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op2, § THE CONFERENCE DREAM—THE PEO-
tng PLE'S POSITION
L~ 8 A few weeks will make manifest what is the
we. B Lqursew hich our eccesiastical rulers have resolv-
by 8 .ytoadopt. As yet, nothmg has occurred on
les, @ their part to induce the hope, that, instructed by
avy M (pe creasing and deepened hold which Reform
are g prmaples have taken 1 the Connexion, the
te- B Lomnant party will assemble at Conference
by & quh the olive-branch of peace 1n their hand.—
dis- & ()y the contrary, tf the opinion of such men as
) of & pr. Bunting and Mr. Atherton are to be con
Re, 8 adered as ndicating the poliey of the chique, the
tch B onsuing ‘Conlerence will meet, deliberate, and
o%, B close, holdinz as ught a hand over the people
its @ 551t nothing was to be apprehended as the re-
oy B sult of this aritation,
Son @ A general opinion appears to prevail in the
cth. @ (onference errcles, that, if the preachers mam-
ob- B (am their resulution to concede nothing to the
lo- 8¢ People, that those members of the societies who
iy & are dissatisfied wuh “Methodism as-it is” will,
ing B .5 a matter of course, socede, and then the
ing @ Conference proceeding m its usual lins ot pohey
-se- B will have another and long period. of repose,—
ud & The probable loss of some tens of thousands of
len, ® pembers will not disturb their quiet, Willing
ind & eiough will the clique be to part with fifty
hey [ thousand souls, 1f thereby the dominant party
vel @ chall retain unmolested hold of their ill-gotten
ven M and worse-used power. That gam would far
lue, B more than counterbalince any loss. A seces
rev- @ qon of many thousands is by no means to be
-~ B o dreaded by priests as-their-loss of spiritual
d rower.  T'lis latter must be preserved at all
& hazards.  Eecatomb pon heecatomb of the
| fiocks must be imnolated on the altar of priest-
50 @ iy arrogance. Rather than give up ons. atom
lan @ o) ther usurped- dominion over Curisa's heri-
1on B 11ge. the despots wonld make sad havoc of the
nol M fock  Looking forward to the ensning Confer-
are B aiee, the feading preéachers seemn mtent on en
*ho @ 1ronching. themselves 1 their present position of
he power, and appear ready to reconcile: thetnselves
ars B 1 a numetical loss, which, 1 :their estimatian,
0US B ali circumstances considered, will be an.actunl
acc B and satisfactory gain.
Zf)' The preachers appear to have come to the
ol @ ‘rlusion that if they withstand all concession
ionlg at Conference, the Reformers, after Conference,
s will secede in a body. More than this: the
\it preachiers wish this secession to take place, as,
il thereby, they will .get rid of the inen who ren.
der the position of the clique so disagreeable,
::; and they will be left in possession of a power
ive [ 4 domination which they will exercise over
cir. | 2 tnsspecting and unresisting serfdoin.  Vis

wns offirture quiet are thus floating before their

Yol finey. A now era of enthroned ease dawns
:lr]e. vpon their imagination.  They are looking for-
< ward to.a period of rule, when their power will
;x;ld hn‘ vastly consolidated, their assmlnnls. wholly
" withrawn, and the peaple who remain under
| Y B their ecclesiastienl authority deteried, in a few
"T mstances, from atterpting, and .delighted, in,
?"';e the many, at the hapelessiess of attempting
“* B any reform, when so organized and comnbined
" Ban” offort during the past _nar, has failed to
:;l’ shake the power of the preachers
ol ftis not an uncommon thing for men to in-
hey ulge in day-dreams. Castle-building in the
s, 37is not confined to any age, nor to an__v.clas.s.‘
ad- J§ The seniors, es well as the juniors, exhibit this
in  ¥lly.  Licclesiastics, not less than secculars,
oo @ erpetrate this vanity.  Who will disturb the
et B dreamer ?

