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Sir George Foster le looked upon as was Hion. W. S. Fielding
at the Liberal convention, as too advanced in years.

This leaves of those in the cabinet who would be avail-
able as Hon. Arthur Meighen and Sir Henry Drayton. From
sheer ability, Meighen would undoubtedly b. the choice. R1e
bas the parliamentary genlius and instinct. lie bas the culture
thie position calls for. lie is an aggressive fighter, and any
party which lias him as leader will at least know what they
are flghting for. H1e would go dowa wlth colors flying. The
chief argument that le, uwed against him la tha;t h. is thor-
oughly disliked by Quebec, owing to his connection with con-
scription and the War Times Election Act. It is said that
he could neyer mnake headway lin Quebec, and that no party
,which cannot secure some foilowing la Quebec cannot long
make dlaim to the. national party. Politicians are of the.
opinion that with an economie issue the. governiment should
make soe inroads upon a solid Quebec. However, it le
doubtful whether any leader ceilld mnake gains in Quebec next
eleetion. The issue there, as far as present evidences go for
anything, will be revenge for the defeat of Laurier in 1917.
Every appeal will be mnade to the magic namne of Laurier.
Friends of Meighen ask why ehould he be sacrificed because
he bore the brunt of the parliamentary flght for a conscrip-
tion measure.

As a compromise, Sir Henry Drayton might b. possible.
lie Iacks, however, parlianm.ntary .iiperience, and lias yet,
aftter ai], hie spurs to win. Unless soni. dark hors. lons
up the. present gueàs le Meighen.

Public Accounts Comiuittee Meets

Public expenditures aggregating approximately $300,-
000,000 and covering several items of public interest, inelud-
ing $121,640,016 for pay of Canadian forces overseas, came
before the public accounts committee on June llth. The co--
mittee passed the formial motions asking for the production
of documents, etc., also for the. attendance ot witnesses. This
le the. first sitting of the. public accounts committee this
session; lin faet, for nearly two seesions. Intereet, however,
was somewhat lacking, there being a bar. quorum present.
lIt was deided to ask the houee to reduce the quorum number
from twenty-one to twelve. Among the items named were the
follow1ng: $23,593 paid to Major R. R. Napier for travel and
expense $45,103 for adv.rtising and $27,103 for printing in
connection with the. national war savings coxnmittee; $4,200
paid te W. S. Leckie, secretary of the War Purchasing Comn-
mission; $17,124 for the visit of the. French mission; $1,792
to <Colley ani Scott, custom2 brokers; $147,169,18-7 from cus-
toms duties recelved on tractore, ditchers and agricultural
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