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S BLAISE PASCAL.

i Tell me, father, what is meant by Geome-
Tty 12 -Sueh were the words of'a child of nine
_yenrs' old, one summer evening in the year
1632, They were uttered in a large room in o
“hougein Parisy and addressed to a pale, ine
telligent Jooking man- in the prime of life. Ilo
- was seated at a table covered with books, maps,
‘ete., and the shade'which deep thought aud -
" eessantstudy had cast over his braw, was - dis.
sipated by the wellpleased smile with which he
grzed-on theupturned face of his litle son,—
It was no contmon countenance o look on :
. childish as were the features, mind had stamped
them, and a fervent soul loaked through thosc
bright young cyes, as the boy anxiously await.
ed his father's reply. L ) Fo

i Geometry, my child, is the scienee whicl
considers the extent of bodies : that is to sav,

their three dimensions—length, breadih, and
depth s it teaches how to {orm ﬁ;,;"m'es inaju t
precise manner, apd to cempare them one with
another.”

n“ll-': ther,” said the child, I will learn Ge-

omatry !*? )
** Nay, my boy, you are teo young and sickly
for such astudy’; you have been all day poring
over your books: go mow iato the garden
with yeur cousin Charles, and have a pleasant
- game of play this fine o*.'cning_z:’_’

*1denteare for the play-things that amuse
Charles, and he does not hke my books 3 et
me stay here with you, amd tell me i the
straight and round lines vou often draw  are
patt of Gegmetry.” .

The father sighed as he Inoked at the slight
and delieate form and ffoshed cheek of Bis san,
and taking the litde burning hand of his son,
aud pmliné aside his books, « \\'ul!_, Diaige,” f1e
answered, T will take a walk with you my-
selfy and breathe 1he fresh atry and ol the
sweet flowers; but vou mnst ask we no more
questions about Geomewry.” _

Such was ane of the first manifortations of
Blsise Pascal's intelieet ;- the carly diwning of
that mathematical fenius, destined in a fow
years to astonish Lurope, which would proba.
Dy have achivved wonders in setenee, rivalling
the subsequent discoveries of Newton znid L.
Place, had he pot, while still yoang, abandoned
the pursuit of carthly kuowledee, and dedicated
all his powers of mind and body to the serviee
of religion and the good of Lis Tollow men.
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is father, Etienna Pascal, was 2 mun of | - -
His father, Etiennz Paseal, s amun of! heetic eheck of her Deloved master.

talent, well known and esteemed by the hterati
of the day. Haviuz himsel exporienced the
absorbing nature of wathematics] pursuits, hie
did not wish his son to engagéin them vuiil iy
mind. should be matured and his boady ingre
vigour; and as Blaise did not again me stiost the
word Geomutry, and . ceased: 1o linger long-.in
the study, his fathier hoped that balis and hoops
had atJength chased cireles and triaugies froin
his brajn. v At the end of.a longicorridor, in

Mr, ‘Puscal's house, there was an apartmsent |

whicli ‘wagonly used as'a lumber roomy; and

consequently seidom opened.. FHeé one day en-

tered itin search of some article, and
his “surprise to se little Blaise kneeling on-the
- floor, andiwith 7 picce ol charedil in his hand
busily occupied” in drawing triangles,  circles,
-and: parallclograms

hat was

the openingof “the 'door, aud i was nou till his

futher spoke’that hc»r:‘u.se(‘l‘h‘xs h::qd. g

4% What are you (lbing,,chlld?'fg A

* Oh, father, don’tbe angry ; indeed I could

. notv'put Geometry outof my mind yevery night

1 used to lie ‘awake, thinking of it; and'so I
came here to work away at these lines,”

) Huving passed some years in these studios
and recreations, he suddenly resolved to devote
the remainder of his life 1o an exposition of the

* Christian religion.  YTor this purpose he return.
ed to Paris,” where, amid the interruptions
caused by freqquent attacks of illness, he con.
ceived -and’ partly exccuted a compreliensive
work on Christianity, its nature and evidenees,
This he did not live to complete; but some of
its detached fragments, found after his death,
were published as bis “ Thoughts.” About this

