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LETTERS OL.D AND NEMV.
SITH ail the impravcmcents of the Iast fifty years in

inaking and sizing palier. and in ciosing and

la securing icttcrs, qtili thcrc is a charin about a
quaint aid ietter of liaif a ccntury ago tilat is

rarcly round iii mie of the tcicgrapiîic notes of the present day.
Not oniy, is thcrc a cbarni whîici miight bc given by the re-
spectable age and probable associations of an aid icttcr, but
tiicre is an air of dignity and quiet style tiiat is connoniy
wanting in morc miodern letters. aîotwithstanding the later
-idjuncts of becavy calendcred papcr. embosscd crests, and
shapeiy cnveiopcs. The oid lettcr as it cames out of its
trunk, in the garret. ks ainiost a patent of rcspectabiiity for its
writcr. WVitb its rougi surfaice so fuit of ridges andi uncven
spot%. ane wandcrs it cnuld ever have been written uponi
with its carcfuily wcrded addrcss, the Ministers, and Esquires
and ait the tittes in..crted witbi gleat prcision ; witit'its old-
fashioned statut), the like of wbiicbi maniy a fine nid igentic-
man lias licked and gruinbked ovcr because it wouid flot
stick .and, above ail, wvith its great scai of wvax. be.tring the
hicavy impression, perhaps, of a coat-cif-arms, perbaps of sanie
fiily cmibiem cut in a ring, pcrhaps oniy the inprint or a1
coin-witit ail theîe things to rccomncnéid it ta the present
gcncrationi or lovers af aiod things. the aid ictter ks grand,
and stateiy, andi attractive. Unfoldinig the intricate creases
thiat mnake an envelope of the back af the shect. the conîtents~
kcep ulp the impression creatcd b>'th Uc\eterior. The pien-
mansbip is rigid anmd rormat as the style of the letter, and
the wording. cvc:î wlien written by a b1uïband ta his wifc, a.;
dignified as if tddre';.sd ta bis -soveceigii. The beginning
soicminly withIl My dear wvife," and the courtiy ending of
IPermit nie to -.ubicribe niîyseif your a«fectionate Ii'.banl."


