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INTERESTING ITEMS.

Tie Vierer.—Alhough this favorite little flower has given
its name to one of the primitive colors, we muost not imagine that
the violet is always of a violet hue ; it is often blue, purple, lilae,
or white. The viola tricolor indeed is partly yellow, but then ia
common life this is called a heart’s-ease ; hotanically speaking,
hiowever, itis a violet. The flowers were furmerly considered pec-
toral ; i. ¢. useful in diseases of the cheat ; but the supposed vir-
tues of the whole class of pectoral medicines have vanished before
the severe medical criticism of the last fifty years ; and at the
present day the petals of the violet arenever prescribed by educat-
ed practitioners.  The root of the violet,
and may be useful as a domestic remedy in country praclice.
The dose is forly grains.  'The infusion of violets is onc of the
most delicate tests of the presence of acids and alkalies
mer changes its color to red, the latter to green. According to
Lightfoet, the IMigh'and ladies of former times used the violet as
n cosmetic, the old Guelic receipt beingy ¢ Andint thy face with
_goais” milk in wluch violets have beeoninfused, and there is not a

~ young prince upun carth who will not be charmed with thy
beavmy.”’

however, is an emetic,

the lor-

Dr. Boehman of Wlllcnborn mentions having ycen a man at onc
“meal ent o raw sheep, and a sucking pig ; and by way of dessert
swallowed sixty pounds of prunes, stones and ail.
festive occasion, he ate two bushels uf'chemes with several
carthen vases and chips of n furnace. This meal was followed by
_sundry pieces of glass and pebbles, a shepherd’s bag pipe, rats,
various birds with their feathers,. and an incredible nnnber of
caterpillars.  To conclude his exploit he swallowed a pewter
inkstand, with its pens, His forin
was athletic, and ho could carry four licavy men on his shoulders
for u‘lcaguc. Ho lived to theage of seventy-uine, but dizd in a
most eniaciated state, and, us might be imagined, toothless.

a pen-knife and a sand box.

. Bofion and others have considered the difference in climate as
the cause of the difierent colors fn tne human species.  That the
cause lies deeper hid than this w evident, when we take the simple
fact, llm_tofl!lc people of Africa, nativea of Darfour, Kordoefun,
Bourneawn, and in N, lutitude from 15 to 25°, nearly all, with the
exception of the Egyptians and Arabians, are quite black with
~waolly hair ; while the Persians natives of Degcan, in- India, the
Barmese, Siamese, and Clinese, are all either brown or.copper-
colored.  Mr, Shuw the missionary relates that in South Africa he
had observed o ‘marked digiinction of complerion among the
" various tribes that the Kafllres, /cnlaq, and Buckwanas, on the
azstern side of the Peninsula were black mlh woolly hair, whilst
the Namaquas, Bushimen, und [Totieniots, \ ere copper-coiorcd,
with lank strait hair. ‘ '

Ageto ncertain extent seems to influence insanily, and most
individuals arc alienated between their twentieth and Gftieth year,
Harlem states, that out of one thousand six handred-and: sixty-four
patients admitted into Bedlam, nine hundrediand ten came withiu
this peried of life.  In France it appearsthat most cascd of insanity
arc noticed betweon the ages of twenty-five and thirty-ive. '

When Civsar had conquered Rome, the servilo senate, put him
- to dine with the gods ! Fatigued by and ashamed of these ho-
nors, ke desived the sonate to erase from his statue in the capitol,

the title they had given hinof a demi-god !

In the southern states the number of persons over one handred
vears of ago bear a proportion of twelve to ono in favor of the
blucks over the whites.

Curious CLOC'{—“\C mo:t carious thing in the cathedral

of Lubeck is a clock of singular construction, and very high anti- |

qully Tt is calculated to answer astronomical purposes, rcp|c_
zenting “the places of the sun and moon in the ecliptic, the mocn

age, a perpetaal almanac, and mavy other contrivances. 'l‘hc
clock, as an inscription sets forth, was placedin the chureh on
Candlemas day in 1405, Over the face of itappears an image
of our Saviour, and on ecither side of the image are folding doors,
a0 constructed as to fly open every day when the clock
twelve,

strikes
At this hour, asct of figares representing the twelve
apostles come out from the door on the lef hand of the image,
nud pass by in review before if, cach figure making its obedicnce
by bowing ag it passes that of our Saviour, and afterwards enter-
ing the door on the right hand.  \When the procession termirates
the doors close.— Clark’s Truvels in Scandinavia.

Ttis a remarhable fact, that the astounding evests which ook
place i1 France, but more espocially in Paris, from the year 1789,
the breaking out of the Revolution, to 1793, the reizn of terror,
did net increase tho number of iusane persons above the usual
average. 'The numler of insane persons in the Bicetre in 1788,
was 132, andin 17914, 113,

Sowmne naturalists have aflirmed that the female viper, in cases
of sudden alarm, possesses the faculty of secaring the safety of
her young by swallowing them and keeping them concealed in her

smmach "his assertion, although fabulous, was credited by
¥ir Thomas Brown, and since by Dr. Shaw.

