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poured into a mould ; the latter are best
made by hand.

The glycorinum amyli ordored in the ene-
mata cum sapone muy be readily prepared
from either wheat or rico starch.

When these soap compounds are oxtemm-
porancously dispensed and intended for im-
mediate use, the starch glycerin appears to
be in excess, and taking the quantities speci-
fied in tho official formula, one scruplo must
be subatituted for half a drachm. The excess
is apparent ouly, for on keeping, the suppos.
itories stiffen into a mass, the consistence «f
which leaves nothing to be desired.

The quantity of ¢ starch in powder > isleft
to the discretion of the pharmacist, but that
prepared from rice is strongly to be recom-
mended.

Its firm grnular texture renders its use
specially advantageous in the required suit.
able consistence. - {Joseph Ince, in Phur.Inl
aud Transactions.

ESCHSCHOLTZIA CALIFORNICA,
CHAMISSO.

Much interest has recently been excited by
the aunouncement of the discovery of mor-
phine in the California plant Eschscholizia
Californica, C! am., that alkaloid having been
previously known to exist only in the poppy
plant.  Aside from the economic and thera-
peutic value of the discovery, it being ex-
pected that the new drug will exhibit special
advautages over opium in many of its uses, a
special interest attaches to it from a pharma.
ceutico-botanical point of view, as there is
scarcely any member of the poppy family in
whicl the discovery of morphine might have
been considerci so improbable as in this.
Had Papaver somniferum been the only
species of its genus, or even the only une in
which morphine had been sought, we might
have louked upon its occmirence clsewhere as
not at all surprising.  But the genus Papaver
contains sone fifteen or twenty specics, well
distributed through Europe, Asia, Africa
and Australia, with ene in California. It
forms, morcaver, u very natural group, and
the closo struc ural aflinitics «f its members
would have led us to lovk for more orless
community in the important feature of the
production of morphine among them.  But,
notwithstanding shat they have been abun-
dantly studicd, one of them being an impor-
tant article of the Materia Medica, no trace
of morphino bas yet been discovered outside
of the one species. Not only will these re-
warks apply to the other species of Papaver;
but the family is rich in medicinal plants, Ar-
gemene, Bocconia, Sanguinaria, Gheledonium
and Glaucium, all being cither geuerally or
locally known in medical practice. In none
of them has morphine been fonnd, although
it has doubtless been sought with uniore or
less thoroughness in all.  Yet al these
gencra, and others, intervene structumlly

between Papaver and Eachscholtzia, the bo.
tanical characters which separate theso two
gonera being as braad as tho areas which part
their respective habitats; the structuroe of
the broad, globular pods of the poppy, with
their wany lobed stigmas, and discharging
their sceds, not by splitting, but through a
number of small apical oritices, is familiar to
overy student of Pharmacy. Eschscholtzia,
on the contrary, producesa greatly elungated,
slender pod, not unlihe a couple of matches
sct end to end, and discharging its sceds by
splitting throughout its entire length nte
two valves, These rudically ditferent plans
of structure separate Papaver, with ull the
geuera above mamed, into a distinct sub-
order, Eupapavercwe, from that composed of
Eschscholtzia, Huunemannia, and Dendro-
mecon, namely the Hunnemaniee.  But even
in its own sub.-order, Eschscholtzia is very
peculiar, constituting a genus anvmalous in
the whole family by having its sepals co-
herent over the corolla and falling as the
flower opens, as well as in its perigynous
petals and stamens. Its erratic nature is
now still further asserted by the possession
of so rare a chemical base.