Though there be no concession on the part of
the preachers next Conference, THERE WILL BE

ed X
Szde %) SECESSION ‘8N TIE Pawt or Ttk ProrLr. It
s B - o day-dream, and nothing else, on ihe part of
2ddy L h .
er @ e preachers, to conclude thiat the agitation

will subside afier éonference, if'they only put on
3 bold. face in August. The thousands who
[lave aroused themselves against Conference,
tyranny, have taken.up.the question.6f Wesley-
an Reform in.earnest.  Their aim is not to ¢s-
-ape the tyranny. No. Their vesclve isto
testroy the tyranny. Had they merely desired
w be fiee from the despotism of the Conference,
by retiring from the hody they had gained their

red  0bject. A higher object is theirs. A nobler
au Jf Prociple aniinates thein,  Thoy-are resolved to

jut down.a privstism that exalis itself above
Christ, and that is riding rough-shol over His
wheritance.  Their resistance to Conferential
Yranny is as determined and invincible as was
the spirit of the Drotestants when they proclaim:
t, as their motto and watchword, “No peace
%ith Rome.”

The agitauon, so far from ceasing at Conler-
ence, 1f. that. baly separate without arranging
leris of reconcihiation with the people, will be
kariully fomented. The Retormers, conscious
ol therr strengih, aod knowing that every week
adds to therrrinks, will not. retire from a con-
lest, to. which allegiance'to Chnist, deference to
the authority of inspiration, pubiic opinion, and
the libetties of the peoplejiniite them. The

efurrriers will remain w the body another
Year, depend” on 1t. assecuny -their privileges,
appealing:to-their broiher Wesleyans, and ta-

g combined arction to accelerate what, sooner
or later, must come—~—\Wesleyan Reform.  ‘The
Conterence 1s :but.dreaming—the dream wll
son.be broken up—when laying the flattering.
Unction. to. the soul, that; 1f the-preachers hold’
but, Gl atier Cooference, the, aguaton will

a

o

then cease, the disaflected will theo draw off
Draw off? Not they. The disaffected will
increase in number  More energy and decision
will characterize their connsels and their netion,
‘They will remain in the body, as goads and as
thorns to the tyrants. who will find, to then
dismay and horror, that they have reckoned
too largely on the religious dislike of the people
to agitation,

The deep dislilke which our people have of
agitation, is, in furt, mach more than the rich
maun's purse, the Conference’s stronghold.  But
the Conference will now find out, that, much
as the prople dislike agitation, they have a still
deeper detestation of tyranny ; and that, resolv-
ed on asserting their Now Testament privileges,
they are not about to retire trora the R Id be
cause, at the close of their first carpaign, their
standard 1s not wreathed with the faurels of ve
tory. A second camprign will be opened,--
The rights sought are worth a struggle  Pious
men are finding ont that they ean be Reformers
and yet retain their piety, as well as Woesley,
Luther, or Paul  The Conference party must
yield to the People their just nights, or prepare
for a year of unexampled agitation  Woe to
the Conference men that are depending on the
purses of a few rich members! Those reser
vours are not perenmial strenms. Wealth is not
the Church’s strength. The affluent are not
fond of long continued agitation, and especially
when, in addition to their loss of ease, repose,
and respect, they have to provide “the sinews
of war” The Conference is resting on a foun
dation of sand in reposing upon the wealth of
the Connexion. A thousand hearls afe a surer
defenco, than-a thousand pounds. A thousand
hearts are set against its despotism, for- every
one that opens a large purse in its support;
and, whtle the resources, of the wealthy will be
draining, the resolution. and decision of the wa-
ny, intent on reform, will be growing in firm-
ness and in power. The activity of a resolute
peaple will pnt an end to the Conference drearm,
that the dissatisfied, draughting off] will leave
the preachers in undisturbed possession of their
ill-gotten and badly used power and absolu-
ysm.

THE FOURTIH LESTATE.
Contr.butions towards a History of Newspapers and of the Liberty
of the Press. By F. K. Hun..

