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SERMON AT OPENING OF BYNOD OF
TORONTO AND KINGSTON.

BY REV, PRUFs MACALERAS), M.

rorinthiens 1x 16: 7 For thongn 1 preach tae
0;:‘1331, 1 n[fwa aosng ta glovy of; for noces
sity 1alaid npnn me- yoa, woe § pnto mo, i I
Yreach voi the Gospal ”

For mwxvous aud iolling eloguence I
know no paseags in saored or profans liter-
ataro to surpa-s this chapler. Ons whe
prrsnes the ev.n tenor of the argunicnt in
the eighth ohapter and pauses to admivo
the noble sonthocud ecuched In Is last
werse s wuwaltiuly tarded by the abrupt-
ness with whiob tav writer, a3 he enters on
the ninth, breaks cffinto a long sories of
impagsioned inierrogatories. It is as the
transition frcm the ealm flow of the ma-
jostlo river to tha rush and ronr of the
catnraot—irom the stately tread of the
woefiled oharger to kis impetuons dash,
when struck by the spar. Tho sensitive
and high-epirited Apostle Las evidently
heen stang to the qutok. Mg title to the
Apostleship basbsen crlled in question,
and that too by these who shounld have
been the last ta do so—some of his own
apiritual children acting under evil advis.
ers, Yos, thovory olronwmstances on which
he (hnmanly speaking) prided himeolf—the
self-deninl which constrained him to saori-
fice his own tastes and comforts for the
better advancement of the Gospel—were
mads the grounds on which thoy sseailed
his suthority. 'What wonder then that his
whole goul should be stirred with indigna-
tion! Drawing himsell up to the full
height of his intollectual and spiritual
stature, ho arraigus his challergers, With
lightning in his oye and thunder on his
lips he quells thew into silence—abashos
them into shamo, as he hurls at thom
question upon question, each marked by
rare incisive logie and olear-cut torseness

" of expression. The whole man seems o
quiver with omotion. These interrogator-
ios burst upon the ear with the quick,
sharp erack of artillery, driving the enemy
from the field. Lach, whether introducing
en avalogy from saiure or enforcing an il
lustration from Seriptuve, cavries forward
his apology with oumulative force to a
commanding climax, In every sentonce as
he advanaees he foraea n link in the ohain
of argnmont with which he leads captive
their judgmoent. De pauses not wuntil he
lias vindioated hin Apostleship, and cstab-
lished on & batis which the ages cannot
shake, the right of those who preach the
Gospel to live by the Gospol.

Having oonclusively gottled this poini,
he proceeds to siate that he had not avail-
ed himsolf nor did he desire to avail him-
self of ihis right. Wby? That no one
might make void a pardonable boast in
whioh ko took groat comfort. What was
the ground of this boust ? Was it bocause
in season and out of eeagon he preachod the
Goopel of Chriet? Akl no, Herein he
bad no oboice. Preach that Gospel he
must. Nocossity {o do so was laid on

him. A dread woe impended o'er him, if

he sped not from oity to city, proclaiming
the offers of Christ's saving love. A de-
lighiful constraint, o’ermastering his will
~controlling his whole man, impelled
him fo dovoto his life to the nolls task
of bringing back men fo God. In this
he was practically an involuntary agont.
Wherein then lay -his boasted liberty ?
In what sphere of duty was he a voluntary
agent ? It was optional to him to demand
his nnquestionable right—to olaim main.
tenance from those to whom he ministor-
ed, or absolutely to forego this xight and
support himself by the labour of his
hands. This latter courso he deliberately
adopted and consistently pursued. Where-
fore? Tosatisfy his consoionce and con-
vince all gaineayers that his heart was in
the work—that he could be happy in no
other oocupation —that he spoke beoause
ho believed—that ko worked becauss he
loved. Ho would not riek the suspicion of
being regarded as one who bad unwillivg-
1y been entrusted wish & stewardship and
who performed tho duiies of his office a8 8
mastfor of routino—gaining his livelihood
by dispencing to others the portions assign-
od them by the master. The decision of
this question of temporal support lay with-
in his own power. [In this province of ac-
{ion ho wag his own master. But to de-
cide whether or ot he should proseh the
Gospel—whether he shounld glorify God in
this or some other waik of lifo, did not lie
within his own powor. He was shut up to
this pursuit. He could not turn aside
either to tho right or the left. Forward he
must go, & divino power impelling him—a
dire woo thicatenng him if he shrank back
from fulfilling bis course !

What was this cvormastering necessily ?
When first introdnced to s, Paul was in
full eareer as & persecntor of all who
avowed the orncified Jesus as the Jawish
Messinh—ss the wcrld’s Redeomer. By
natare he wag ono who loved—one who
worked in any mission which enlisted his
energies with all hia hoart and scul, and
strength and mind. He &id not exponse a
oates by halves, While thus mad against
the followers of the Nazarone, ho is arrest.
od at the gate of Datharous axd wheeled
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right round in his conrse, s mind is
flooded with Dbeaveuly light 1 tigand fo
Josus aud his olains,  Butely ‘PU“J lu
Ghrist, by bocowes zeawns for Huu. Tie
porscatitor becuurs tuv procoisn, B
eix years latex ho is ustaperted to thethird
heaveus spd boholds goenes that fa colipse
the trauefiguraton glovies vouchsafed to
Pater, Juweos nwl John, Bab over aud
&bove these extraordinary rovelalions, pe-
euliar to Faul, glven a3 & support fo that
mervollons faith reguired to besr him
throtigh the tremondous work appointed
b, thero was that mighty infloonce,
oorumon to overy Christian, whioh took
posscesion of his whole being with ite
springa of aotion and motives to work.
Helbimzelf disolososit in theso werds ; * For
tuo love of Chriet constrainoth us, be-
causo wo thua judge that, if one Jlied for
all, thon wore all dead, and that e dwed
fur all, that they whko live should henoce-
forth live not nnto themsclves but uuto
Him, who died for them and rose agmn,”
The necessity which spurred him on was
tins no tyrant s will holding the lash o'er
the xeluctant worker—no dread fatalism
daving onward its Infatuated devoteo, but
an intensoly vivid realization of thiat divine
love consnmmatod on Calvary, Alike on
{he work benoh snd in tho golitary eoll—
on the streat or tho vessel's deck, he was
intent on pondoring that love, It was Lis
study in tho day—his meditation in the
night. He trled to plummet its depths
and ccale ifs heights and compass its
breadth. A vain task for any mind shori
of the Infinite | He, however, found it to
be deep enough to bury ont of sight the
sins of Paul the blasphemor—vast
enough {o embrace every sinmer willing
to acoept its offers—high enough to lift
those who trusted to it to the imaga and
presence of God, With themeaspge of this
love to perishing men High Hoaven had
oharged him, ' Go, tell ft o Israel; preach
1 to the Gentiles; sound it before Jings;
proolalm it ab the tribunal of Cwmsar.”
‘This was his mission ; and oh | how slraite
eged he was until it should be accomplish.
®

