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OUR AUTUMN MANOEUVRES.

NI field day which was held on
Thanksgiving Day in Toronto was an
excellent example of the really hard
and enthusiastic work which can be
obtained from militia which are pro-
perly handled. The day was a public
holiday, the first break in work since
the early part of September, and yet
the four infantry battalions — the
Queen’s Own, the Royal Grenadiers,
the 13th, of Hamilton, and the 48th
Highlanders—turned out almost to their full establishment. The
13th, it should be noted, went to the inconvenience of traveling
from Hamilton to attend the manwuvres. The roads were muddy,
the ground most difficult and many of the troops had some miles of
difficult marching before the work of the sham fight commenced.
‘T'he whole of the circumstances were most creditable to their zeal
and military enthusiasm,

Irom the tactical standpoint we have the authority of the Dis-
trict Officer Commanding for concluding that the field day was
most instructive. ‘True, the ground was exceedingly dificult; butin
actual war operations will take place on very difficult ground.
Again, the ground, withallits difficulty, isin the immediate vicinity,
indeed is, in large measure, actually included within the limits of
the City of Toronto; and there surely needs no argument to prove
that the garrison of the city should be familiar with the tactical and
strategic features of the place which it exists to defend. The of-
ficers who have been at the manwuvres of the lasi few years have
now worked over the rough ground of High Park to the west of the
city—closely adjoining, by the way, the spot where the Americans
landed in 1813—the high ground to the immediate north, and now
the heights of the Don Valley to the east of the city. The topo-
graphical knowledge thus attained, if nothing else, should be valu-
able in the extreme. In fact, it is worthy of notice that many of
the more zealous officers spent days previous to the field day in ex-
ploring the ground. One, for instance, was out on no less than
seven occasions. One company ofticer spent three afternoons on
the ground, and he reaped his reward, for his company had to
work over very rugged country, in which his local knowledge thus
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acquired proved exceedingly valuable. This is an eminently prac-
tical form of training—it ‘‘looks like business,”’ as the Minister
observed—and methods which give such excellent results, and
which unquestionably stimulate the ardor of all connected with
the force, should by all means be encouraged.

DR. BORDEN ON POLITICS.

THI‘Z Minister of Militia in his speech at the garrison dinner

in Toronto said there was no politics in the administration
of military affairs. He made this a strong point. There is a

suspicion that this is not in accordance with facts.

When fault was found with him for allowing the general order
to go through which gives remarkable advantages to the officers of
the permanent corps, he said that the Major-General advised
him that the general order was fair and necessary, that it was in the
intevests of the force, active as well as permanent. Receiving such
a strong recommendation from his subordinates, Ir. Borden prac-
tically said that he must abide by it unless a very much stronger
case was made out by the otficers of the active militia in the ditfer-
ent parts of Canada.

It is generally known that things have not been running
smoothly in the Queen’s Own Rifles. Lieut.-Col. Otter, 1.O.C.,
was instructed to inquire intc the cause of the trouble and report
upon it. He was specially fitted for the work. He commanded the
regiment for many years and made it what it is, the finest regiment
in Canada. He came to the conclusion that Lieut.-Col. Hamilton
was to blame, and so reported to the General Officer Commanding.
The latter, after carcfully considering the question, reported to the
Minister of Militia, in effect, that the interests of the force would be
hest served by allowing Lieut.-Col. Hamilton to retire.

The Minister has been in possession of the General's recom-
mendation since he took office, five months ago.
any attention to the (ieneral’s recommendation.

He has not paid
Why ?

Lieut.-Col. Hamilton is a Liberal of long standing. For many
years he was, and is yet, somewhat of a professional politician.
He has been a soit of general agent of the party. If the Conser-
vatives had remained in power, there are few who do not think that
he would have been placed on the retired list long ago.

In fairness to Lieut.-Col. Hamilton, we have to state that his
case is simply mentioned as an example, because it is bhefore the
public at the present time.  We are not discussing the merits of it.
It is a matter of discipline. It is not within our field.

Dr. Borden, we fecl sure, means well, but he wilt have to fight
against the ward politician or else he will soon drop into the groove
of some of his predecessors.  He has an opportunity of making his
Department independent of political influence. The Conservative
press have treated him more liberally than any other member of
the Government, because they, too, want him to follow indepen-
dent lines.

“BUSINESS IS BUSINESS.”
To the Faitor of The Star
SR, —\We are aformed ahat the conract B the supplv ot coal o ahe
military school, S Johns Lo nest vear Tus finadh been gwarded ot the follow
g pri.u-\ CONtonve N3 ednl NTA
.

~oft. 8,730 Ourender o the supply was

as follows : Stove, Spnos eae Sgqo. solt, Spoo 0 Vs there are abont oo tons
used i the harrack< dunng the vear st s casy to calendate what the Jossis o the
conmey an this transaction 7 Bismess s hisimess

BIsstoor & DboNaanny
St Johns, Que,

The above is from The Montreal Star and is republished for the
information of the Minister of Militia.  There have been frauds in
the past in the supply of coal and wond to the Militia Department,
[tis to be hoped that they are now at an end. [t is the duty of

cvery member of the foree to report anvthing of this sort.  Fvery