“period of ‘his life he published the « Pr.ovmcml
Letters,” which have heen ch;xructgnzed by
‘competent judzes as the n:ost perfect prose
~work ini the French language. They treat of
the points in dispute between the Jansenists,
whose cause Puscal espoused, and lhc‘compzm)'

" of Jesuits.. We find in them the pointed wil

. and dramatic powers of Moliére, mingled with
the sublime eloguence of ‘Bossuet.. When the
“latterwas asked which book in the world he

" yvould - choose to ]mv_e been the author of, ke
“yeplied, the ¢ Provineial Letiers)r . o

.. Pascal in bis thirtieth year already exhibited

i« the ‘symptoms of premuture decay. . He had
- ‘been for many years under the care of medical

mens  Peérceiving that the cute of their patient

- could not be effected, so Jone as he persisted in

the indulgence of his sedentary and “studious
babits, the ph_vsicmng :ulvnscgl him'to take as

‘much exercise as possible, which would at once

strengthen his cnfa’eb‘lqd imn_ac,;nnd, divert lx{m

from his mental fatigue. ,“!S_l(.):_)diy loved sjs-
ter, Madaine Perier, ‘one morning.in Octaber,

1654, accompanied him in his accustomed drive,

The day was -lovely, and he scemed to receive

sirength from:the balmy air.. He spoke of - the

{olly of nirtional umxpa‘thles_,‘,nnd the'sin of war,

Faijey, . said he, a0 ]_',{'euch‘m:m address.

g an Englishmang and- asking i, * Why' da

Wi

he olher
justified

b gentleand:fervent charity of hiy nature
o forih all the: nore brilliuntly for iis bodi-
orings. v+ He’ alms to.an extent whicl
s ean.e I

n-thel.

them Jeetured him onc day on his imprudent
expenditure, whicl: he aflirmed would  bring
him fo poverty,  Daseal smiled and quictly re-
plied, 1 have often remarked, that. however
peor a man may  be when dying, he always
leaves something behind him," o

The life of Blaise Pascal drew near its termi-
nation. A fatal disease was preying upon - him,
brought on by the intense working of a wighty
souly cnshrined in a’ feeble body ;% Its shell
the spirit wore.””. A decp shade of gloom aud
despondency, arising from physical . causes,
often clouded his mind. - But his sullvrings
were soothed by the fond attontions of his sis-
ter. . She brought her family to Payis, and
having taken a house near his, devoled berself
to him with anxious affection. . One day, while
stl able to walk out, he wis accosted in the
street by awretched looking mas, helding a lit-
tle boy by the hand. is counfenanee showed
marks of suffering, and his tale was a sad one.
ile bad been a :i(_mr:‘:o_\'m:m shoe-maker, and
lved happity with his fitde ones. inhubiting a
small lig in'the outskirts of Paris. A live
brokie out one night; his Jittle dwelling with
alt that it contained was consumed.  1eand
his finnily escaped with their lives; but, rrom
exposure 1o coid and anxiety, his wite apd twa
children fell victims to fover ;. and e, anly Just
recovered from the sawo ¢ was {oreed,
vl Dis rematning ohild o Leg a marse] of
breade  Pascai™s heart was tonched by his tale,
aud, notsalistiod with releving his immdiate
wants, he touk him isto hisown house, and de.
sired hint to minke it his hoine until bis health
sheuwld be recestablished, and he should beable
o procure work,  Sume days passed o, and
Pascal became rapidly worse : he could with
ditficulty leave his room, and was Goreed ta dis-
coniinue his aceustomed walks, 1 sister’s
fond carex were idizpensable to his conlort ;
evers day she passed in his chamber, mivister-
o 1o his wants, nmd Jearnine holy Jessons af
patienee and resirnationy sprinzies from love
t God and stbmission to hs holy will, "The
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Saviour, . teacher, - example,

and Lord, the
grealest of men:

“What shall it pofit a
man if he shall gain the whole world,  and lose
his own soul 2 W should fail most serjously
in our duty, in port raying the life of Cuesar, if
we did not take occasion to remember what it
is that_veally coustitutes a great man. The
world has been blinded by the excess of gplen.
dour which surrounds some names, Ciesar was
agreat man. Weare not careful to deny, at
tis nioment, that he was the greatest - man of
that kind, ,

But is a soldier of necessity in the- highost
class of human beings 7 Is ambition the
uoblest of human wotives 1 Ts it the best order
of character to mect corruption by corruption,
and to conquer foree by foree?

