4

THE THUE WITNESS AND OATHOLIG CHRONIOLR.

—— e

men he held in his keeping the reputa-
tion for ability of onr public men. As
leader of the Bur of Ontario his siiccess
arfailure wonld redouned upon that body.
a8 Cliancellor of the Universily of
Toronto, be had 1o maintain the reputa-
tion for sehnlamship of Canada. Ho had
proved that Irish genjus does not dete:-
nmte upon Canadian toil and in his
firat encounter with Chamberlain he had
routed that deserter from Madline and
won the admiration and the praise of one
of the bitter enimies of the canse he was
fighting for. (Prolonged cheers.) Mr.
Currau concluded a splendid speech by
referring to the bill now belore the
House of Commona, containing as it did
every clheck and every guarantee for the
Proteatant minority. And in this ocon-
nection he would mention that the
enemies of Home Rule were conatantly
stating : “You shall not have the cantrol
of the tariff and you cannot foster native
industries in Ireiand and if you ocould
there is no coal there for manufacturing
urposes.” Aa to the first objection the
rish perlisment conld bonus industries
and for a time exempt them from tax-
ation and even smalt wages would be a
boon to those who had now no employ-
ment. True, they had no coal, but they |
had as fine water-powers as were to be
found in the world and these could gen-
erate electricity which was destined to
be the great moter power of the future.
(Cheers.) Lastly, they must adopt a
licy of conciliation. They had the
dberal Protestants of Ireland always
with them ; the others they must win.
They should cherish the sentiment of
the great national poet of Ireland:
Erin, thy stlent tear never shall ceare,
Erin, thy lapguld smile ne'er shall increase
Til likethe rainbow’s light
Thy various tints untte,
And form {n heaven's alght
Une arch of peace.

{ Prolonged cheering.)

Mr. Curran concluded his remarks by
& slrong appeal for pecuniary aid to the
Home Rule party and resumed bis seat
amidast great cheering,
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Address by Mr. Nicholas Flood Davin,
M. P,

Ladies and Gentlemen,—The following
resclution has been placed in my hands
to move :—

“ That this meeting, recognizing the advan-
tages and privileges of oltlzenship in the
British Empire, rejolcea al the prospect of the
success of a policy which,by glving those ad-
vantages and privileges in a form acceptable to
the ideas and aspirations of millions of men,
will ensure the peace and prosperity of Ire-
land, and cement and strengthen the Empire
of which that country forms so important a
’“t."

I am here to-night at some incon-
venience to myselt because [ ought. to be
somewhere else, but [ cannot be some-
where else for the best reason in the
world, the reason given by a countryman
of mine who said that no fellow conld be
in two places at once unless he was a
bird (laughter), but, air, let me say that

of my conntry that I must die potitically,
Wel, sir, threatand men live long and
you 1emember that cullege rliyme ! —

. And must Trelawney dle,
Annt must Trelawasy dle,
Then 30,000 Corni«h boy
Will know the reasnn w

At this point a gentleman arose and
asked leave to propound a question. Mr,
Davin consented.

“You said,” continued the gentleman,
“that you were here Lo })lemi for us to
the world snd to plead for Lhe cause of
Ireland. I ask you if yon could piend a
few favors on behalf of my Lord Harting-
ton, Mr. Joe Chamberlain and Sir Henry
James, for they appear to be in & pitiable
condition.”

Mr. Davio—*I'll do more than that,
I'll not only plead for them here, but I'll
lead for them at the throne of grace.”
Loud appluuse, laughter and cheers.
Sir, I am here for another reason, and