Tne Fovrtie Estate! luis astaking titl2,
and worth a bookseller’s two hundred pounds
uny day, provided always that -the writer who
undertakes to clucidate and apply that mystic
phrase shall studwusly abstun from exciting
the disgust of the popular réader by teachmg
him aught that he does not already know, or
fancy he knows. New'koowledge, if it be real-
ly new knowledge, and other than the state
ment of new fucts, which are lite mure than
the means of new knowledge, requires thougli
and e exercise of discernment, than which
there is nothing more abhorrent to'the popular
reader, unless it be the call which is occasionally
tnade upon himn by svme obscure writer ot uther
fur a revisal.ol bis suppused knowledge , agawst
such a propositivn the popular reader uiterly re.
volts, and pronoances the propuser of 1t to be a
quack aod a travscendentahist,—terms which
he holds to be well yohed, if indeed they are
not synvnymous,  Now Mr. Huut; as weé infer
from the mtroductory chapter of his buoky 1s a
Journabist, and, as swchy must be fully aware ol
{these curivus truths 1o naturai histocy , nor has
he neglected 10 use s coguizance of them iv
the volumes belore us.  He has collected all the
facts-of Lnghsh newspaper lustory which are
required to constitute a general acquaintanee
‘with the subpect; he has shown tact 10 giving
the greatest prominence to those which, wheth-
er justly or vnjusily, have attained. the greatest
notoriety , he has not forgottun that the readers
10 whom he-chiefly addresses himnself will con-
sider a fact or a remark witty or noteworthy in
proportion to the nuwmnber of times they have
met with 1t before. Bul waen ke has ventared
beyond the transcription of facts and 1nto the
region of principles, it has-heen with cautious
exclusions of noselty and.of hinted.doubt of the
wfallibihity of the commonplaces concerniog the
might and worth of the newspaper.

We shall deviate soinewhat from this method,
and before presenting our- -readers with a sum-
mary cf the useiul and entertaining  cunteats of
«The Fourth Estate,” we beg toenter a l'cw:
queries as to the vahdity of ceriam widety dif
fused notions concerning the press geunerally,
and the newspaper press in particular.

1f, 1a the course of these remarks, the true
worth and moral puwer of the press shall seem
to be less wnsisted upun than those qualuies
which appear e us o rerder it in somg respeets
the most deletenivus ingredient of mudern civili-
sation, oar realers tmust temembor that the
prasses of this cngune have been repeatediy pro
clatned to all men by ‘the press.itsell, which
seldutn musses an oppurtanity. of soduding ils
own-truippet.  But bufore we procedd to tahe,
for the nonce, the unpopular side of the question,
let us hear what sort of affirmations are co
monly-made by «the defendant’s counsel, WA
are cllargeable, as we:believe, not so much wi
Jire: t misstatement of facts as with egregious
special pleading. * The newspaper,” says.Sic
Edward Bulw~g Lyiton, ®is the chronicle of
civihization, the cominon  reservoir i.{‘}" which
every stream pours is. living waters” “(an un-
pleasant idea 1s hear siggested, but let-it pass),

vand at-which. every man may. coriic and drink.

Tthe very alphahet whereby wo vead -the: mys:

It 13 the newspaper which gives to liberty prac-
teal life, its perpetual vigilanee, its unwearying
activity ; the newspaper is a daily and sleep-
less watchian, which reports to you overy
dunger which menaces the nstitutions of your
country, and us interests-at home and abroad
The newspaper intorms legislation of the pubhe
apinien, and it infurms the people of the acts of
legislature ; thus keeping up that constant sym
pathy and good understanding between peaple
and legislators, whivh conduces to the mainten-
ance of order, and prevents the stern necessity
for revolution.  The newspaper is o law-book
tor tho indolent, a sermon tor the thoughtless,
a library for the poor™ Another famous
English “novelist declares that « Newspa
pers are o link in.the great chain of miracles
which prove the greatness of England.” ‘T'he
English oprum-eater, with more depth and de-
fimteness of meaning, writes,— Much already
has been accomplished, (by newspapers ) more
than peopie are aware, so gradual and silent
has been the advanee How voiceless is the
growth of corn ! Watch it night and day for
a week, and you will never see it growing ; but
return after two months, and yon will find it all
whttening for the harvest. Such, and so im-
percepuble in the stages of theic motion are the
victories of the press”  Very cloquent, though
we hope a little hyperbolical, are " the anticipa
tions of M. Lamartine :—* Before this century
shall have run out, journalisin will be the whole.
press, the whole human thought. Smee that
prodigious multiplication art hus given to speech,
to be multiplied a thousand fold “yet, mankind
will- write tireir book.day by day, hour hy hour,
page by page Thonghts will spread’ abroad
i the world with the rapidity of light-~instant.
ly conceived, instantly writen, instantly under
stood at the extremities of the earth, it will spred
from pole to pole.  Sudden, instant, burning
with the fervours of soul which made it burst
forih, it will bo the reign of the human word in
all its plenttude, it will not have time to ripen,
lo-accumnulate into a book—the book will wr-
rive tov late; the only book possible from day

a.consummation so devoutly to be dreaded |
Finally, and with as much.clog..nce as, and
certainly with more reason than -most of the
eulugists.of the newspaper, Mr. Hunt writes . —
“'T'he jouinal gives us day by day.ihe experi.
ence of the world as it exists rotind about us,

satlles.
same curivsity as tho artieles of public news;
and are as pieased to hear of a piebald horse that

adventure,
everything that 1s news. Jet the matter of it be
what it will ; or, to speak more properly, they
are men of a voracious appetite, but no taste,”