The greatest man is he who does
geod. o do good ena larze seale
the privilege of fov ; but
can do separately, the many may do hy union,
We may, tharcfore, hope that great men ave
nob so rare as they may seem,  Wide corn.
elds wave their ripening treasures where no
oak spreads out its bongis as the monarch of
e weods. Many a gemle streant waters nilus
ofverdure, giving e and heaithfil occupation
to hundreds of happy men and women, where
there 1s 5o cataract 1o allure thetraveidors {rom
every region o listen to jis roar,
Ble at its sublimity.——1t is not want o sonsi.
Lility to the grapdevr of sivtele obioets in
mature that makes us saxr that (hy namber and
the usefuluess of tie Tosser brauties ol our
wernd affeet our inagination with a sepse of
something oreater, us woll as of somathing
\:nsp:\;ku!ﬂ_\‘ more ]»I:?‘xsi;r_:: mid so i )
ppon e, Happiy the Cosrg are bt fow
appier stll would 1w be 3 the elass tn which ¢
hebelongad had never been Known ! We know
haty o the tme to con & our world will have

most
can be
what only the fow

and to trom.
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also the price of bread, meat, hutier, cheese, &e.
It i3 true, the bread is stated by the pound instead
of grain by the bushcl; buty as the flour of u
bushel of wheat, say 40 ey will make lr«.\m o
to 65 lhy, of bread, an estimate may easily be
made ol thix quantity o wheat or flone aman ju
any of the comtries named woubl receive for o
week's work, “The labourer in tiis country, who
receives his bushel of wheat a day, or other
articles in - proportion will readily vfmvci\"c the
mesgee: fare, amld stender ch:nnzopl Hlaying by
anything,” which must attend the foreign agneul-
tural Tabourer.  In all these conntries it will be
seen the value of provisions is at Jeast as great a8
here, amd in some instances mueh greater, It is
only’ by the comparisens which such anthentie
statemonts enable them to make, that the free
labeurers, the frmers o wechanies of lhis.comz.
try, can fully appreciate the advantages of their
position, e .

V52 closing romarks, originally desiznad (or
the United States, wilt in the main apply equally
to the labower iu these Provinces.]
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TIE SURMARIN
Weare enabled 10 supply the following
tional particulars respocting the subanarine tele-
caph laid down aerdes our baebour, 1 s now
ahout theee voars sines the telegranh from the
Nine Ehms ferminus 1 the tomminus at Gospert
was {iest eotaliishod, 8 frost the in-
Capveri fyecilice
Lepe, hoy
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the R
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na oecupaiion for such men, % Neihor shall
they feur war way more,” But groatuess of
character will not Lo wanting, Divine wisdom
g tavaht naa weiriity' trath, in one short

poor shoe-mahor ziso tried by every means ini
bis power 1o serve his benefuetor and . the
pleasint laugh aund winning wavs of his Hule!
son George often soothed wnd cheered Pascal,
wito dearly loved chibdren, oo

Hedndan old fom ved !

ale servant who had 1

B his Bouse, and had served han fanthinhy sor
many years.  One morning she entered i

roont. befere the hour when 3Madante I’cricr;

fenerally came, and withdrawing the curiains,

! " a) N

site gazed sereowliully and
g J

n
]

