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issued a brilliant and live]y creature, with long delicafd
legs, whose ample wings slowly *unfolded in exquisite,
perfection, and it fluittered aîd soured away in a new ele-
ment with a giaceful ease, of which a littie before Jt was,
as utterly incapable as any stone, no longer .voraciously
consunWing the coarse green leaves, but daintily sijp ing
sweets frorn thé cLIps of a thousand flowers. Tt was flot,
rnerely because it gratified a natural cuiriosity, that 1
watched this wonder working.of nature.. 1 couild not but
interpret it as a hint gîven under God's own hand'of the
changes which by fhe same order of nature thre hiiman
beîng goes through. I cannot weil imagine how, unless
indeed an articitiate voice were to speak out, it could be
more poinitedly signified that we are to undergo a like

transformation. At thre first we are confined to the earth,
wherewe plod and grub, like a worm iupon its.leaf. But
by and by there cornes a tirne when- we throw. off. this
shrouding garment of the flesh;, and the hidden.wingsopf
the soul, of tihe existence of wbich we were dimly.con-
scions througlir certain obscure and instinctive -aspirings,
unfold,- and we soar away into a new and. grander sphere,
and live in a more. ethereal elemnent andy, more delicate
imeans. What a significant symbol have we .of Death,
considered as such a change as I have descr ibed, in the
transformation, wh.ich, those. worms un dergô, that -descend.
into the earth,- and there, after changing in ap pearance,
and forrn altogether,'are enclosed in a èofl¶n colore.d sheil,
not wholly unlike an Egyptian m mycase, where they.
remnain a littie below the surface through the ýrains and
frosts. of the long winter, and when spring cornes, with.. a.
bland warmth, break their casements, and corne forth andý
nise to a new and winged life, arrayed ini beauty, and fur-


