Particulars of the. Life and voyages of Chriﬁoj)k_e'f Columbuss =~ g

tér Columbus had communicated to him in 1474 the fcheme he was é)re.

paring, anfwered and encouraged. him, by arguments drawn from hiftory’

and geography, to execute {o noble an enterprife. . Ferdinand Columbus
has prefcrved thefe letters; and from them we (fee, that the firlt idea of
Chriftopher-was, to find out a fhorter paflage to China, -hy means of thg-
Weltern Ocean; to which ideaa fecong fucceeded, which was executed,
of difcovering the lands, which in that immenfe Ocean appeared to him,
might be found out. . He therefore did not doubt but his defign would be
fuccefsful. Being very expert in navigation, and the ufe of the compafs, he
wasa man the beft calculated to carry it into execution; but he was noe
able alone to bear the expences, and it was neceflary for him'tofind'a Prin-
ce, who, from thc hope of the great treafures that fuch'a difcovery might
bring with it, might not be deterred from making the expenfive preparations.
requliite for the expedition, o ' ' '

Columbus firlt of all propofed his fcheme to Genoa, his native céuntry;

in preference to any other; but it was there confidered as. a mere dream, .

Morc favourdble appeared the reception he had at the Court of Portugal,

where King John II. .appointed fome commiffioners to examine what was -

projctted by Columbus.  But they, whillt feigning to weigh every cir-
cumftance maturely, having fecretly fitted out a caravel, and given the iden~
tical maps of Columbus to ‘a'pilot, ordered him to proceed to fea, He,

however, being very inexperienced, and inadequate to {o great an enter-’

prife, at the firfk blaft of contrary. winds turned back to portugal, :Col.um- .

bus, irritated by {uch a proceeding, privately quitted that kingdom; and
having {ent Bartholomew, his brother, to England, to propofe to that Court
the difcovery of the new world, he went to Cordova,' where the Court of
Spain then refided. There was nomethod which he did not make ufe of, in
orderto bring many of thofe who had the greateflt powcrthere into his {cheme,
and fome indeed yndertook to favor him. But, notwithftanding this, he
could obtain nothing; and after five years hadno other anfwer, but that
Spain was then too much cngaged in the war againft the Moors, to think of
other expences. ' Rejefted by this Court, he hdad recourfe to that of France,
where he propofed his planin writing; but {carcely was there any one who
deigned to think about 1t. He preparcd to {et out for England, from whence,

for many years, he had reccived no newsfromhis brother. But being detained. |

by Fra John Perez de Marchena, a Francifcan, he was perfuaded to propofe’it

again to that Court. It thenmet witha receptionlefs unfavourable; but as it

appeared that he prefumed too much, by requefting to be mode an Admiral

and Viceroy perpetual and hereditary of the countries which he might difeo- "

ver, itonce more remained ineffeftual. What fortitude was requilite to with-

ftand fuch repeated repulfes!  He was more refolute thaneverto quit Spain,

Detained once more by the intreaties of the gbove-faid monk, and of fome

-other perfons, it was again attempted to.induce the Queen Ifabella to favor
the ideas of Columbus; and again the attempt was ufelels. He_thercfore

reached -the . Port of Pinos, and' was. ready to depart, when Granada, in

‘the mean while, falling into the hands of the Spaniards, amidft the joy of fo
glorious a conquell, 'the project of Columbus being renewed to,the Qucen,

was at laft adopted; and he beirdg called back to the{Court,’ 2nd received

with thie greatsfthonour, finallh obtained letters patent, by which he was
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