
NOVEMBER, 25TY, i886] -T H E CANADIAN MILITIA GAZETTE. 565
a resuit to which I amrn ot now accustomed, and which my doctor certi-
fied to be "'a slight contusion over the right side of the lower jawv, arising
from the recoil of a rifle." I mention this fact for what it is wvorth, and
in my contention that the stock is too straight.

TIhe Secretary of War has determined to issue 6o Enfield-Martini
rifles to skilled volunteers, per National rifle association, for trial and
report, but from ail I can learn some time will elapse before the rifles are
issued, as sundry alterations, resulting ftom the reports sent in by the
regulars, have in the first instance to be made. This is the step which
should have been taken simultaneously with the issue of i,ooo to the
arrny; but better late than ever-that is, if late ever cornes.

Magazine Rifles.

AGREAT deal of ink is spilling just now over the question of inaga-Azi ne rifles for military use. Several of the continental armies have
adopted some form of repeater. The English ordnance boards are
working over the problem with no End of civilian advice. Ini our own
country, the men on the new cruisers wilI be arrned with a magazine
weapon, but the cry is for its universal adoption. The old objection that
i n the excitement of conflict the nmen would empty the magazine without
rcsult in any way commnensurate wvith the consumiption of ainmunition is
no longer held to have any weight. Against it the argunent is urged that
it would break up the morale and efficiency of the oldest fighters to
know the enerny had a rnuch better arm, while with such a reservoir of
dlestruction as a well-filled cartridge chamber, the mien wilI gain in steadi-
ness, and rc-serve their fire until its best effect can be gained. WVhat
with long-range iiitary rifles to create dismay before the enemy is in
sight, and a close skirrnîshing fire frorn magazine arms, war will soon be-
corne too sure a rnethod of death for the most enthusiastic glory humter.
-. For-esi and Streami.

The New "Distinguished Service Order."

WAR OFFICE,, Nov. 6, 1886.
VICTORIA, R. and 1.

Victoria, by the Grace of God, of the United Kingdorn of Great
Britain and lreland, Queen, 1)efender of the Faith, Empress of India,
to ail whom these presents shall corne, greeting-

Whereas we have taken into Our Royal consideration that the
ineans of adequately rewarding the distinguished services of Officers in
our Naval and Military Services who have been honorably nentioned in
I espatches are lirnîted; now for the purpose of attaining an end so
(lesirable as that of rewardi ng individual instances of nieritorlous or dis-
tinguished service in war, W\e have instituted and created, and by these
presents, for Us, Our Heirs and Successors, do institute and create a
new Naval and Military Order of l)istinction-to be designated as here-
inafter described-which we are desirous should be highlv prized by the
Officers of our Naval and Military Services, and we are graciously lleased
to make, ordain, and establish the following rules and ordinances for the
goverriment of the same, which shaîl henceforth be invoilahly observed
and kept:-

Firstly. It is ordained that this Order shahl henceforth be styled and
designated the "Distinguishd Service Order."

Secondly. It is ordained that the order shaîl consist of the Sover-
eign, and of suchi Members or Companions as We Our Heirs or Suc-
cessors, shaîl appoint.

Trhirdl),. It is ordained that WXe, Our Heirs and Successors, Kings
and Queens Regnant of the United Kingdorn of Great Britain and
Ireland, Emiperors and Empresses of India, are and for ever shaîl be
Sovereigns of this Order.

Fourthly. It is ordained that no person shaîl be eligible for this dis-
tinction who doth not actually hold, at the time of his nomination, a
commission in Our Navv,* in our Land Forces or Marines, or Our Indian
or Colonial Naval or Military Forces, or a Commission in one of the
l)epartments of our Navy or Army, the holder of which is entitled to
honorary or relative Navy or Ariny rank, nor shail any person be nomi-
nated unless bis services shaîl have been rnarked by the special mention
of bis name, by the AdmiraI or Senior Naval Officer Comrnanding a
Squadron or detached Naval Force, or by the Commander-in-Chief of
the Forces in the Field, in l)espatches for nmeritorious or distinguished
service in the field or before the enemy.

Fifthly. ht is ordained that Foreign Officers who have heen asso-
ciated in Naval and Military operations with our Forces shaîl be eligille
to be Honorary Members -of this Order.

Sixthly. It is ordained that when We, Our Heirs and Successors,
sItaîl be pleased to appoint any person to be a Member of this Order,
such appointment shail be made by Warrant under Our Sign Manual, and
countersigned by one of Our Principal Secretaries of State.

Seventhly. It is ordained that the decoration of the Order shall be,

and shall be worn as is hereinafter set forth.
Eightly.- It is ordained that an 'Officer shall be'appointed to this.

Order, that is to say, a Secretary and Registrar.
Ninthly. It is ordained that the Secretary and Registrar of this.

Order shail be appointed by Us, Our Heirs and Successors, and shahl
have the custody of the archives of the Order. He shahl attend. to the
service of the Order, and shahl excute such directions as he may receive'
from Our Principal Secretary of State f r XVar.

