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9f babes. Every child, ès soon as hie ias able to learn, wns tanîgbf
the law until he ias ten ycars of aget afrer that period, if lie
wastoierably versed in rite Pentateuch, he was insrructed in -the
Talmud iîntil rite age of fifteen, vhen hte entered upon tre inter-
pretation of rite more difficuit or disputable passages, of ite sacred
Text. At thie age of thirteen hie was publicly cxamnineid iii a place
ci' worsihip hefore an itsembly of ten persons. Before this alÉ
offences ihat fie nidit lire coniritred were imnpîtta bie tu his fa-
ther, but fron this neriod lie iimsci iwas heid responsi for his'
own conduct and ansverable for lis own sins. This catechetical
examination sone have stpposed our Saviour uiiderwent ii the,
Temple when fie wias tvelv' years of age, wîlhen his parènts found
him " sitting i, the nidst of tie Docrors, boih htaring them, and
ask-ing thicm qiestions-and ail that heard him were t astoaished af
his uinderstauiïng and bis ai.swers."

From this practice of the Jews, we arc iniformed, by a Father of
the Ciuarci who lived in the fburth century, that tite early Chris-
tians derived thie cusoni of catech ising chdr , in the first age
af the Church, children born of r rents were comtonly,
haptized in tieir infancy, and a oiitred into catechteticai schtools
as soon as they wvere capable of learning thie first rudiments of
Christianity. In process of time, however, it was thought expedient
te catechise the children in the churches in tre presence,of
the congregation. lSdti these praètices were altost, universally
neglected for some timre previous ta tre periad of ite'Iffllermation,
ion the latter cutom was revived. A very little reflection is su-

ficient te shew us lthat since the establishment of Sunday Schools
bot the practices already alluded te arc canbined in the present
mode of giving religious instruction ta chiidren. I is not our in.
tention, nor can, it now be necessary to siew rite coincidence be-
lween our catechistm and the tost ancient fornis extant, it wil1 ho
sufficieni ju'r to state that !ike the rest of our liturgy it is, comîpiled'
fiom those which were found by the English Reformers to. be tite
rnost scriptural,

Having premised thus much we shall now proceed tothe exami-
nation of the Catechismnt itself.

,The Catechism begins ivîth the familiar questions of asking lie'
nanme and vho gave tie naine, w'ich naturaily leiatis rite persons'

atechised ta tmake mention of their baptisn, ithe time at vhîich
our nantes are usuhiy given us-nlot thIat ging ite naine is anynecessary part of the Sacranient of Baptsm but because it was
the customt Of the Jews ta namd rite child when it was circumncised'
aid the first Christians imitated the practice. And although it
tmav he considered of no value in itselt; yet it night be a 'most
useful cîtstom, were wre but to rememtber whne it t ends to remind
us of-that we were dedicated te Christ wien our Christian name
was given us-that the most solerun promises were then made f9;


