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beh mnd the scenes that the late Emperor U'rederick con-
tcmiplated this restitution, and that the present chivaîrous
\'oiUig 1tlîncror has only waited uuîtil lie feit lîitnself suffi-
ciently' sirong to inove in the inatter. Tihis hie will shortly,
(Io Nvith the full approval (if the larger (.erman states-of
livaria atid Saxony---and ail sensible men in the Gernian
Empire. 'l'le new year niay therefore bring the mnost solid
possi ble gutaranitce Of lAtropean peace.-E..

Sir 1,'redlerick Roberts, Bart., C.C.B., G.C.I.E., NV.C., is
retitriing front tlie (X.mmiand-in-Chief of our Army in India.
lie is witiot. doubt the miost able and distinguished gen-
cral in the service. 'l'lie (jue3tion in miitary circles is-
whio liv*ll stcceed himi ? 'lle appointiient is a good one--
svorth sOiiiie /J8,ooo a year-so innunierahie "pltc"
and "c.irlet" sol(liers are tishing for it. 'lIhere is quite a
btizz at the Horse (suards. Th'le position Sir Frederick
v*acates esjiecially requires a.wise and experienced soldier-
the iIUeat<in to it is im es tesafety of our
Indian Emipire' Whomi have wse capable to succeed the
brave and mio(lest hiero of Lucknotl, and of Canclar ?
J lord \Vokel(y! Save the mark! 'Ihat wouild indeed be
setting '4iiml)ud(etnce" in the chair of "dignity." l'le Vice-
roy and Sir lrericCk recominend Major-General WVhîte.
'lhey kîîosm' whlo is fi t. It is too nilh to Ilope, howevcr,
that ie " bac-tkstair " influence at home will permit the
selecti.- .

'l'ie new l)alloniflg plant for the use of the French armiy
arrmved r-e-enitly at Arras fromi the îvorks ofChalais-Metidoti
and (liffers princip>ally froni the old apparatus by the exclus-
ive cinploynment of liv' rogen gas, conipressed to 200ato-
plîcs iii stecel cylinders, for inflatîng the ballVon. As such
cylinders only weig4h six kilos to carth cubic metre of gas the
,urostatic plant is considerahly lighitetied, since the preprio
of the gais on the spot %vould hiave iiecessitated the transport
of niine kilos ol chemnical miaterials for eachi cubic mietre of
'as pr<lid, svîthotit takîng carria"es and rcceivers iiit<

consider.îtiotn. Another advantage which the niew systeni
1 ossesses cnît ii the cxtraordinzary short timie--filteeni
înnutcs r-eîItiire<l lOr infiating the balloon. Nireover.
svater cati in this case l)e dispcnsed withi, while with the old
svstif it sas nceussary to have a supl)py continually on die
spot. 'l'lî wh1ole (>leratiorl of inflating the 1xalloon is
rendlclC( extreînely simple, and no prelinîinary 0l)erations
are Cllie1 'l'lie l'alloon cati therefore be, so to sa>', miost
rapidly, imobilised, and thuts tactical opportunity can be
utilisc(, silice the balloon can be got ready at any moment
andl in any place. ihtcarniages have been constructed
at Chailaîs-Meuýtdoni, each of which is capable of conveyinig
cîglit cylinders \whIicli are provided with a brass closi 1g
valve, constructcd by 'Major Renard. 'Iwo carniages fuilv
laden wvîth cylinders are rcmjuired for the inflation of the
balloon. 'lo comprcss the gas a purnp is employed, vhich
cati compress i15o cti>ic metres cf hydrogen under a pressure
Of 200 atniospheres iii one hour. ht has been stated that
the gais uiscd tor infliting the balloon can be recovered and
a-ga in coiil)ress(l iii the cylinderq, but this is incorrect, fo>r
the compression of the gas reiluire;s considerable tie, as
well as ver>' poverful and ponderous stationary miachinery,
svhich could flot accoînpany the armny during a campaign,
A\n acrostatic park is t<) Ucattachcd to each armiy corps and
placed tunder the dirct authority o>f the hiend of the genceral
staff, andi onie to eacli fortifled p)lace desienated by the
Minîster of War. 'l'lie ascents hitherto miade have suffi-
ciently proved the excellent material and construction of
the balloons, whîehi nia>' ierhaps be destined to neutralise
to sonie extent the advantages claimied for smnokeless pow-
der, sitîce they cati li so rapidly utilisedl and enable the
occupants of the car to discover the position of the eneniy
at a grcat distance.
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