
8th OCTOBER, 1890

m1890

BjTIni, g Mrs. Howe feit the pathetic yet rousing
uow fonedw ringing in her ears, and getting
tttg Wd eit was still dark, she tried to put

tighWords toit. What she indited in the dim
adt oshe Subsequently deciphered and copied,

PoezO her return to Boston, handed the finished
4toantc James T. Fields, then editor of the
Pearedtlio~t//y. In that magazine it duly ap-after Utitwas not for a considerable time

,th wards that it awoke the popular enthusiasm
liowehwhic rt has long been associated. Mrs.
f er h eceived a welcome in Toronto worthy
i the c aracter and fame, and of a life spent'cause of umanity.

OUR ECONOMIC RESOURCES.
In1 the Mo 

•f827, the a;ntreal Gazette for the 2oth of August,
been eannouncement is made that a society hasof natalshed in this city to promote the studyicesira bistory in general and of these pro-
O th e 16Particular. The society was organized

r the p6t of May in the year aforementioned
Variety Purpose of directing attention to the greatfaYvO f productions with which nature had
aid to aCanada ; to make illustrative collections

qir a convement centre for observation,
el cteY and discussion. S. Sewell, Esq., was,Ctedlpresident; Cols. Hill and Mackay and Dr.

•. dwelwere chosen vice-presidents ; Dr.
Or. Cmes and Mr. J. S. McLeod, secretaries;

cin orse was made treasurer ; Mr. H. H.
kev. gham librarian and cabinet keeper, and
Cairnls sson, Dr. J. Stephenson and Mr. J. M.
report were constituted a committee. The first
readersasssociety-well known to many of our
real a the Natural History Society of Mont-
achieved Wa extremely encouraging-the progress
ceed g in the early months of its existence ex-

oe g eanticipation of its founders. During
tion, theterval that has elapsed since its forma-
proMot. society has proved eminently useful in
and byt 'ithe knowledge of our natural resources

ian colecting and arranging specimens, afford-
and vapportunity of determining their character
alone h In this work, however, it has not been
Que the Literary and Historical Society oftri theough its name implies objects different
trtions j ust enumerated, did not reject con-

establs on natural science, nor did it fail toof nat museum which should contain examples
rationaural wealth. It had alreadv been in

%cietyf for three years when the Montrealtcotia , began its career. Eastward the Novatiral nflstitute of Natural Science and the Na-
>estwrdstory Society of New Brunswick, and
Natura.id the Canadian Institute, the Ottawa Field

.lietyt Club and Literary and ScientificiisteY, the Hamilton Association, the Winnipeg
orgoical and Scientific Society, and several other

evoted ans in various parts of the country have
ed attention to the investigation of our physi-

eologi phy, rocks, soiu, fauna and fora. Our
8on b1cal and Natural History Survey, which will

Ily t ebrating its jubilee, has undertaken offi-
itintarie task in which the societies have been
elts hav engaged, and the provincial govern-

te k ave contributed in diverse ways to extend
gricuOWledge of our natural resources. TheowItiral and Horticultural Societies and Fruit

kXern Associations and the Central and otherbtig to tal farms may be mentioned as contri-
.i, tr •e same result. On the whole, there-

tiv ate re is no lack of agencies, both public and
for Promoting the knowledge of Canada's

Coptineproducts All over our portion of the
arches. hundreds of persons are occupied in re-
olog SInto the mineralogy, the botany, the en-r r gy f the successive districts, and every
lred.esF gains are added to tbe data already ac-

P h ro as far north as Hudson's Bay, and
et bactc Ocean, expeditions of iquiry ave

o 0f back lvaluable information touching the
at 'acifcth ladand water, wbile from Atlantic

utralfi there is nta tract ofcountry whose
h1ted, apabihities have flot been fairly ascer-

ha~t is .,
still needed, however, is a comprehen-

THE DOMINION ILLUSTRATED.

sive showing of the economic worth of all the
productions of Canada that are conveniently ac-
cessible for purposes of manufacture and trade,
with an enumeration of the uses which they may
severally serve. In Ontario, for instance, or
British Columbia or New Brunswick, there must,
in all probability, be products of mine or forest, of
field, river or lake, which bave never yet been
turned to profitable account in the arts and indus-
tries. Statements have doubtless been published
again and again in which such products are inci-
dentally mentioned. But those statements may
have come under the notice of only a limited num-
ber of readers and may have escaped the observa-
tions of the very persons to whom some of the
articles in question would be of practical interest.
This is not a merely hypothetical case, but one of
which Canada has unhappily had frequent experi-
ence. Chance has occasionally revealed to a
tourist, engaged in manufacture, a Canadian
mineral which just met his actual wants. But for
Mr. Henry Moore, who visited Canada not long
since, the bulk of the English fertilizer-makers
would have remained in ignorance of our phos-
phate lands. English paper-makers are importing
pulp woods from Norway which they could get
more cheaply from New Brunswick. Instances of
this kind might be multiplied. The moral of them
is that if Canada's products are to be appreciated
abroad, Canadians must make them known, must
push them in foreign markets. It is not enough to
wait till the managers of some industrial museums
invite our authorities to send them specimens of.*
Canadian forest trees, or minerals or cereals or
fisheries. Whatever is found between the three
oceans and the American boundary line that is of
economic value, it is the duty of Canadians to ad-
vertise until the whole world knows as much about
it as we do ourselves. There never was a better
time than the present, moreover, for compiling an
exhaustive catalogue raisonnée of Canada's natural
products. Whatever is yielded by our mines,
forests, soil, waters, whatever can be used for food
or fodder, for clothes, for ornament, in building, in
manufacture, in the arts, or may contribute directly
or indirectly to the increase of the world's wealth
or to the comfort and security of human life,
should be published abroad as among the economic
resources of the Dominion.

