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carrying trade ta Janaica or Cuba ! The
question is really whether we can secure
this carrying trade to those parts of the
Dominion, whose geographical position
renders it more economical for thei to
send their products by other routes. We
own that wve sec no ground to believe that
the sanguine expectations that Mir. Patter-
son, in common with inany others, enter-
.tains are likely to be realized, and we
should be sorry that any large expendi-
ture should bo incurred in pursuit of vi-
sioiniary projectsç. 'Tiereis really nu obsta-
cle to trade.witlh the l3ritislh West Indics
at the present time. Moreover there is a
considei'able tiade already, which w'ould be
extended if there were adequate profits.
We supply ail the fisli and a good deal of
the lumber consumed in the Tropics.
lalifax and St. John carry on a consider-

able direct trade both. for inports and
exports, and are always likely ta comuand
the imîport and export trade of the Mari-
time provinces. Mr Patterson lias gone
very fully into the flour question, aud ad-
nmits that hitherto Canadian inillers have
not produced flour adapted for tropical
markets, It may be doubted whether on
the whole it is w'orth their while ta inanu-
facture the special article required, at ail
events it is in their power ta do su when
they please. The mnarkets are ail open,
and the only question is as ta the route,
that is, whetheri the exports and imports
shall be carried; to and froi West Ilica
ports by the St. Lawrence, or by the Amer-
ican seaports, and this question can only
be satisfactorily solved by practical busi-
ness men.

INSURANCE CONVENTIONS.

The meetings of the National Board of
Fire Underwriters of the United States, of
the Superintendents of Insurance, and
ofthe Underwriters of the Northwest have
each and all furnished subjects for discus-
sion and for though t,-the general results
of which have been that the Superinten-
dents have been told that they have failed
te furnish even an apology for their useless
existence ; the National Board that,
whilst they have certainly done the coun-
try and the profession great service by sys-
temizing, classifying, and schedule-rating,
by insisting on proper fire appliances, and
by varions other means, yet they have
wanted tact, administrative ability and
good faith, s that, ivhilst they have de-
ceived each otli, they have not attraeted
to their body a large coiistituency of coin-
panies whose co-operation is necessary to
Sthe genuine success of the Board.

Thè pioceedings of the Northwestern
Association have, however, iet with very
general approval, very fen- adverse criti

cisims having appeared, and these having
mostly been dictated by personal resent-
ments. Il Canada w'a have nu bodies ou
congregations answering ta any of these
conventions, ensequently it mnay be Vise
to cailly coisider the causes of bhe suc-
cass or failure of these several meetings,
and try if we cannot learin sich lessons
fromn thei as vill be of benefit ta our
own country and our own unîdervriters.

First, then, the Superiintend(ents of In-
surance : they are a set of very worthy
genltlemnen, appointed ta their- positions
tbrougli political influences, id iot an
accountof any particular' qulifications
ai specil traîininig for theiî important
diuties ; they are dressed in a little brief
authlorit'y whiich they arc, very ntrly
auxious to display-very often before they
coiprehiend its scope ai b-uit ; feiv of
thein have ever lbeen known to pronul-
gate a new ides for the benefit of the
business whose opeitions they are sup-
posed to superintend ; ne of thei lias
bee velemiently acceused of availing
himselofu the calaimîity which befel the
coimpaiies at Chicago ta line his pockets
with imoney, for vhich false certificates
of solvency were issued ; another of indul-
ging old-time latred and animosity, in con-
junction with his confreres, in ruining a
coupany by so con tinually exauiuiiig it
as ta inipede its operatiois, hiarrass its
executive vith niew requireionts, destroy
its business by leading the people ta
doubt its solvency, and, when theirnefari-
ous schene resulted in their success, hold-
inîg up their :unrighteous hiands and
exclaiming, "l I toid you se " I ! I hîaving
aXvailed theinselves of every means in
their power to bring forth the results
which their personal interests aid hatreds
led theim ta be determined upon.

Not once in their whole. hlistory have
thoy saved a company frei destruction
by any measures of their own, nor have
they ever saved either policyholders or
stockhiolders from loss by any neasure
whlich has originated amongst thenselves.
Whatever good lias been accomplished lias
been effected by the officers oi the coi-
panies and by the insurance press, and we
muust state that these have too often. acted
froi interested motives, vhich the Super-
intéindents have uIeithier eontrolled nor
rosisted.

'Tlher are too many of them, their
authority is toa brief, their training is
defective, they are too open to crotchets,
te interested motives, and ta ha made tools
offor the furtherance ofillegimate designs;
the theory of their existence is good, but
the fact of it is a disgrace ta tie wlole
body of them, iiotwithstanding: that some
few of tlrem have becn, and soma fewer of

them are, elicient capable mon, though
theose, to their sorrow and eliagirin, arie
iipeded ai nullified by their less eflicieut
or less scrupulous conlfreres.

lThe difliculty iviti the National Board
miay he likened ta that of' the Superiitein-
dents, and may be sumined up in the
word, T'I'he letter killetli, but the spirit
giv'eth lie." lad they cordially exerted
themliselves in aniassing inlfornation ad
digesting it, su tiat the nature and extent
of every shade or faim of hazaiud could be
known and determiniued, they ivould have
beau able ta elimuinate mny forms of liaz-
ard froin bltei:general business ;-this they
undioi tedly have done in many localities,
especially in New Yoark city, and for this
they deserve the encomiums of the general
publie and of all companies, whether
in the board ai no they have brouglit
coiuniiti's like Chicago ta a sense
of bhc dangers and deliciencies existing
alnongst thei, and have caused theirl re-
noval, for w-hiich they have recceived ill-
deserved approbrium inîstead of well-
deser'ved blessings tliey have ariianged ni
intelligent systein of' rating w-hici, when-
.ever honestly applied, has benefited bath
the companies and the communities, by
combining their interests as tbey should
beh they have attempted a systein of
statisbtics whiich w'ill evie ie useful, be-
cause lacking inii uiformity offundainental
data, ad they have split on the rock of
Siates," " rates" "rî'ates.

lad they beu contented to follow the
precept, "Be sure you're right, then go
ahead, '" or dared t uaintain w-hîat they
believed ta be riglt in a consistentmanner,
tliey mighit have pointedto higher things,
and led the way ; but, with uiicertain
data, they have made rigid rules w-hich
have gallecd and irritated bath the. com-
panies w-hose officers lielped ta fraine
thim and. the agents onwhoi the appli-
cation of-them depends. Individually they
have wanted the virtue wlich would have
preserved theni froin temptation to trans-
gress their ow'nuies, and.he philosophy
which wiould lave led thein to cry i' sour
grapes" ta the fruit whicli their rules
placed beyond their reach.

There isjust sa mulcli good or. ill-fortune,
so nucl uincertainty and su much un-
estimateable moral hazard ii bbc business
as ta give 'oon for successfui or unsuccess-
ful.ventures, ' if companies can " ba found
willing ta go neck or. nothing in quest of
then, and there, are just s maniiy coni-
panies, whose- existence and whose ap-
parent success canuot be ignored, as to
vex the, n unco guid and rigidly right-
cous", and tempt them into occasional
follies which destroy the barimony If the

, board.


