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VICTORIA.

Bradstreet's roport says: * The Cana.
dlan Domivion, including Newfoundland,
rcports 1,287 mercantile failures to Brad-
street's for the past nine months, as con-
trasted with 1,320 in a like period of 1891,
the decrease being only 89, but the general
improvement in commercial conditions
across the]line is more particularly shown
in the reduced total of liabilities, the
aggregate being $9,200,000, against $11,-
139,000 in the preceding year, a decline of
nearly 17 per cent. Each of the provinces
of Ontario and Quebec reduced its failurc
total this ycar, the former to a marked
degree. This year's decrease of the total
liabilities of those failing in OQnatario
amounts to 32 per cent., Quebee, to 22 per
cent, while Prince Edward Island, New-
foundland and the Northwest Territories
also show a radical improvement in this
direction, In Nova Scotia, as in Manitoba
and British Columbia, the increased
liabilities shown, as compared with last
year, are duc to the relatively heavy
failures early in this year. During tne
past quarter a marked improvement has
been shown in this direction.” Special
telegrams to Bradstreet’s indicate that
general trade has fallen cff somewhat in
the Province of Quebec, but the volume is
increasing in dry goods, and hardware
merchants havp made large sales. In
Ontarioa very fair trade is reported in
the staple lines with excellent prospects.
Stocks of wheat at the railway and
country elevators are increasing. Ex-
port steam rates to Europe from Montreal
are low. At Malifax, Montreal and
Toronto the bank clearings this week,
aggregate $15,877,000, a decrease of 2.6 per
cent. from the total week before, but an
increase of 2.8 percent. fronithe ageregate
of the same week a year ago.

The leading feature in commercial circles
last week was the activity in connection
with the sealskin trade. The S. S. Co-
quitlam, releascd by the U. S. authoritics
in Sitka, returned to port and commenced
discharging stores and sealskins, Of the
latter she has some 6,500 on board, which,
it is expected will be put on the market
almost immediately, They are valued at
about §70,000. During the past week a
local banking house paid out about
$150,000 for sealskins, purchased by New
York houses, through their local repre-
sentatives. It is expected that $150,000
more will be paid out this week on the
same account, makinga total of $300,000,
for the fortnight. There are still a large
number of skins in the city unsold, and it
is believed that they will be offcred to
buyers almost immediately

Friday, Sept. 30, was the last day
allowed to tnake payments to the Govern-
ment, for land purchased under the old
regulations. It is said that there was con-
siderable flnancing done to enable
pnrchasers to mect their payments.

At Vancouver trade in all lines during
the week showed a strong upward ten.
dency. This was particularly noticeable in
the fruit market, which was active, the
volume of busingss being almost double

what It was last year, The demand for
eggs far exceeds the supply, owiug to the
scarcity of the home article, which always
prevails at this time of the year.

FLOUR AND FERD,

The sftuation is u hanged since last
week, aud trade is generally roported
steady. Flour is about as low as it will
go, secms to be the genecral opinion of
dealers, who say that {t is sold so close
that there is very little in handling it,
Qats are being brought forward in large
supply, which, together with the low
prices, is cutting down the imports from
the Northwest, Jobbers ideas of wheat
are somewhat easier than they were last
week, an. sy have lowered quotations
$2aton. Chop feed is also easier and
quoted $2 a ton less than last weck. All
other products are unchanged,

The Portland Commerciul Revicie says ;
“The flour trade is not in a condition
satisfactory to millers, competition beiog
artive and prices weak. While flour is
depressed and very weak at present, the
general impression among miliers is that
prices are now at the lowest notch and no
further decline is anticipated. Shipments
have heen light and stocks na hand are
quite large. We quote standard brands,
both Valley and Walla Walla, at $3.75 per
bbl. The demand for Millstuffs has been

fair throughout the weck, but offerings
have been equal to the call, and the best
that can be said for the market is that no
decline has occurred. We quote bran, per
ton, 816, shorts 319 and chop barley 821.”

The Columbia Flouring Mills quote
Enderby flourin carload lots :

Strong Bakers or XX
Superfino eee
Jobbers' quotations to the trade are :

Delta, Victoria mills..ccceeeeee..$ 500 @ 000
Lion, “ "o . 50@ 0600
Premicr, Faderby mills .. 54@ 000
XXX., “ Y eerieereens 833 @ 000
XX., o’  eeesiieeee, 505 @ 000
Superfine, ¢ Y ee ceaeen . 405@ 000
Ogilvios Hungarianeeee . veveeanee. 535 @ 000

. Strong Bakerseeeeee ceeee 525@ 0 00
H. B. C. Fort Garry Hungarian . 555 @ 000
Beaton County, Oregon S520@ 000
Portland Roller..........conveeeees 520 @ 000
SuowlnKke.eeeoiiiiiniieiienreiaenn. 530 ¢ 000
Royal....... . 5W@ 000
\Wheat, por ton . 28 00 @ 35 00
OntS. e iiiirinnecs creene cenn. . 2500 @ 30 00
Oilcakomeal.. ...... ..... .. 10 00 @ 45 00
Chopfeed... .o.ivviuocianencene. 2800 @ 30 00
ShortSieeeciesereeeesaceraieceecceas 26 00 @ 28 00
Bran..... cecsecicencenannns e 24 00 @ 25 00
National Mills oatmeal..cceveeees 350 @ 000