'\mong the various and capricious expenments of Peter the
Gireat. an edict isrecorded ordering his sailors to give salt water

On another||:

to their male children, with a view of accustoming themtoa
beverage which might preclude the necessity of laying in large
stocks of fresh water on board of his ships ! "The result.was
cbvious : this nursery of seamen perished in the experiment.

A Dutch girl of the name of Eve Hergen is reported to have
lived from the year 1597 (o 1611, with no other support than the
scent of flowers. The magistrates of the town,- suspecting im-

‘position, had her closely watched for thirteen successive days

without being able to detect any fraud.

During the height of thie great plague in London, 2 mounte-
bank realized a fortune by announcing that he gave advice to the
poor for nothing : crowds focked 1o consult himn ; but he took
half 2 erown for his remedy, on the plea that though his advice
was given gratis, he was oblized to sell his pbysie.

Tt i3 a Yinlé remarkable, as stated by Mr. Baldwin, that among
upwards of ammillion of inhuabitants ecarried off by the plague in
Upperand Lower Egypt during the space of four years, not a
single oil-man, or dealer in oil suffered. The same fuct was notic-
od during the plagae in London.

men who have acknowledged the facts of animal magnetism, are
Cuvicrand Laplace, who rather admit, that.the Lhinn is not, im-
possible than actaally aflirm xtstrulh and philosophy.-.

Very few _insane persons are to be fuund n ("hm'l, accordmw to
Scott, who nccompunied Lord Macariney’s-embassy 3 and Hum-
boldt states that madness is rare among the n.m\'es of qoulh
Anierica,

is said to have destroyed the trees with its deadly influence.

O’ Brien related tha following dream,
resuited from our conversation on the above subjects, and.from his

and described it as having

engngement in the study of optics.

* [ dreamed,”’ said ke, *¢ that I was walking oathe shore, near
Bray, and looking towards the \elsh mountains, which appeared
distinetly visible.. As T was endeavouring to _make my fancy act
as a magnifier,.and show me the pluius and valleys they enclosed,
[ fourd myself amongst them, bat nowi, strange to say, they
seencd less lofiy than when [ saw them at so considerable a dis-
tance. Also I'bad ceased to he alone, and to my companion,
who, though unl\novsn to me, seemed yet familiar, and in some
sort connected’ with- ny former life, 1 spoke of the wonder with
which T regarded the very strange phenomenon presented:to- ne.
[le endeavorcd-to explain why the. mountains diminished as 1 ap-
proached them, =pol\e of the eﬂ'ecls of mist npd distance ; but}
was not satisfiedi---¢ No,’ said: I, * the laws o(’opucs are violated,
and either these laws are unsnund,.or some strange deception is
practised upon us,  Ob,” said T, delighted at my discovery, ©all
is lelosion—thesc are not vales or mountains—-it is a dream,’---
¢ No,” replied my companion, ©that cannot be ; you may be
dreaming, but T am waking.’---\Vhat absurdity can be imagined
arcater, than that two persons shall beconie invelved in the same
dream, and shull converse in it. I was perplexed, but at length
extricated myself. < There are no two persons—I am the only
person concerned—you.are the mere creatare of. my dream.’'—
¢ That,” said my pertinacious opponent, * that [ deny. Ifeither
be ideal, I insist yon are the shadow, Ifeel my existence too
strong in me to imagine that I am the shade of a dream, or the
dream of a shade, in any other sense than that in which' the “old
philosopher applies that figure to the life of all mankind, T cer-
tainlywill not resign my claim to my- own separate identity.’—
{{ow was this question to be decided > We had both become
satisfied that one of us was the shadow of n dream, but neither
would acquicsco in the notion that he was to have his portion
only in so fleeting an existence. How was the matter to-be de-
cided ? My tormentor proposed a contrivance. Ve should each
aive the other a cuff on the ear, and ascertain thus the shadow
and the substance. I was to strike first, and I delivered my
buffet with hearty good-will ; my hand fell noislessly upon his
check, but to my mortification, there he stood still, with a mali-
cious grin upon his countenance, and readyto repay my blow
with interest,  Now came my trial and alarm. T dreaded what the
effccts of the blow might be ; sure I was that I had real lifo ; but
not sure, that the issue of the trial might not adjudicate me a sha-
dow, ard banish mé forever 10 the land of dreams. My perse-
cuior scemed to enjoy my distress, and to.dally with delight of the
vengeance he was to indulge in, e raised his arm, and strained
his wiuscles for the blow by which I was to be proved nothing ;
but my dread of annihilation bacame too severe, ‘and before the

blow descended, [ awoke in ccstasies that I bad not been pro-
nouaced a vision,”’

-

THE Lover’s lIrarT.—~The following tala is recorded in the
Historical Memoirs of Champagne, by Bougier. It has been a
favorite narrative with the old romance writers ; and-the princi-
pal incident, however objectionable, has been displayed in seve-
ral modern poems. Tt is probable, that the true history will ba
acceptable for its tender and amorous incident, to-the fuir reader.
I find it in some shape related by Howel, in his ¢ Familiar Let-

Among the names cited by Baron Dupotet of distingnished.