on the wasted for

i

How do vou teel today, sir 7
S N bt well, Cogi

(M

I pssed asieepless night,
but T hud sweor thoughis which comlortod e,
The ald woman jrovecded to arrange the
raom, and her wmaster said— ' :
“Where is httle Guarse, Corile? 1 hay
heard his rierry voice this wornivg,’’
$Ohsiny Lowanted to el You
and still, seeing yo
haw to do it
SO e
o “Sprak, speak; Cecilo !
to'the child: 172 8
‘O_h!’x)k}'li]ing,_s:r; by :allvesterday-he w
‘dull and heavy, and wonld wol o
“watehed him ail nisht, and
¢rddefor to se
Lthe smiall p
1 he could not ey k: ,
house; he'said it would risk the boy's life to do
so. However, T'don't know what weare to do;
for we coulid not endanger Malame Perier and
‘her darling children, for the sake of a begzar’s
brag,??, ‘ : ‘
* Paseal thought for a moment, ¢ No, Cecila,"
he said, “their health must yot be risked, nor
shall Jittle George be removed, 1 will £o to
wy sister’s; | know her rooms are all oceupied,
but T am sure she will spare a small oune, gond
enough for me during the short time I shali
want jt.>
Madame Perier soon came, and the arranze-

p=]
ment was made according to hiswishes, After
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sout him,
0 poorly, Tdid'net know

for Lawm afraid it will fuery you

1]
i

‘\ﬂm hd:s.ii happéﬂéd,

i as
atschis: father,
carly this morning
im; & savs

an

providing amply for the comfort of the giek
boy and kLis father, he left his gutet house and

Alry apurtment, never to return thither again.
With much pain, and seffering greatly from
exhaustion, he was Lorne to his sister’s house.
There on the 19th of August, 1652, at the age
of thirty-nine yvars, the gentle and holy spirit
of Blujse Pascal returned to im who 2aVe i
Lrotestant Churchman.
————

THE FRUIT OF RAN'S AMBITION.
From Reflections at the end of the « Lije of Juling

Cesar® pullished by the Rcligiou: T'ract Socie-

Ly, in the Moathliy Series.

In this example of gigantic and terrible de-
pravity, we Leliold the enptiness and frailty of
man’s ambition. Yor five short months of un.
easy grandeur, in which his restlessness was
kindled to a maddening fever, by the honours
lavighed on” him, Caar reaped” the frait of
vears of toil, and it turned (o ashes in his
mouth. " What a lesson to usallt Whit arp
we making our chiet good 7 For what are we
spending our strength, “our time, our money 7
it be tor any object that centers iy selfy tha
13 limited by time, that is confined o varth,
what words ean express ounr folly 2. what colours
can_paint our disappointment ? “Vanity of
vanitics, allia vanity and.ve cation of spirif.

¢ for oursclves—for

We were not made to liv
arth—for the trifles’ of tinse.

- Ahe light of God's truth,
| image; and’ salisfied

il

tlie:shadows of o
‘We were made that we might be guided by
fashioned “after "hiy
with his - favour. - If we
lose sight of thiy, we may-be . rieh; Jumous, or
powerful, in air smalls dogrce jbut o shalt
ot beright’ nor” safe - and i is as: contrary io
‘cur nature vs it s 10 the word ofGod thut vi¢
shonld:be truly happy., ERER T RIS &
- Shall the. story of “men's” Jiv
vain1: Let the history of Juliys
upon-our hears the lesson t
~whils ho was tho-Son of G

e

es: be' told in
Oesar stump
aught’;by}'Him._wlio,
od;»;?\bg(:il;mé,,‘ 08 our

P

“dustry, T It opens A stre pa

{Weare not so ignoran

| with-his 115 centy. can; buy cither 50 1hs, ol

e prices of labour in L

acntenee o ¢ e thar ralal bl spinit is botter

tian he that tekeih a ety 10 bo w eon-
queronieaires forcthousghe, arrangement, hold.

