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of babes. Every child, as soan as he was able to learn, was taught
the law until he was ten ycars of age; after that period, if he
was tolerably versed in the Pentateucl, he was instracted in the
Talmud until the age of fifteen, when he entered upan the inters
pretation of the more difficult or disputable passages, of the sacred
Text. At the age of thirteen he was publicly examined in a place
of worship hefore an assewbly ot ten persons.  liefore this alt
offences that he might have committed were imputable to his fa-
ther, but from this veriod he himselt was held responsible for his
own conduct and answerable for his own sins.  This catechetical
examination some hatve supposed our Saviour wnderwent in the,
Temple when he was twelve years of age, when his parénts found
him ¢ sitting in the midst of the Daoctors, bath hen(in_s: tb_em. and,
asking them questions—and all that heard him werd” astonished at
his understanding and his answers.” T

From this practice of the Jews, we are informed, by a Father of
the Church who lived in the fourth century, that the early Chris-
tians derived the castom ot catechiding cluldrgf.  In the first age
af the Church, children born of Chiristian pfrents were commonly,
haptized in their infancy, and admitred into catechetical schools
as soon as they were capable of learning the first rudiments of
Christianity. In process of time, however, it was thought expedient
to catechise the children in the churches in the presence  of
the congregation. Bdth these practices were almost. universally
neglected for some time previous to tie periad of the*Reformation,
when the latter custom was revived. A very little reflection is sufe
ficient to shew us that since the establishment of Sunday Schools
both the practices already alluded to are combined in the present
mode of giving religious instruction to ehildren Tt is not our in.
tention, nor can:it now be necessary to shew the coincidence be-
tween our catechism and the most ancient forms extant, it will he
sufficient just to state that like the rest of our liturgy it is compiled
from those which were found by the English Reformers to. be the
most scriptural,

Having premised thus much we shall now procecd to'the exami-
nation of the Catechism itself. . .

Jbe Catechism begins with the familiar questions of asking the’
name and who gave thie name, which naturallv lends the persong’
catechised to make mention of their haptisw, the time at which
our names are usually given us—not that giving the name is any
necessary part of” the Sacrament of’ Baptism, but because it was
the custom of the Jews to nam@ the child when it was circumcised,’
and the first Christians jmitated the practice.  And although it
may be considered of no value in itself, yet it might be a most
useful custom, were we but to remember what it tends to remind
us of —that we were dedicated to Christ when our Christian name
Was given us—that the most soleran promises wera then made fys