am here to plead for Home Rule in the
interests of the British Empire. I
am here for a still further reason, hoping
that my voice ahall extend beyond these
walls and that its echo may even be
heard across the .Atlantic, that my
fellow Irish Protestants, because of
reasons that 1 will advance here to-
night, may be Jed to turn away
from & policy that is short-sighted, that
is foolish, that is suicidal in regard to
themselves. (Loud applause.) Now,sir,
you will see that as between free cen-
tralized Government, suchh as you have
at present in Great Britain and Ireland,
and a free Federal Government, I am not
aure that I myself might not lesn to the
free Centralized Government if it were a
success ; but as one of the conditions of
proof of atability of any form of govern-
ment is this,—that it must succeed. A
Government that does not succeed; a
Government that does mot secure the
confidence of the people; & Government
that does not make the people happy
and prosperous,—I do not care whether
it is Federal or Unitive or a free cen-
tralized Government,—that Government
ia clearly a failure. And has not the
Union been a miserable failure, made
under such unhappy auspices at the close
of the jast century, when God and man
and devils forhade the bauns? (Loud
applause.) Has not that Union been an
utter failure? What was its history up
to the time Mr. Gladstone began his
remedial legislation ? It was one lung
and dreary reiterated history of coersion
aots. Under it how was the farmer, and
the farmer is one of the most important
individuals in Ireland, as he is among the
most important among our citizens in
Canada—I mean the tenant farmer. He
waas an abgolute serf; he was at the
mercy entirely of the landlord. Have
they self- government in Ireland? Have
they self-government, as we understand
it, in Canada? It is one of the saddest
things in the history of thie world of
ours, that when the stronger people op-

I stand here in an entirely private | press the weaker, they do not stop with
.capacity. I do not stand herein a repre- | the oppression; they then begin to

wsentative capacity to represent a great
.constituency, but I think very few have
paid any attention to this great queation,
and perhaps the majority of them would
oppose the views we advocate here to-
night, and one of the reasons why there
and elsewhere these views would be op-
posed is a reason creditable and apolo-
getic; those who oppose the views that we
advocate here to-night do it, I believe,
nol with any animosity to Ireland but
because thai have not really gone into
this somewhat intricate question, and
they have taken the superficial misrepre-
sentations made in regard to this ques-
tion, so that I want to guard.a,%amst. your
supposing that I speak to-night for any-
body but myself, Iam here aa a private
citizen of Uanada and speaking only
as & unit of the five millions
who are happy citizens of this great
and progressive Dominion. (Applause.)
8ir, 1 am here for another reason, and it
is & characteristically Irish reason. I
think one of the ressons that induced me
to come here to-night is that thereisa
little danger in it. But, sir, here in
Canada and in Treland the character
of Irishmen whether Catholic or Protest-
tant, is utterly misunderstood if men
think—and I will not make any import-
ance of it—that they could prosecute &
- man because he had stood up for the
country of his bixrth, and that the Irish
people either in Caunda or in- Ireland
would stand quiety by. I will fake you
into my confidence, and I will tell ‘you
this, that high in place—I do not mean
in political place~—but there are men
who 'have already sent forth the decree
that. becsuae I raised my voice on behalf

traduce those whom they have op-
pressed ; they then set their carica-
turists to send forth the faces of Gorillas
to_the world, and hireling scribes are
gaid to misrepresent those who have
een defeated and conguered. So that
up to the tper:md of enlighteoment and
diffusion of Imowledge within the last
fifty years, with only fifty or one
hundred miles between the people
thus traduced and their t{raduncers,
ver, inbelligent persons fancy that
Irishmen ad  tails {Laughter.)
In order to make the union workable,
what do you want ? Look at the situa.
tion, and take the case of Ireland. You
find in Ireland a neational sentiment,
there it is, it is an awkward thini it is
true, but there it is, And you bave in
politics as in other matters to recognize
facts,—For hundreds of years all that
power could do has been used to break
down that nationslity ; but like the
little shamrock the emblem of the
nation, the more trodden on, the more
it grew.. (Applause). But we could not
destroy the sentiment in our people,
therefore we must acknowledge this
sentiment as a stern fact that you will
have to deal with. Edmund Burke, the
greateat philosophical atatesman that
any country has ever produced, and I
want to apply his words now to this
thing I call Irish nationality. .“But, oh!
‘what sap must in that gemus live that
crushed by all sorts of obstacles and met
by rock and stone bears up its way until
triumphing over all these difficulties it
waves its green top in the radiance of
the sun,” and that is very much what

