«FAITH COMETH BY

HEARING, AND HEARING BY THE WORD OF GOD.”"—Paul.

Vol. 2. SAINT JOHN, N. B., NOVEMBER; 1884. No. 1.
A s Y ibd eyq yeaches out the other to the wenk and oppressed | you hind been in the woman’s place at tho well
C'ghg @ng' 1.&&@&1}30 of earth. when the Saviour asked forln drink. How

CHRIST AND HIS PEOPLE.

M. B. RYAN,

—

In Matt. xxv. 31-46, we have astavtling and
significant vepresentation of the judgment of the
world by Christ. Mankind is to be divided in-
to two great pattics : and all are to be judged
and rewarded according to the attitude which
they have sustaived toward the followers of
-Christ on eaxth. .

% Inasmuch as yo have done it, or have not
done it, unto one of thesc my brethren,” is to be
the test.* And according as thoy have done, or
have not done, their duty in this respect will be
their reward.

This presents a thought which is emphasized
aepeatedly in tho Scriptures; and which is full
of wholesome instruction for all who heed it.
It is—Tho complete identity of Christ with his
eople.  Startling as it may scem at  first
‘thought, that he who sits in the heavens, far
.above all rule and authority and power ; crown-
ed with glory and lonor ; surrounded by ser-
aphs and Worshipped by all tho heavenly "host,
should identify himsélf with mortal creatures on
this footstool, mady of them among the hum-
blest of earth j should make their interests his
own and pledge himself to vindicate their hon.
or befors an assembled universe, yet the Scrip-
tures give the most undoubted evidence of this
fact. It grows out of tho relations which
.Christ sustains to his people represented In 8o
Jany ways in the word of God. They ave his
property. ¢« Who gave himself for us thap he
might redeem us from all iniquity and purify
unto himself a people for his own possession,
ete,” Tit. ii. 14. “ Yeare not your own; ye are
bought with a price, etc., »1 Cor vi. 19-20.
« Forasmuch as ye know that yo were not re-
deemed with corruptible things, as silver and
gold, from your vain conversation received by
tradition from your fathers : but with the prec-
jous blood of Christ as of a lamb without blem-
ish’ and without spot.” 1 Pet, i 18-19. As
the purchaser and owner of a property is sup-

sed to have an interest in his property, SO
Christ has an interest in that possession which
he haspurchased with his own blood.

Again, Christians are represented as members
of a body of which Christ is the head, and as
theve must be the mest intimato union and sym-
patby between the body snd it head, so the in-
tevests of the disciple are bound up with the in-
‘terests of his Tord,

Again, Christ is represented as the High
Priest of the Christian Profession. and as un-
der the old economy the High Priést entered
the moat holy place, carrying the names of the
iwelve tribes engraven on his breastplate, so
.Chyist bas entered into the Holy Place not made
with hands, * now to appear before the face of
God for us,” He has gone there “ with all our
names engraven » and while he

name on his breast, i
- yeaches out one hand to the Rulér of heaven, he

.an abiding interest in

Again Christ is said to be the' < Advocute”
of his people before God, 1. Jno. ii. 1. Nowas
an advocate idontities himself with his client,
and makes his client's interest his intevest ; so
Christ identifics himself with his people aad
makes their interests his, ARR .

This ideatity of Christ with his peoplo ve-
sults naturally from what ke ie to them. Tt is
also a nnturai consequence of what they are to
him. They constitute the body that is to oxe-
cute his plans. Ho has committed hiy work
into their hunds. While he sits in the heavens,
he says to them, ¢ go yo and preach the gospel
in all the earth and to every creature.”  Tho
Saviour who gave himself g ransom for sin has
the world’s redemption.
His peoplo are his instruments in carvying out
the work begun in his lifc and densh and resur-
rection while here. And he:who yearns over
lost souls whom he died to redcom, makes him-
self one with those through whom he is eflecting
their redemption. What a blessed, comforting
thought to every .Christian. His Master,
though unseen, is ever near. The hosts of hell
may uppose his way ; but the mighty power of
the throno of God is behind hiw and ho con-
quers in the strength of him who sits thereon.