Sy Patien
are these gu
sulidue hi

vy courage s but how mach more
alties rerured in him who woull

saatt? LY | ] S
HERITE wre s e soerot of trie

arestnesi——sellidenial and selitcoutral.  Tor
wantof this, Cmesar enslaved the workdy butin
tial world there was 1o grater slave than

Csar,
How mueh of human wisdom s thern, s
well as of Divine awshority, in the briet praverh
of the Seriptures | This'trie and solid aront-
nass should be ainted ot by evervelibd. Fvery
prreent should sigeuleate i by
commend it by examply, It js pradence, it
streagthodt bs happluess, - With  his no el
racter can be ittler without g ehar,
caube great, Ttifes at the  foui ation ol ine
Hite honour, 1t

is: the mataral effeet of believingy - the "grea
truths of the gusnel; which humblous as st
ners;” and revive s as Penitents, ﬂint‘z‘ney’.n):\y
eneourage us to watch' and prs

Ha ¥ precept, aind

84
H

raga

: ge ‘ pray, and: guy
ourselves like ‘man. ' Bic sedare they who:
are’thelped by God'si owy Bpiritto gain this

Vietory': “fo the
Conquest, ‘
when compa

o the world  hucomes an
How really nitifu] is- Julitis. (0
vith the: lowliest | Christ
s to-despise’; the gifts
of God:in- bestowiny great talents | Lutwe have
the bighest authority for “looking “with - more
almiration on one talent well used, “thaw. ¢a a
theusand misapplied, . The humble prasaiid,or
wechauie, has a warfare 1o accoimyil ‘
to honour—a triugiph to
Hest vale of lite wo
fighting “a pood figh
finishing their coarse, to
the righteous Jud:e, will give” a crown that
tudeth not.  Tlow many & pious mother, how
many an affectionate “teacher, how many a
Lithlul pastor, or missionary, will then bo
found 1o have boen wiser than the world’s
philosophers, and mighticr than her heroes )

asy

~-a nanie
ain 3 and in the low.
o of tany who are
5L, keeping the faith,
whom “*the Torl,

a
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Wasss ror Lapoun,
the Alhany Culticator
Lane Erpress.—In Engiand, the av rage rale
of agricultural wages for an able man, with 4
family, is 9 shitlings, or #1.98 perweek.,  Trom
this is 1o be deducied coltage rentat 35 centa per
week, leaving $1.63 per week to provide himself
with Uie necessaries oflife. I France a labour-
erin the same situation receives 5104 per week ;
in Prussia, 66 cents; in - Germany, %1,02 per
week 3 in Tloland and Belsium, $1.205 i Itaty
and the Austian States, $1L19. 1t will bo e
membered’ that these averages are those of the
enmmon labourer—s wepheids, carmen, and me-
shanics, receivisg rather more.  The fyod which
the wages named above will purchase in the se-
veral countries, is stated in the Bxpress oy fol-
lows i ‘
1n England, the labouro
cents, or his weel’s
bread, or 11 1.2 |y
ter, 12 3.4 s
latoes, : S

In France, with his 104 cents, he can bny
either 46 1bs.. of bread, 13 1.2 Jhs, of meat, or
261.1bs. of potatoes, :
In Prossia, with his 66 cents per week, the
fabourer can buy cither 36 b, of bread, 16 [hs,
of meat, or 8351 Iha. of butfer,+:" .
= In . Germany, with 102 cents e obtains either
43 1-2 by, of bread, IS by, of meat, 1] 1.9
Ibs, of butter, 94 1hs, of clicese, or 54 quarts of

Data furnished 1o
by the Loundon . Myl

.

rean obtain for his 163
wages, cither 39 Ihs, of
g0l meat; 7 1.4 0hs, of but.
. of cheese, or 174 The. of po-

beee, - T o
- InHolland ang Belgium, 120 conts witl Loy
either: .58 Ibs, of - brend, - 22

, “Ibs. “of  heef op
460 Ihs: of: potatogs, B R
e taly ~and:the Austrian States, the Iabourer,

bread, 22 1bs, of heef; 8 thsi«
chcc:éc,; or 168 Ibs, of ;potatoes;
ST aable: s interesting, as

