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OUR NATIONAL LITERATURE.
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In a narrower range, the state of things is the
same in Canada. When a man has a clever pen,
and can make the stores of a widely-read and
scholarly mind interesting to the average readers,
who are always eager for information and enter-
tainment, he has a chance of being engaged on
the press, where the salaries are generally adequate
to his easy livelihood. The result is that we have
proportionately as many able writers as there are
in the United States and England, and while the
field of native reading has, up till lately, been that
of a young and struggling people, the change within
the past fifteen years—or since the era of Con-
federation, indeed—has been most marked.

Then, again, as in Montreal, for instance, we
could name a dozen young men devoted to letters,
in which they have achieved a name, and who
either have private means, or make a living out of
their professions, as lawyers, notaries and medical
practitioners. In Ottawa there are several en-
gaged in the Civil Service, and not a few are pro-
fessors in our seats of learning.

This subject might be pursued much further,
but enough has been said to show that there is
such a living, tangible thing as Canadian litera-
ture ; that the prospects of a yearly improvement,
gowng abreast with the material progress of the
country, are clearly to be seen; and that, if a
clever and successful writer wants to put forth a
book, he ought to have pride and trust enough to
do it, at least partially, out of his own pocket,
with the chances all in his favour that he shall
reap a measure of fame and profit therefrom.
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THE RESOURCES OF CANADA.

While some of our own people are so far blinded
as to run down their country, and work at the
ruin of its institutions, it is a special compensation
to find broad-minded and disinterested Americans
laying the facts about Canada in their true light,
and publishing them to the world with honourable
truthfulness. At a late meeting of the Institute of
Albany, New York, Professor Ralph W. Thomas
read a paper, from which we have nothing else to
do but to quote, the matter being altogether sta-
tistical and authentic.

The question asked is: “What is Canada?”
Geographical Canada has an area of 3,360,000
square miles, of which the Basin of the Hudson’s
Bay alone is 2,000,000 square miles. Canada is
forty times as large as England, Scotland and
Wales. It is equal to three British Indias, and
fifteen times as large as the German Empire. The
excess of its area over that of the United States
is greater than that of the whole area included in
the thirteen colonies joining in the Declaration of
Independence. A country of magnificent areas;
unmeasured arable plain and prairie ; of mountains
rich in minerals; of lacustrine systems dwarfing
those of the United States; of majestic rivers,
wholly within her own borders, measured on the
Missouri-Mississippi scale. This is Canada.

Industrial Canada is great in agriculture and
minerals. Ontario raises the finest barley in the
world and some of the finest draught horses.
The vast Northwest includes 466,000 square miles
of the wheat field of the world. From its situa-
tion it has two hours more of daylight than other
wheat bearing regions on this continent. This
means two hours more of forcing power every
day. Droughts are never feared. Manitoba

claims 75,000,000 acres of wheat fields. The
Canadian wheat crop for the first ten months of
1888 was valued at $5,000,000. The Northwest
regions are capable of supporting a population of
many millions, and immigrants are already pour-
Ing in.  Alberta is the ranch of Canada. Its
climate is so mild, on account of the warm cur-
rents on the Pacific, that cattle and horses roam
over the pastures the year round, and are found
in spring to be in good condition for market.
The Canadians exported $10,000,000 worth of
cattle during the first ten months of 1887.  All
these advantages are to be reinforced by trans-
portation. The Canada Pacific Railroad is a fact,
and the Hudson’s Bay route is promised, by which
Winuipeg is brought 783 miles nearer Liverpool
than by way of Montreal, and 1,052 miles nearer
than by Chicago. By this route Liverpool would
be brought 2,136 miles nearer to China and Japan
than zia New York and San Francisco. If this
route succeeds, Canada will hold the key to the
markets of the world. Coal exists throughout
Canada in abundance, the entire coal area cover-
ing 97,000 square miles.

The copper deposits are pronounced by Mr.
Erastus Wiman to be almost beyond human belief,
The Calumet and Hecla vein is twelve feet thick ;
the Canadian vein is r1,ccc feet thick. The
Geological Survey has located 557 deposits in the
Eastern Townships alone. Gold and silver exist
in great plenty, chiefly in Nova Scotia and British
Columbia. In the latter province $50,000,000
have been taken from the ground by unimproved
methods, and this seems to point to vast deposits
in the mountains.

In Beaver mine, at Port Arthur, discovered in
March last, there is in sight, by actual measure-
ment, $750,000 worth of silver. Like bonanzas
have been reported in British Columbia. Such
exposures are unprecedented. Iron is found in
unlimited quantities and of the best grade. Near
Ottawa there is a hill of iron estimated to contain
100,000,000 tons. The railroad up the valley of
the Trent runs through a continuous iron belt for
150 miles. Mr. Wiman is authority for the state-
ment that at New Glasgow, in Nova Scotia, within
a radius of six miles, there are found hundreds of
tons of iron ore, of the best quality, side by side
with limestone, chemically pure, coke in seams 30
feet thick, all directly on the line of the Inter-
colonial Railway and within six miles of the
Atlantic ocean. This ore could be put on the
wharf in Boston for $1.50 per ton, which, to-day,
costs from $5 to $6 per ton. The Ontario Gov-
ernment has recently sold 150,000 acres of land
for $2 an acre, covering an iron belt seventy-five
miles across.

Commercial Canada has not as yet acquired
that prominence which might be expected when
the resources of the country are considered. Yet,
in her merchant marine, Canada ranks fourth
among the nations of the earth. Commerce is
now being fostered by the Government, and in
1881 the American trade with Canada amounted
to $89,000,000. These facts partly answer the
question ““ What is Canada?” and we hold with
the Professor that they vindicate the Canadian’s
claim for the greatness of his country’s destiny.

The Pacific coast is already buying 300,000,000
tons of Canadian coal every year, in spite of the
duty. American manufacturers are cofnpelled to
go to Malta and Spain for iron, when it exists
within a few hours’ ride of their own borders.