This identity of Christ with his people sug-
gests sonie important lessons which ave forcibly
presented in the Seripturo cited at the begin-
ning of this article and whicl we would do well
> heed.

1. Our nttitudo towards the people of Churist
is practically an attitude towards him. What
wo do to them we do to him. How forcibly
this thought is emphasized in many of the ve-
corded utterances of Christ. il said to the
peoplo concerning his disciples—‘¢ Ho that of-
fends one of those.little ones that believo in 1me,
it weve better for him that a millstorio wero
hung about his neck and that he be cast inlo
the depths of the sea.” Ho said to his disciples
when sending them out on their first mission to
the workl— He that receives you receives mo,
cte.,” and when Saul of Tarsus was on his way
to Damascus to persecute Christ's followers,
Christ peremptorily stopped him and demanded,
« Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me?

9. Chuist estecms kindness shown to hix
people as shown to himself, and will reward it
just as though he had himself been the object
of it. When wo feed the hungry, clothe the
naked, minister to the sick, and relieve the dis-
tressed among the  Lrethren” of Churist it is as
pleasing and acceptable in his sight as though
ho were here, hungry, and naked, and sick, and
Jistressed, and we ministered to him.

How careful should we then be in our treat-
ment of our Lord’s childven. Remewmber my
brother when Christ’s poor and aflicted ones
cry out to you for help and sympathy it is as
though their Master stood before you wayworn
gnd weary and solicited your aid,  You would
not turn away the Saviour of the world ; then
don’t turn uway the treasures of his heart.
Here are opportunities for youi to treat the Mas-
ter well. How many times yod have wished

readily you would have supplied him.’ How of-
ten have you almost envied Mary, and Martha,
and Lazarus, theiv privilege of extending the
hospitalitics of their home to the world’s Re-
deemor. How you would throw open your
“jest voom and give him your hest treatment.
But have you ever pomdered the Saviour’s
words, * Inasmuch ns ye did it unto the least®
of these yo did it unto me?” Do you realize
that the Saviour will esteom it just as highly
when you befriend one of his as though'it, wero
himseif? Do you know thet theve ix ns much
joy for you in showing kindness to disciple,
no matter how humble; as there was for the
family at Bothany in' befriending the Master 12
And that thove will be as vich a reward here-
aftex 1 .

3. Our neglect of his people wounds Christ
ny sorely us though wo neglected him in person.

«Inasmuch as ve did it.not unto one of’ these
Jeast yo did it not unto me.” IHow many per-
sons will be sadly surprised at their sentence in
the great duy. How marny will bo astonished
to find that every unkindness done to Christians,
on carth has heen keenly felt by the Christ in
heaven, and that their neglect of theiv brethron
has cost them their crown.’

4. Opposition to Chvist’s people is warfare,
against himself. They constitute the army of
which he is the Captain. Thoy are marching
under his orders and behind his ensign. Thetr
« weapons of warfare are not carnal but mighty
through God to tho pulling down of strong-
holds.” Hence opposition to them is rebellion
against God and Christ, and must eventually
prove abortive, and meet the retribution it de-
serves, He who sits in the heavens shall langly,
and he who fills tl:e throno shall finally over-
throw the unrighteous opponents of his Jeople
and consign them to & wmerited destruction.
What encouragemnent there is here forr the peo-
ple of God to fight the good fight of faith.

5. No man can ignoro Christ’s people and
hope to be recognized and received by Christ

himself. ‘The moralist who hopes by his mo-
rality to attain to eternal lifo, and iguores the

church and its institutions, the people of God
and their work, is casting an insult in the face
of him who holds eternal life in his hand and
can give ic to whomsoever he will. It is by
this “ we know that we have passed out of
death into life, because we love tho brethren.”
Christ has placed his people in the midst of
their follows for the grandest of all purposes.
He makes known to men that his people are
his dearest treasures, and he that touches them
« touches the apple of his eye.” And when he
shall sit upon the throue of his glory and the
nations of the earth shall be gathered before
himn, he will hold every man responsible for his
attitudo towards them, May we do good even
to the least of tliese his hrethven.
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The bread of life is love ; the salt of life is
work; the sweetnees of life is poverty; the
water of lif_e iy faith.