The discovery leads ns to cnqguire, Is mor.
phine really sbsent from all other branches
of the family ¢ Tt will now appear sowrewhat
improbable tha* such is the case, aud if the
alkaloid disce~ scd in Eschscholtzia really be
morphine, on which point wo are justified in
“coming to a conclusion, slowly, we shall ex.
pect the rescarches to which chemists wmust
be stimulated by the recent discovery to
result in locating this principle elsewhere.
California herself is rich in Papaveracew,
boasting nu less than eight yenera and a
dozen or more species, outside of Eschscholt-
zia, numbering among them one species of
genuine Papaver.  Another genus, Dendro.
mecon, with three species, is the near relative
of Eschscholtzia, while its other cougener,
Hunnemannia, * scarcely disunzumshable ™
from it, grows in neighbouring Mexico.  Our
enterprising  Californian brethren are not
likely to neglect their opportunities fer in-
vestigating the composition of these interest.
ing plants. Neither would investimation of
the species of the neighbouring family Fu-
mariacere— by modern anthurs classed as a
sub.onder of the Papaverace:»—he misplaced,
as Bschacholtzia is very near to that family.

There is a second point of view from which
the study of Eschscholtzia greatly interests
us. Should it develop that morphine is
really absent, as supposcd, from the other
genera of Papaveracew, and from all the
other species of Papaver, then we may rea.
sonably expect that ita presence in Esch-
scholtzia miay be equally restricted and that
it may not occur outside of the one specices.
The strong pessibility, at least. of such a
restriction is suflicient to lead to great care
in the sclection of the drug, and we ahuuld
do well to avail oursclves of every source of
botanical informnation concerning the group.

The consideration, moreover, will wark both
waya, as tho limits of tho species are by nu
means settled beyond  dispute, and thest
chemical aflinitivs may, wtler the Grauane
stances, vory readily throw sote hyght on
thewr proper butanieal arrangement.  (H H
Rushby, M.D., 1 Drugmiats Bullet,

AN ALLEGED NEW OPIUM SWINDLE.

If the information whicl has justeomete us
is to bo relied upon, a peculiar and unprece
dentedattampt to swindle consumersof aprum
is being made by parties w this aty.  The
manuer i wlich the alleged fraud origamted
and is being carried out makes an intereating
chapter in the extensive history of drug adult
eration, and the recital of the story i these
columns may result in putting a prompt and
cuphatic period toan iniquitons proceedin.
We have so far obtained but partial § articn-
lars of the methods zdopted to promoto the
scheme, but 50 far as they bave been made
kuown ta us they show that the matter s ane
which deserves immediato exposure for the
protection of the drug trade and the welfure
of the pubdic,

The incentive to the iraud is found in the
statement of competent authenty that the
prices obtaineble for so-called *¢ pudding ™ or
« standardized " opium, in this, the principal
uarket for that geade, have destraved the
profits of the mwmufacturers.  Tho business,
therefore, culd not long be continued on the
cxisting basis, and tho makers have been
casting about for means ta enable them to
profitably carry it on.  About a year ago an
attempt was made to gass throngh the Custom
House several lots of opium of less than the
lezal nine per cent. morphia strength, but,
after a portion of the stock got threugh, 1t
wag detected and stopped. Had that attemp?
rroved suecessiul, 1t wonld, ue deubst, lave
been followed up jramptly by the foreign
shippers, but as 1t was 1t came near e
disastrous to them in an altegether unex.
peeted way.  The leas and asmaynnee caused
to certain Jdealers by the Castem Hoense re
jections, and the subsequent tepeetions of the
stock that passed the appraise, by the parties
to whom 1t was teadered as contract deliver
ics, resulted in a mavement to completely
oxclude all * pudding © or ** standardized
opium from the market  This movement,
however, wagabandoned, partly for the reason
that thero was too much of a stuck here at the
time, and partly because a Targe proportion
of tho cousuming trade inaist upon laving
that gmde of the drug netwithstanding ita
obviously inferior worth compared witls natu-
ral opium.

Failing to succesafully evade the law, the
manufacturers of pudding spium have taken
steps to turn it to their purposes ia another
way.,  Expert manipulators of the drug have
Yieen sent over here for the purpose of start.
g a facteny for the manufactore of the pro.



