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Catholies fro officos in cities and .cor-
poratio ns.

The 25th Charles Il., conmonly
called " The Test Act," excluded them
froi all civil andi military offices.

The 30th Charles II. prevented thein
froni taking part in the legislation of'
the country.

An Act of William and Mary pre-
vented the use of the Parliamentary
franchise.

The horrors of the penal code w'ere
elightly 1.elaxed in 1778, when Anerican
agitation and British fear permîitted
Catholies to hold property 011 leases for
lives, but still tho vast mjority of the
nation wVas excluded from thefranchis.es,
ofiees, and honmors of the State, iot on
account of any moral or political de-
linquency, but merely en account of its
religion. The whole history of' the pi-
secutions whieh Catholics have cncurcd
at the bauds of Protestants of' every
denomination is one of the most eurions
phases of human per'versity that the
philosopher can find to study.

The Rov. Dr. Lelandl, a Protestant
minister, writes as follows* on the
plantation of' Ulster, which Jamnes 1.
and his successor not only devised, but
carried into effect:

They obtained commeissions of inquiry into
detective titles and grants of concealed lands
aed rents belonging te the Crown, the great
benefit of which was te accrue te the project-
or, whilst the King was contented wlith an
inconsiderable proportion ofthe concealment,
or a small advance of rent.

Discoverers were everywhere busily ema-
ployed in finding out fias-s in men's
titles te their estates. The old pipe-rolIls
were searched te find the original rents with
which they had been charged, the patent
rolls ih the Tower of London vere ransacked
for the ancient grants, no means of industry
or device f craft were left untried to force
the possessors te accept of new grants at an
advanced rent. In general men were either
conscious ofdefects in their titles, or alarned
at the trouble and expense of a contest with
the Crown, or fearful of the issue of such a
contest at a tine and in a country where thé
prerogative was highly strained andi strenu-
ously supported by the judges. There are
tot wanting proofs of the most iniquitous
practices of ardened cruelty, of vile perjury,
and scandalous subornation, employed te de-
spoil the fair and tinoffending proprietor ot
hs inheritance.

'Leansd, boo, i. chap, 8.

Unhcard of confiscations wore made
in the northern parts, upon grounds of
plots and conspiracies never' proved up-
011 thoir supposed authors. Tho origilu-
al sehîeno of deþopulation was nover
lost sight of, and. a regular sories of
operations was carried on by special
commissions and inquisitions, tirst undor
pretence of' tenures and thon of' titles in
the Ciown, until the original inihbitants
wero ailmost completely exterminated.
ParHiannit passed a law vestieg tho
entire land of six cointies in the Crown,
the property o Lrishm n, and the King
immendiately distr'ibuted iupwar'ds olf385,-
000 acres to his followers.* There
were threc divisions made of' the
spoils-first, te English and Scotch, who-
were to plant their portions of' torritory
witih English and Scotch tennuts;
secondly, to servitors in Ireland-that
is, to persons employed under the Gov-
ernineat, wrho might take English or
Ir'ish tenants at their choice; thirdly,
to the natives of those counties, who.
were to be freeholders. Catholies and
persons of Irish descent, who wee.
known by the namine " mrie Irish
were altogether exclideid froin this
part of, the cou ntry.

Such was the Plantation of Ulster,.
and, to show the spirit in which it was
made, ve give the flbllowing " Aiticles,"
extracted fron the orders and condition
of' the Plantation of Ulster:

(7,) "l The said undertakers, their heirs and
assigns, shall net aien or deinise their por-
tions; Or any p.art thereoft to the niere Irish,
or to such persons as will net take the oath
wh ich the said undertakers are bound te
take by the said article, and te that end a
proviso shall be inserted in the letterz
patent."

(8.) " The sail undertakers shall not alien
their portions during five years next after the
datè-of their letters patent, but in this nan-
ner, viz, one third part in tee, tarin, L:. But
after the said five years they shall be at lib-
erty te alien te ail persons except the mere
Irish." (Harris's B ibernica," p. 66.)

The documents here cited give but a
faint idea.of the extreme misery created
by this plantation. The administration
of the law was quite consistent vith the
temper of the times, and the Protestant-
Bishop Burnet does not hesitato to de-
nounce the partiality and injustice that
wereexhibited.†

Leîand, book iv. ehap. 8:5l
tBishop Burnet'sC Lite of BshopBede h"'