In order to make such a catalogue complete and
trustworthy, the coôperation of all the societies
already mentioned with the departments of the
general and local governments specially concerned
ought to be directed to the task of revision. Ex-
perts might take in hand the classification of the
different sections. We have models for such clas-
sification in the statements prepared by the Geolo-
gical Survey for the great exhibitions. The pro-
duct is described ; the localities where it is found
are mentioned; the extent to which it has been
developed for home manufacture or export abroad
is indicated, and other particulars are added for
the satisfaction of inquirers. Our forests, our
fisheries, our economic fauna, our agricultural pro-
ducts have also been described in some detail in
various publications. But no single book of refer-
ence, showing at a glance what products Canada
has to exchange with other lands, and in what coun-
tries a market has been or might be found for
them has yet been compiled. The present crisis
in our economic history demands that no expedient
which would tend to the advantageous develop-
ment of all the resources of the Dominion should
be left untried, and the first thing necessary is to
make sure what those resources are, where they
are situated and what their value may be compared
with like products in other parts of the world.
Every local society which contributes something to
the aggregate of such economic data is doing a
work that must promote the prosperity of the
Dominon.

FROM WORDS TO ACTION.

Some time ago, in connection with the meeting of
the Forestry Congress at Quebec, we gave a brief
survey of the state of forest administration in
Canada, as modified by the movement begun about
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nine or ten years ago. How little has really been
done, notwithstanding all that has been written on
the subject, is disclosed by the recommendations
put forward at the Quebec Conference. Most ofthem are virtually the same that were proposed,
discussed and adopted at the Montreal congress
eight years ago. The chief advantage gained inthe interval is that, thanks to the earnest efforts ofa few practical men, officially or through inclina-tion interested in the subject, the public mind isbetter prepared for the suggested changes than itwas in 1882. Of words we have had enough from
both experts and amateurs. The forestry agitation
has swept over the whole continent and beyond it.Indeed, as we have alreaJy pointed out, the move-ment in Great Britain anticipated the American
awakening by several years, and as Great Britain
implies a good share of Asia, Africa, Oceanicaand America, public attention had been directed
to the waning of the forest primeval in Australia,
Ceylon. India and South Africa, before cis-Atlanticenthusiasts began to spread the alarm. The com-
prehensive report which we have already summar-ized is evidence of the fact. We may add that in
England the agitation was not fruitless, for the
simple reason that it was only necessary to crossthe channel to find in operation an admirable sys-tem of forestry education and management. It
has been computed that, had our Viking Mother-
land continued to place dependence on wooden
walls, long since every oak (not to speak of other
timber) would have been exterminated from theface of the "tight little island." On the continent
they were more provident. Both in France andGermany it was long ago foreseen that, at theactual rate of destruction, even the apparently
endless contiguity of shade which had won the
admiration of Roman writers two thousand years
ago, would within an appreciable time have disap-
peared from the Fatherland, thus causing all kinds
of damage to the denuded regions. Due precau-
tions were, therefore, taken. * Forest conservation
and renewal became an affair of state, and the
state took care that its salutary provisions were
not disregarded.

Some of our readers who visited France last
year may doubtless have been attracted to the
forestry exhibit of the Exposition, one of its most
interesting and instructive features. In the admir-
able report prepared by M. H. de Parville it may
be advantageously studied. We are not surprised,
therefore, to find that, among the papers read at
the Quebec Congress, one of the most practicallyvaluable (that of Mr. J. X. Perrault) is based on
the French administrative system. Mr. Perrault,
who has a right to speak with authority, beingsecretary to the Quebec Forestry Association,
counsels the prompt adoption and enforcement in
this province of the French plan of forestry regu-lation and supervision. He recommends the Gov-
ernment to send to the Forestry School of Nancy
a few intelligent young men, who in due time would
be qualified to take the direction of our forests.
He would have the whole provincial domain divid-
ed into five forest regions-those of the Ottawa,
the St. Maurice, the Saguenay, the Eastern Town-
ships and Gaspésie, and each division placed in
charge of a trained superintendent, with a trainedstaff of assistants. The pith of his paper, how-
ever, lies in the recommendation of the "coupe
règlée," by which plan the yearly cut is not to sur-
pass a twentieth of the timber growth within anydivision. The remaining 95 per cent is left to itsnatural development and strictly protected from
aggression. The other regulations concerning the
supply of the market, the safe and economicalpre-
paration of the timber, guarding against forestfires, issue naturally from the central feature of the
system. As the main objection to any innovationof this kind is its expense, Mr. Perrault disabusesthe minds of his readers on that point. . He urges
that, once the system is in operation (and to thisend trained experts are a primary necessity) it will
be greatly cheaper in the end, saving the countrythe waste of one of its most precious resources,
and preventing (what is sure to comne if some plan
of precaution be not applied) the gradual exhaus-
tion of our forests-a nemesis that bas overtake
Iands as richly endowed as our own, e