Let the ungracious: portraiture be exceuted with
as little expense of our own spleen as possible.
“You must have obsorved,” says the Speztator,
“ that mena who frequent coffee-houses and de-
hight in news, are pleased wi h everything that
is matter ol fact, so it be what they have not
heard before. A wictory, a defeat, e equally
agreeablo to them. The shutting of a cardin.
al's mouth pleases them atone post, the.open-
g of it at another. They are glad to hear
that the French Court is removed to Marli, and
are afterwards dehghted with its return to Ver-
They read the advertisements with the

1> strayed out of a field near Islington, as of a
whole troop that have been slain in any foreign
In short, they have a relich for

[Iad the writer lived in our day, when the

characteristics of the elass in question have been
developed by an additional century of a vigor-
ous lile, the sketch would have borne a more
tatter air,
estimate of the particular evil in powtin anum-
ber of the Ireeholder, at a time wheu the sources
ol the infection were as yet almost limited to
the Fanghsh metropolis. ~+ There isscarce any
man in Bngland, of what denomination soever,
that is not a free thiuker in politics, and hath
rut some particular notions of his own by which
he distinguishes himself from the rest of -tha
commnunity.  Our -island, which was formerly
catled-a nation of saints, may now be.calied a na-
Lion of statesmen.  Almost every age, prolession,
and sex among us bas its favourite set of min-
isters and schewmne of governmnent,  Our children
are initiatod into factions before they know their
right hand from therr left. ‘They no sooncr be-
gin to speak but Whig and Tory are the first
words they learn.  ‘They -are taught in their in-
fancy to hate one-half of thé nation ; aud. von-
tract all the viimlence and passion of p‘ar(y.b_é-
‘ fore they come td thic use of their reason, * *
to daj-is o newspaper.” May we be-kept from |

Indeed. we tind a far ore serious

Of all the ways -and means by which. this.

political humor hath beor propagated among:
the people of Great Britain, I cannot single out
any so prevalent or universal. as the late con:
stant application of the press to the publishing.
of state matters,” Nor do we lack witnesses
ofa yet remoter date to prove that we are rais.

ready to avouchthe truth of the juurnalist—ling o new alarm. , When Dr, John- North,

gives us day by day and weck by week the ex-
perience o” the whole world's doing for the gui
dance of each individual living man. It is a
great mental camera, which throws a picture

whose life we quote from, “was at Jesus College,
coffee was not of such common uso as after-
wards, and coffec-houses were but young., At
that'time, and long alter, there was but- one,

of the whole world upon a single sheet of paper. kkept by one Kirle. T'he trade of-news also was |

But though a greut teacher and an all-powerful
instrument of modern civilization, there is no
nflectation of greatucss avout it. The newspa-
per is the faiilidr of all men, of all'degtees, of|
all occiipations.  Ifit teaches, it teaches imper-
ceptibly. It has no pompous gown or scholas |
tic rod to abash or'to control, but prepares it
sclf, and is admnitted freely and at oace, to n
world wide intinfiey with all kinds and condi-
tions of people.  For the idle it is a [riendly
gossip; to the busy it shows what business is
on hand ; for the politician, it reflects -the feel

culated by one Muddiman,

searcely set up; for they had only the public

Gazelte, ull Kirk got a written Ney Lelter, cir-
But now thecase.
s much altered; for it.is become a custom,

after chapel, to repair to one or other of tho cof

ce houses, (for there are divers), where hours

are spent in talking, and less profitable reading
of newspapers, of which swarms are continually
¢.pplied from London. And: the scholars. are:
so greedy after news (which i$ none of their bu-
siness) that they neglect .all forit; and it is ba:
come very rare fui-any of them to go directly. to.

