nglislsmnî o-bu gave one tihe idea of a gentleman ufthe ciglîleîsîl

centuiry. lic iras totally tievoi(i of a scîsse ut rcspoîssibility. Tîce %v-as nu suitjeet, bisisii

or divinie, iii w'Iiic lue look tise sligblest interest. lc cntcrlaiîscd for hsuman nuature gcncrally,
and w'iîliou exception, he nMost signai cunlempi. Hec hlsa a sincere anti profound conviction

tisai no mn i or omaîi cs'er acled except trons selfisi and intercstcd motives. Society iras

inlolci ible tu im, andl tuai of bis uwn set and station weusrisnme beyoîsd expression. Tieir

convel satioîs ctuisisted only of lwo subj ecîs--borses anti w-usuels aîsid be 1usd lonîg ex-.

hasîsteul hotu. As for feiale suciety, if there wcre ladies il wi55 cxîsccid Ibat ils sorte turss

or otber lic slîouîid usake love lu thent, ansd ie had no sentiment." Ilice atesnpled la îcad.

A wuman toid imn lu read Frencb nordls, but be fouîsd iluen only a cluinsy represcnitalioii

of life wliich foi ycars bc been 1uiactically living. An accidenti made Isinu. acquiaintcd. w-iti

Rsabelais and Montaigne, anti ie relishedtlhenu, foi hanl a fine sense of biiii-oour." I

"No one couîld. say Lord Montfort was a bad-licarled man, for lie had nu licait. Ile was

goud-nalured, pruvideti il brrîught iini nu inconvenience, and as for temjucr, lic w-as neveu

disturiel ; but Ibis nul front sîvecîness of disposition, rallier froos a conlenîpuuîs fine laste

irbici uissîrcd in that au gentleman sluould neyer be depris-ed of tranquillily iii the w-orld

whleie ssotbing iras cf lise sliglcst consequence."

Hortcnsius is thus described as hie concludcd a debate

ISafe firunt reply sud reckless iii bis security il is usut easy lu tiescribe the auiuaeity ut

bis i-dorIs or tise tumiilt of lis largiiage. Rapid, sarcastic, isusurous, pieluiesque, imI ass-

ioncd, lie seenied ho cariry everylbiîsg hefore bun andti luiescmblc bis fui-ner self iii nullsing

but the msîsic of lis vuice, wbicb lent nieiody to seul n anti sumetimes î-ca-cicd tise dtils of

pathos."

The scope of the novel consisîs ti the presentusetît, sucs as il is, of tlic
inner side of political life fram the lime of Canning ta the advent ta power of

Lord Derby. TIsat the wvork will bave permanent populanity is doubîful and il
is extremely probable that the somewhat fictitious interest at present taken iii

Endymion will scon cease. In one passage of the work there is an excellent

encomnium uipon tlie Press, rather a change frons t1e Isirase-"l the hare-bmaincd
chatter of irresponsible frivolity." Sapphto.
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