‘ of butler, 8 Ibs. ‘of |
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and every member
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showing not -only |-
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gt te ik
ol the ™ baginm -
consistad ol but
alug s various

wires toperfeet the cirnuit,

Yeyye
al

and, wibke- these
reauived o returs
i eletrio fuid
thg Latterios in :
yard, through the subiniarsed in
) cﬁii_sfn‘)r‘r,;‘{x_(":.-‘ﬂi!id
fve poleithrogzl
of any metallic condue
of wire |
theiwater;an
The fact of itheiw

s
EH

ol wirg; Lo
elutiine ta’ the
e water without the aid
toryexcept a Shoit i
1 dockyard parapet-in
necting it with the Latterie
aler Beting 35 ready ratiir
hlished | !
for, o test this most thorough'y, repeated ex.
Periments were made in the Jresinee of some
ot the prineipal dochyard pu
the heads of {he oy
There van uo fonser e
relerrnes to distanes
retuen conduetor in complating Uye cirenit. Iy
will be recoilected that i 1847 . Souw Har.
ris, when proving the efficiency of his highi.
ning conductars 1 his experiments from (his
dockyard to the Orestes, exemplifed that water
would serve to com

On that aceasion, Lyweye

versed by the return curront through the water
was buttrifling, compare:| with (he SPACE ACCON
plished in the present instance. The batteries
used were Sinve'sy and a very delicate and ye-
curae galvanic detector, invened by Mr. Tlay,
the chymical lecturer of the dockyard, who
was present throughout the whela pr}u_‘vmlim;s,
was also Bronght inte requisiting, Independ.
ent of the simplicity of this sibmaripe telo:
graph, it has an advantage which even the te.
legraphs on lasd do not possess,~—in the event
of accident it can be repluced i ten minutes.
The success of the trial Lere has, we under.
stand, determined the inventora to lye down
their eompleted lire sevoss (ho Chamiel from
Lngland (o Franee, under the sanctivn of the
respective Govcmrnenis.—-j[anuw}drc Guar-
dian.
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Vorisa Macing— 3 convict in the stylg
of New Jersey has invented o machine for taking
the yeas and nays in Legislative Assomblies. i
is deseribed in the Trenton News; and i it rea-
lizes the statement, it may truly be called a wop-
derfol macline, ‘

“Yesterday we saw fip the firs
wonderful machine, made for the
ing time in tuking the yos
legislation.  "The mode

t lime, a most
purpose of gay-
s and-nays in houses of
Lol this machime by only
been compleied a day er two, and is net even yc:l
quits ready 10 be exhitited,” - oo
The machine, whon putinto use, is to stand
at the elerk?s tble, sl fiog it Iy
extend to the. desk of
intwo knobs, one of

YO Wires are to
each member, terminating
which should be markad

When ihe g fiis o
d by the chair, the
touching'a spring,
very m Pulls e of e knoligantache)
to his "Cesk, 1 wishes to Vot yea, Jip. pulli
the- Y nob—if he wyishey to Vol nay, i polly
the nay knoo-- fhe swhole heing done simulin.
ell!' .‘_‘; ‘v_ N oML, N

finatt
UREe

bu - taksen, ‘and’ it iy anonpee
elerk unlocks fhe mashing hy

“The clerk {he

countrics nomied,” b

n imrns‘n‘smul‘l ‘hrags crn'hk;-

pait w;iy rptmd, and thqn'(ig‘urca appear befoyo

N L PR
Ehe telegraph

jevond question ']

plete the eleetria cireuit, |

him, in the ‘machine, one of which gives ‘the
number of yeas, the other the number of ‘nays
which have been voled, and the third the agpre-
gate of all the voles taken. At the same lima
and - without any - additional movement, the :yeas
and nayy are alf distinetly registered on the clerk’s
catalogue of weimbers, which is printed pretty
much in the usuul form; the persons voling
heing marked by a small round hole pricked
through the paper, ' ‘

“ Al these operations are done with unerning
certainty, amd tlie whole should not require. morog
than wsingle minuic, The size of the house or
the numbee of members, will make nodillerence
i the time required.  As soon o all the ‘mem.
bers who wish to vote have pulled their wires,
the worl js eomplete,  The cerk thew has only
o turn his erankeand in an instant the number of
veis and nays and the ageregate vote stands he-
fere bim in large figares, and ull that he has o do
o declare e result, His marked register will,
at the =ame time, show how overy member haa-
voted—Stateeman,
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