Tenthly. It is ordained that this Order shahl rank next to, and im-
înediately after, Our Order of the Indian Empire, and that the Compan-
ions thereof shahl in aIl places and assemblies whatsoever have place and
precedency next to, and immediately after, the Companions of Our said
Order of the Indian Empire, and shaîl rank among themfselves according
to the dates of their respective nominations.

Eleventhly. It is ordained that the Badge of the Order, which shalh
consist of a gold cross, enamelled white, edged gold, having on one side
thereof in the centre, within a wreath of laurel enamielled green, the
Imperial Crown in gold, upon a red enarnelled ground, and on the
reverse, within a similar wreath, and on a simiilar red ground, Our
Imperial and Royal cypher V.R.I., shalH be suspended frorn the left
breast, by a red riband edged blue, of one inch in width.

Tlwelfthly. It is ordained that the narnes of those upon whioniW 'e
rnay be lleased to confer the decoration shal be 1)ublished in the
L ondon Gazette, and a registry thereof kept in the Office of Our
Secretary of State for %Var.

Lastly. W~e reserve to Ourself, our Heirs and Successors, futl power
of annulling, altering, abrogating, augmenting, interpreting, or dispensing
with these Regulations, or any part thereof hby a notification under the
Sign Manual of the Sovereign of the Order.

(;iven at our Court at Balmoral this sixth day of September, in the
fiftieth year of Our Reign, and in the year of Our Lord one thousand
eighit hundred and eighty-six.

B3y Her Majesty's Conand,
W. H.SNI'H

Correspondence.

7à the Eio of the Cana/ian i/itiiia Gazette.
I)EA SI R, -1 read in your c(lunnis of last week that .Sergt.-Instruictor Gauthier

hias left the infantry school of St. John's. This institution hias indeed lost a miost
valuable instructor, but I learn with pleasure that le hýs nol given up niiilitary lire
altogether. l'le junior officers of the 65th are now following a c nirse of instructions
under the able supervision of NIr. (;atthier. 1 Lad the oppiortunity of seeing theni
at work last week and wvas amiazed at n(ticng the precision with which the seyerai
niovenients were perfornied. It is tu be hoped that the officers of other corps (flot
,tîalified) 'viii take advantige of such a good oppnrtunity tu studly prev'ious to passing

their exanlijations. The yoting officers of the 65th wili go to St. John's at the end of
next Mlarch for a special course, and by that time, 1 have nio (ouIt, they wil l e velI
up tu their work and wiIl return delighted with the resuits of a few weeks study.

As theGAZ'/E''1 takes great interest in the welfare of our iiilitia 1 hope that yout
wilI insert this. JOS. W.XV '. N:AUI.

Queries and Replies.

Q. What is the origin of the use of the Broad Arrowv as a mark for British arniy
propcrty? G. S.

A. The Broad Arrow wvas the cognizance of H enry, Viscotint Sydney, EarI of
Ro)mney, wvho xvas Nl.,ster-(;cierai of tLe Ordnance fromi 1693 tb 1702. Il was in-
troduced by hini, and hias cver since been usc< t,, mark goveriimient, and particularly
ordnance proi-erty. \Ve Lad an idea il was used earlier thanl this, but cau iiund 1
authenî.ic accotait of such use. Can any of our readers l>l us?-Ei>.

Q. Can any of your readers tell nie why the ien shouli beat tLe "attack ' evcry
lime the>' conic to the "guar(Ii in the bayonet exercise? It Las been introduced in the
schools, and 1 ish t know the authority for it. IIEAI> l>ARRY.

Q. WilI you kindly explain the authority under whichi the officers of the l'rinces
Louise Dragoon (inards appear on a church p)aradle ilu Ii// des,ç uniforni, and thus
ignore the regulations defining -church parade order." lil'nlo.N S'nc1(K.

A. XiII Button Stick please nanie the regulation defining "church parade order",;
il seenis t10is a inatter sulject to reginiental or district regulation; at lent we can
~fl(l nothing dlefîning wvhat shahll e worn at chuirch parades, and( have delayed insert-
ing his qucry, hoping for more light. WVho can help) us?

Mess Room Yarns.

"lThat reminds me."
Ma.jor-G;encral Drayson, RA., in a recent volume entitlc(l-"Experiences of a

Woolwich Professor during fifteen ycars -it the Royal %Iilitary Acad(eniy," tells sonie
good stories about military rcd-tape. The hest relates to Lis own Indian expeiiences:
"In order to draw our pay it was necessary tu forward on the hast day of each inonth
a certificatc sating that the individual was then alive. l)uring the nîonths of June
andl july 1 was travelling in the Ilimialayas, in wild districts wherc no Englishman was
within mniles, On nîy return to Sinila 1 forwarded a certificate on the 31st August,
stating that 1 was alive, and requesting that niy pay for june, July and August should
lie paid to my bankers. In reply 1 received a commnunication stating that niy pay for
August would Le creditcd to nie, but that therc was no certiicate tb prove that 1I waf
alive in June andl July."
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