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Cooper Bras.' Farm near Grand Porks, B.C.

ways be an important factor iii the val-
]ey no niatter to whiat extent its prodluc-
tion rnay be developed.

The great export market open to al
Britisli Columbia is, of course, the adi-
j acent p)rairie, Alberta in particular
xvhere developiient is naturally faster
than iu any other part of Canada at
present-a development that preclucles
any possibilitN, of the fruit growing ever
1)eing over(lone. The Crows Nest coal
dlistricts give an eveni nearer market for
produce and fruit, and iii these market.;
the Kettie VJalley lias a great advantagce
over other districts : it is fromi ten day.s
to twvo weeks earlier than any other dIs-
trict that cani conipete for this niarket
and1 thus can obtain the highest prices.

Fruit is not the onily product of the
valley, althoughi owing to its greater pro-
dluction it seenis to be the ultiniate ai
of nearly ail land owners andi settiers.
The soil is a sandy loani, generally dleep
and nich, soniewhat alluvial iii character,
and grows grains and vegetables to per-
fection. The field photographed lias
been croppeci fourteen years and this is
the third crop since it was summer-
fallowed. The owner, W. A. Cooper,

uses no irrigationi for aniy purpose in
field or orchiard: lie carrnes on a systern
of cultivatilig tlie soil sornewhat sirnilar
to the dry-farinig a(lvocate(l by Prof.
Canmpbell. HIis home is seen in another
l)icttlre whîchi also illustrates the system
by which the landi is brouight under or-
chiard iii the Kettie River Valley. Fre-
quently, after clearing, the land is put
into grain for a year or so, thien the trees
a-e l)ianted and between thein vegetables
and snîall fruits are grown. Strawberries
are a favourite crop often bninging $200
to $400 per acre. Othier pictures show
an irrigated orchard, owned by Martin
Durrell, M.P. ; the irrigation clitchi, or
rather plow mark , can be seen 1)etweell
the rows of trees. The level landi aids
iii miaking- irrigation easy by gravity sys-
temns, which are, of course, the cheapest
formi of irrigatiing.

A featuire of the Kettie River fruit-
grow'ing illustrateci by these photos is
the rapici growth of the trees. Men ex-
I)erience(l in fruit-growing in Ontario or
elsewhiere declare it alinost unbelievablc
that trees can corne to such size and into
bearing at suich an early age. Apple
trees l)earirig at four years are no novelty
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