Inthe j'ear 73§’,"bei'ore Chrisi, a pestilence raged at Ro{ne;which.

PirevoseNA 1~ DrEaminc.—TFlenlily and Diversily.—|

k

.regiprocal affeetion,
‘from-her Jover, that he had resolved: to aecompany the King and

lers?}’ in one addressed 1o Ben. Jonson.  He recommends it to-
him as asubject ** which perndventure. you. may make usg of inx
your'way ;’’ and conclodes hy saying; '** In.my opinion, whiclia
vails to yours, this is cheice and rich stuffor you to put upon
your loown and make a eurious web of.*” ) -
The Lord: De-Coucy, vassal to-the Count De-Champagne; was.
one of the most accomplished youths-of his iime. . He-loved, with
an exeess of passion, the lady of.the Lord. Du Fayel, who felt a
With: the most ppignant-grief this lady hecrd:

the Count De Champagne to-the-wars of the Tloly Land : bot-she
wosald not oppose his wishes,. because she hoped that his absence-
might dissipate the jealousy of her husband. The time of depar-.
ture having come, these two lovers parted with sorrows of the"
most lively tenderness.. Thelady, in quitting her lover, present-.
ed him with some rings, some diamonds, and with a string thut
she had woven herself of hisown hair, intermixed with silk and.
buttons of large pearls,. 1o serve him, accordingtethe fashion.ofy
those days, to tie a magnificent hood which covered his helmey.
This he gratefully nccepted. oL -

In Pulestine, atthe seige of Acre, in 1191, in- ﬂloriously ascc.r'd- ;
ing the ramparts, he received a wound, which was declared nior-
tal. [le employed the few momenis he had to live in writing to
the Lady Du Fayel ; and he poured “forth the fervor of his soul.
He.ordered his _squiro- to embalm his beart afier death, and to con-
vey it to-his bcluved [mistress, wuh lhp presems he had received
{rom her hands in quitting, her. - B

"The squire, faithful to the’ dying- m}uncuon of'hls master;, re-
turned to France, to present the heart and lhe presents to the
lady of Du Fayel. But when he approached the castle., of thls
lady, he concealed himselfin-the neighbouring wood, till he could,
fud some favoralle moment to complete his pro_r_mse. He had -
the misforture to' be observed by the husband of . this .lady, who
recognized him, and who immediately ‘suspacted ;he came -in .
search of his wife with some message from his master. 1ie threat-
encd to deprive him of his life, if he.did not divulge, the orcnslon
of his retarn. The sqnire assured- lnm that his maater vﬁm dead ;
but DuFayel not believing it, der hxs sword:on him. This man,
frightened at the peril.in which he fuund himself, confessed.ey ery;\
thing ; and put into his hands the heart and letter of his’ masterr_ .
Du Tayel, prompted by the ellest - revenge, ordered, hlB\COOi\IlO
mipce the heart ; and having mixed it wnh meat, he cnuced a
ragout to be made, which:he knew pleased the: nste uf his A |l'c Lo
and had it served to her. The lady ate hearulywaﬁhe dl:h
Aﬂer the. repast Du Fayel mqulred of his wxfe if_ she, hndJ'ound‘ ,'
the r'woulaccordmﬂ to hertaste : she nnawered hnn that“she had
annd lle‘:cellenl 1y is for this reason, that I c'mscd it !o bw ’
served to you, for it isa kind of meat which you very much hked.
You have,"Madam,’* the savage. Du Fayel conlmued ¢ enten lhe
heart of the.Lord-De Coucy.”” But this she would not b_eheve,
till.he showed her the letter of her lover, with the string of his.
hair, and the diamonds she had givea him. Then sbuddeunu in.,
the .mrvulsh of her sensations;.and urged, by the darkest dcqpanr,
she told him—**It istrue that [ loved that heart, becaaae it merit. +
ed to be-loved-; for never could it find its superior ; and since I:
have eaten of so noble a meat, and that my stomnach.is the tomb.
of o precxoua a heart, I vaill take care ‘that nnthmg of inferior
worth shall ever be mixed with it.”” Gricf and pnasmn choaked
her utterance. Sha retired to her.chamber, she closed. the door
for ever ; and refusing to accept of consolation or. food, the amia-
ble victim expired-on lhe fourth’ day —Curiosities of Literature,.
- ' _— : :

Whosvever: does not shun evils og ,sins,)ms no_t Taiih‘, becbuse
hois.in evil, and evil hasan inward. hatred against-truth : out-
wardly, indeed; itcan put on a (riendly appearance, and epdure,
yea, love, that truth should: be in the understanding ; but “when,
tho outward is put off, as.is the case after death, then trnih, which |
was thus for worldly reasons received in a friendly riiiinnet:,
first cast off, afierwards is denied to be truth, and finally is held in
aversion.

-

.

——

In proportion as man shans evils as sins, in the same proportion.
he has faith, because in the same proportion he is principled in,
goad.

They who are in evils, have no faith, owsoever they may
funcy that they have.
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