ality. What d» we find in Canada ? We
find that people can attend best to their
own local affairs in Canads, and we have
local seli-Government and no portion is
content withont this local self-Govemn-
ment. My Hovnomble friend has
pointed uut how much botter Lhin
could be done, and what public wor
could be carried out. One iustance is
the building of the Cork and Brandon
Railway. To get that railway throogh
Loudun cost as much as to build the
whole line. Now it is local works like
that that will be benefitted by having
local parliament,—there is & point in re-
gard to that in pasaing that I wili make
for the Empire. Do you not think that
the British Parliament should give a few
weeks time to attending to English
affairs ? We ought to give them some
time for that, and the only way.is by
leaving to the Imperial Parliament, Im-
perial concerns, and say all locsl
matters shall be dealt with by the local
Parliament in Ireland. For these
reasons we believe that the Union can
be made workable by Mr. Gladstone's
propositions. It is stated that the re-
ligion of the North of Ireland ia in some
way to be interfered with. In reading
Mr, Gladstone’s Bill, you find there is a
clanse taken almoat yerbatim from
the constitution of the United States
protecting absolutely the religion of the
minority in Ireland, making it impos-
sible fur any Parliament in Dublin to
touch the religion of the people. How
absurd the whole thing 1a—it shows a
complete misunderstanding of the people
of 1reland and of the Catholics,but I will
say thisa much about Catholica—there
are no men of any Christian body who
cling so tenaclously to their religion, and
who are so sensitive in r o any-
thing said against it—no people, I almost
would say 80 supersensative ; but there
are no people connected with any other
religion that I know, who interfere so
little with the religion of other people.
Religion, therefore, is safeguarded. Now
the policy is such to succeed, there is not
an instance in histary of & question hav-
ing come tn the ripeness that this has
come to, and having passed away. It
cannot pass away for several reasons :
If the population of the Empire are con-
vinced that justice is with it, justice is
there. Then again, politicians live an
great questions, and another ambitious
man would come forward to shove it on.
Besides the aggessive party in a state is
sure to increase quicker than the party
that resists it on any given question.
As regards one or two of my friends in
Canads. who oppose Rome Rule—take
Mcr. Dalton McCarthy, for instauce. They
voted for it when Mr, Gladstone was dead
againet it, they said give it : and now
that Mr. Gladstone is ready to giveit,
we will have nothing to do with it.
The policy of Home Rule will, in my
opinion, make the Union a success, thus
you will no longer liave in Ireland a flag
waving over a discontented peopls, but
when that day comes Irishmen living
under Home Rule, favoring all the con-
ditions of national aspirations and those
useful principles that are found to be
necessary for Government, then through-
out all Ireland new impulse will be given
to commerce, to trade, to all that orna-
ments and invigorates life: and those
desolate balls of old renown, that har
mute 80 long and whers despair shivered,
hope is seen and justice like a sceptered
King walks through the land with mercy
as his crowned Queen.

Synopsis of the Addressa by Mr, Charvles
R. Devliu, M.P,

Mr. C. R. Devlin was then ‘called and
delivered & speech leading up to the tol-
lowing resolution, which he movel :

That this meeting, whilst ex;lx]reuln'z 1ts
gratitude to the grea: leader of the Govern-
ment, the Right Hon., W, E. Gladstone, for
the boon he 18 endeavoriug L0 conler upon the
Irlsn nation, thus Airengthening tha bonds
between the peoplies of the British Insles, de-
sireIn a partioular manner 10 copgratulate
our distinguished Canadlan fellow-subject,
Hon, Edward Biake, M.P., upon the great sue-
ocess he has achleved in the House of Com-
mons, thus aiding the cause of Ireland and re-
flecting oredit upon the Dominjonof Canada.
. Thave come as representing 70,000
penple in the Canadian Honge of Com
mons who believe in Home Rule. Iu
means_the settlément of a question,
whichi involvea the happincss of two
nations, I could say more, the happi-
ness of the English- speaking races
throughont the world: "Mr. Gladstune
refuses to be a party to bequeathing to
his country and to his countrymen this
heritage of discord and woe. He would
not sppear 80 honorable in these closing
years of his life if be had ‘forgene any
measure, it 'was possible for hini ‘to take