“ “ rolled oats......... 35 @& 000

. * split peas.e..e... 350@ 000

“ ¢ earl barley....... 450 @ 000

o * Chudp feed.......... 0@ 000
California oatnieal ceveeeeeeneree. 425@ 000
California rolled oats....... cerese 3T53E@ 385
Corn, whole < - ....per ton 37 50 @ 40 00
Cornmeal .cueecviiinnneenae oovse 275 @ 300
Cornmeal-feed -per ton 40 00 @ 50 00
Cracked corn........... ceesscccees 40 00 @ 45 00
Hay, perton,.ceeene.. . 1700 @ 18 00
Straw, perbalc.eeesena. cecees 80@ 100

RICK.
The Victoria Rice Mills quote whole.
sale:
Japanrice, POrtoDee..cececeeeneeenenn.$ 77 50
BestChinarice ** . ...... veeess 100 00

ChinaricoN0. 1% ol cevveeererssncenee T000
Rice flour Y eeseens cessese 7000
Chit rico "o ceees 2500
Rico Mcal Y e coseese 17 50

FRUITS AND VEGETABLES,

The receipts of California fruits and
vegetables from San Francisco by steam.
ship City of Puebla, Sept. 20, comprised
thefollowing : For Victoria—508 cagrapes,
93 cs pears, 102 cs peaches, 110 cs apples, 40
crts bananas, 7 scks cocoanuts, 15 cs
lemons, 15 crts nutmeg melons, 22 c8
tomatoes, 12 cs quinces, 71 scks onfons, 19
cs plums, 12 scks sweet potatoes, 1 cs
garlic, 1 crt watermelons, 10 cs oranges, 2
cs peppers; total, 1,175 pkgs. Thereceipts
by previous steamers were as follows :—
Sept. 24th, 1,279 pkgs: Sept. 10th, 1,104
pkgs; Sept. 14th, 1,110 pkgs; Sept vih
1,250 pkgs ; Sept. 4th, 1,618 pkgs.

The fruit trade is declining as the season
advancey, and the supplics of fresh fruit
are falling off. Prices on the whole show
changesonly ina few lines. Peaches are
a little stronger, Pears are up to $2.25 a
box. Sweet potatoes are slightly cheaper.,
‘There are no more cantilopes in San Fran.
cisco, as the season for them is over., A
car of Slcily lemons is due 6 arrive to.day,
for alocal wholesale house, which will
quoie them at $7.50 to $8.00 per case. They
are the first of the new season’s fruit and
have come direct from New York.

Jobbers’ quotations for fruits are as fol.
lows :(—

Oranges—~Santa Barbara......... $0 00 @ 0 00
Tahiti Scedlings........ 150@ 475
Rivorsido Scedlings.... 0 00 ¢ 0 00

Lemons—California...... couee. +w80@ 85
Sieily............. “erenes 750@ 800
Australian ........... .. 706 000

Bananas,crate .. . . .......... 250 @ 375

Plums, box ... .. coovt ciiiaenn. 000

Peaches........ 17

Pears.......... cesrecasee 225

Quinees...oiav.s . o eaee 150@ 000

Apples—Red...... teesseseeninas “..160@ 175

o Green.oe ciiiiins e 135 @ 150

Crapapples................. weeee £ 125@ 000

Grapes.... .. ..oeeenll 165

Pine Apples, doz........ .......... 0 00

Cacoanuty, doz [ )

Watcernmclons, crate.. ...... 000

Musk ¢ “o . 35

Nutmeg Y i . 000

Vegetables are quoted :

Potatocs—Californin, swoet ...... 2} @

Local.o.caaane, pertonls 00 @ 00 00
Onions—Red Californin........ e @
California Silverskins. . 1} @

Tomatoes, bx. e, 100 @110

GROCERIES AND PROVISIONS,

A carload of Eastern Townships Cream-
ery butter received last week by a local
Jjobbing house is quoted by them at 27c
for large and 28c for small tubs in quanti.
ties. Generally the trade ask ic to 1c per
lb more for small lots. Eggs continue
scarce and quotations have advanced from
lc to2c per doz. The Awmerican market
for cured meats {s very unsettled at pre.
sent, but on the whole quotations show a
slight advance on last week, but it is pro.
bable that they wiil decline toward the
middle of this month, The experience of
former years is that the meat market de,
clines in the fall, or as the winter sea.
son approaches. Commission agents
quote American meatsf, 0. b, Victoria, duty
paid, as follows : Medium hams, 15}cperlb;
heavy hams, 15}c; choice breakfast bacon,
14§c; short clear sides, 13}c, and dry salt
clear sides, 123c. Armour’s white label
pure lard, 1C1b. pails, 133c per 1b.

Canadian meats are quoted f. 0. b. Vic.
toria : Hams 14}c, breakfast bacon 15c, long