mgs of the party, [r the holiday-muker, it|his chamber afier. prayers, without doing ‘his

talks about new plays, new music, and the
list exhibition. Its ainple page is full of the
romance of real life equally with the facts ol
rcal lile, ‘The types that to-day tell how a king
abdicated or a-good man- died, tell to mhorrow
tho price ol logwood or of tallow: As they stand
side by side, those tall columns .of words show
us the hopes of-the sanguine and the suflerings
of the unfortunate ; they hang out the lure of
the trader who would sell lus wares, and of the
manager who would fitl his theatre; shoulder
by shoulder are the reports of regal and noble
festivities, and lists of bankrupts and insolvents;
and i as many paragraphs we find linked the
‘three great'steps of a generation —the Dbirths,
marriages, and deaths,  No wonder, then, that
.whilst the.world grows tired of orators; .and
weary of the mimic stage, it shonld. be more
and mere faithful in its refercince to thon |
tellectual familiarthat drops, as De Tacqueville

‘says, the same thought into ten thousand minds
at the-same mintte; or more attached. to the-
{riendly broad-sheet, that reflects truly and
‘pronptly-the changing, but ever-exciting scenes
of the great drama of real life.”  Mr. Hnnt, we
see, wisely rests the chief value of the journel
‘upon its capacity as a chronicler of outward
facts; it'is in this capacity that we are least
inclined to-quarrel with'it,  Aud yet the injury|:
which has been dene, and is now being done, to
the immediate interests of society, by the avidi-
ty wherewith this chronicle, considered merely
as a chronicle, is received; and the conse-
quent distaste for sofifees of sound and perman-
eutly worthy iuformation, is scarcely caleulable
"The newspaper-is beeome ¢ somi thing to all
men, and to some menall ' and the fact of the
prodigions mayority of those to whom it is all;
is one which we may rather lament:than ques-
tion  Who can doubt that the present ominous
oblivion amorg the people, of truths which-are

tery of life, is chargeahle, n connexion witl, de-
ficient means-of public cedncation, upen that
“haste to be rich” which shall not be without
its gnilt, whether the wealth ‘be that of lucre
or of idle knowledge ?  What are the: charac-
teristics of the newspaper readeét, he to whom

he newspaper is ot ouly something but all?

-

suit at the coffee-house, which 1s a vast loss of
ume" ‘The strong aud sober muso-of Crabbe;

ledicated an entire poem to this most unpoetical

of subjects, the Sunday paper occupying a con-
spieuous figuré in his gederal censure—

# No changing srason makes their namber less,
Nor Sunday shines a sabbath for the press !

Thenlo! - the sainted monitor is born,
Whaose pions face some sacred text adorn ¢
As artful sinners cloak the secret sin,
“To vaul with seeming grace-tne gwile wathin ;
So mural essavs on lus front appear,
But all his carnal business in tue rear
‘I'he fresh-coin’d lie. the secret whisper’d last,
And all the-gleanings of the six days past..
With these retired, through half the Sabbath-day,
‘The London lounger yawns his hours away,:
. .. . . L) .
“To you all'readers turn, and they can look
Pleased on a paper who abhora book ;-
Those whu.uc'er deigned their Bible to pursue,
Would think it hard to be denied their nevs,
Siuners and saints, the ivisest with the weak,
Here mingle-tastes, and one amusement seek.”

We should not have to search far ‘in order'to
discover other censires as strong and as much
‘to the pu

shew-that
foregoing and w.e following remarks,

ns these are | -but.thes:-soffice-to
2 broaching no heré.y in the

Newspaper reading in excéss is-so. common

‘a form.of inental debauchery. that sober..pcople
have almost forgotten-to regard it as an.cvil—
Let us beg the atention.of such:persons to.an
enumerativn of a few of thé most startling rpdml
symptoms of the present day, and leave -it for
them to judge whether we-are fag-wrong in. at-

tributing @]noé.cfsymp'loms inainly:to the inevita-
bly tremendous national influence’(whether for
immediate good or-ill) of the newspaper. press:

Into a man of an.impatient stownach, we are
divinely assured; that wisdom shall not énter,—
Is there any more widely-apparent evil on the
face of: the existing -genc'rauorg.»thag. :th¥s.,o£‘ﬁxl
impatient stomach ?—a mental-digestion, .that
rejects all- wholesome nutrinents, and: perpetual-
ly craves -excitéments which do but hagten ils
utter.destruction. Compared with- tlie feverish
glow which atténds the continudl anduigence of
impertinent ciinosty, the gentler wannthaccompa-
nyung the reception- of noblesknowledgo seems fii-

wy
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