appears to be the history of Irisb Nation-|

towsrds Registing & cause, which -he - be-

lleves to be just. and he believes rightly.
Mr. Gladatomne will complete the tank
which Daniel O'Connell commenced.
Let us remember that seven yesns ago,
at the sdivanced age of seventy-five, Mr.
Gladetone undertook 1o correct the
wrong of canturies, which notwithstand-
ing the adverse verdict on that occasion
rendered, he persisted in his determina-
tion to lift Inshmen vut of bondage, and
break the chains forged by an age of
darkness. He had to suffer the deser-
tion of lifelong frienda. Obetacles and
hostilitlea were in the way, but justice
was the beacon light by which
the grand old pilot was guided.
So vlrhmil he next n:ndl.dg tl;zil
appeal, he was suppo y the
people of Great Britain and of [reland.
We now believe that at last the prayer
of Ireland’a exiled millions has reached
the heart of the King of Kings and the
Arbiter of Nations. [ will not spesk of
the opposition found in certain quarters,
but I will say this, that it ia not altoge-
ther difficult to undemtand the inflam-
ma sddresses made from time to
time by Lord Salisbury, 8aunderson and-
others. But not all Ulster nor all the
Orangemen of Ulster have to fear for
their safety in the event of Home Rule
being granted Ireland, but we ave warned
that to prove their attachment to the
British Crown that thiey are actually pre-
paring to take up arms against that
crown if Her Majeaty the Queen should
see fit to grant Home Rule. That is
what you may call responsible loyalty.
8o long has injustice prevailed that now
it seems disloyal to adminiater an act of
justice. What crimes are committed in
the name of loyalty ! especially what in-
consistencies and what contradictions,
Let us remember the manifesto issued
by the lodge in Belfast, which declare:
that it woulu be absolute union with r
complete separation from Great Britain.
If they dread not political separation
which]would give disloyalty power, those
whom they are pleased to describe sy
their historic foes, I ask yon upon what
ground can they justify their npposition
to Home Rule, which after all is merely
an extension of local government ? I
am not afraid to say that it is not the Pro-
testants of Ireland who have mosat reason
to feel concerned, it is the Catholics who
have every reason to feel most concerned
because the Bill which shall be framed,
that shall govern ireland, shall have to
pass through the hiands of & Protestant
government before becoming law. It
will haveto pass through a Protestant
Houseof Commona and & House of Lords,
it will then have to receive the sanction
of the Queen and Defender of the Pro-
testant Fuith. Is it not strange that
those Oanadians who are most golicitous
for the continuance of the Union, are
most solicitous for the maintenance of
unjust laws in Canada to minorities. Let
us share in the sacrifice if we would share
in the trinmph; let us remember this,
that Home Rule for Ireland has long
been asked for by the Irish people and
was the object for which Parnell has
struggled. It will bring contentment,
not only to Ireland but to the British
Empire and to all English-speaking races
throughtout the world- .
Address by Mr. Rodolphe Lemleux.

Mr. lemieux spoke as follows in
French :— : .
Mr. President :—I voice the sentiments
of my great compatroite, the French
Janadians who have always sympathized
with Home Rale forIrelénd. ~ As French
‘mnadians we should be untrue to the
traditions of honor aud to the chivalry
of friends if we did not_espousé at -this
moment, the cause vi Ireland in its
struggles with England. Our heartabeat
in unison with ?'oum, and the day when
Home Rule will be proalaimed, when a
free parliament will sit in College Green,
will be & triumgh algo for Quebec. The
cause of Ireland is the cause of Quebeo,
and the history of [reland is the history
of Quebec. As in Ireland, so there were
in Quebec distinguished men, patriots,
who took the caie of the-people in
hand ; one of the foremost, Mr. Papineau,
was courageously defended by (’Connell
for the course he had pursued, and this
fact will always be remembered with
rrateful feelings by the French Caha-
ians. [ am not very old, and my ex-
perience is not ‘very extended, but ‘I
bave read the history of the world and I
have seen that the empire of Rome, “for
example, &t one time so vast, 5o firm, so
powerful, fell in spite of wmillions of
slaves and ~legions of . “soldiers.
‘Queen Victoria presides over the vastest

destinies of the world, but for England
the page in gloomy. As long a5 England