This furnishes ua with a key to intorgrot
his marvellous career. Without it his'life
would be an inexplioable mystery. 'o
those who kunew not the seoret, his whole
course was an enigma. They saw that ho
waa possessed by & power that was master
of every mental fibre, every spiritual im-
pulse, “Festus acoounted for it by saying
that much learning had made him mad—
tho Corinthiang by asserting that he was
begide himeelf, He avidently was a man
lifted out of himeelf and above himeolf—a,
man terribly in earnest—a man imbued
with tho conviction that Lo was entrusted
with s mission of tremenduus import which
ho must bear wheraver there were ears to
hear and souls tobo saved. Tollow hLim
through his Obristian courso of thuty
years | With breathless hasto he sped from
land to land, like s metsonger bearing a
pardon, who foars thet the law may bave
axeouted punishment on the oriminal ere
ho arrive with theglad nows, Daring thoge
oventful yoars ho encountered bardsbips
aud endured privations and suffored crucl-
ties, the very recital of which stirs amaze-
ment in the render. Listen to tho follow.
ing statement written ton years before ho
closed his adventurous oareer! * Of the
Jows fivo times received Iforty stripes enve
ono; thrico was I beaten with rods; thrico
I soffored shipwreck; a night and a day
I have been in the deep.” And this was
only a part, Rest he wounld not tako—he
got only iu the enforced seolusion of the
prison. In the synagogus and agora—
wherever men do congregate-—he expound.
ed and ontreated, And, while others slopt,
he was woaving tents 80 A3 to earn s com-
potenco. Ho toiled with his hands—how
be foiled with his brainl Buat the most
trying ordeal to a eepsitive and enltnred
mind, to a weak and delieate frame suen ae
ho poscessed, was the waob-violence veiseh
ho had everywhero to face. Woll might
ho festify to the Ephesians: ¢ Theo Holy
Ghost whnossolls in every city, saying that
bonds and afilictions abide me.” He had
experienco of mobs of every kind—n Jcruga.
lem mob, zealots for thelaw ; an Ephesian
mob, jealous of tho honour of Dians, appre.
bLensive for their own gaing; a Pbilippisn
mob, infuriated that an end had been put to
their nnhol{ traflic ; a Thessalonian mob,
made up of lewd fellows of the baser sort,
hired ruffians goadad onby Jewish fanatics,
Oh! what wonder that his friends—~that
his flesh, utterly woary of this constant ex-
posure to bratal treatment, should urge the
Aposilethus: “Have done with this worl ;
you have had more than yonr share ; wash
your hands of these men's blood; rotive
into repose or emaploy your talents in some
othor usecful oalling!" ~ But what says the
Aposile to this remonsirance: * Nay—
nay: necessily lies on me; woe is unto
mo if I preach not the Goepol.” ¢ None
of these thinge move me, neither-count I
my lifo dear unto myself go that I wmight
finish my couree with joy, and the ministry
which Thavo receivod of the Lord Jesus,
to testify tho Gospel of the grace of Gtod.”
And he smerges from the briny sca, from
tho dank prison—he drags himeslf from
under the stone-heap, with & hotler zoal
fenning his enthusiasm—2a more forvid
fire consnming his bones, Neither Roman
scourge nor Jewish Insh detorred him. Tho
angry floods of the Egean conld not quench
his determination to carry the fiery cross.
Expulsion from one place he deemed a oall
to thonext; and from point to point he
hastened in thab cirenit, whioh extended
not from Dan to Beershsba but from Jern.
salem even round unto Illyrioum, Is it
then matter for wonderment that Panl and
men who ‘eaught his mantlo revolution-
ized the world | Noed wo be surprised that
tho decaying bulwarks of Paganiem-~—the
offete snperstitions of Greece and Rome
should have gone down below such asgail
ingengines?  Zeal o burning, oarnestueas
80 consuming, endurance 50 unflag.
ging engaged in any oanse, wonld
have overborne a formidable siray
of opposing forces; buf enlisted in
the right oanee, they wore absolutely irre-
sistible and bore onward the standard of
the Goapel to conquast and triumph |

Paal was by gifts, training and acdom-
plishments peoulisrly fitted for the miseion
to which he was called, A special work
had to be dune. For this the eleven were
quiteunanitable. They were admirably sd-

apted fo be Gospel-writors—to record the

varfous inoidente in thelr Lord's publio
Lfe, of whioh they Lad been eye-witnesses
—to diclnge the Guspel to thelr aown
0Bl s Lat they wore nat flted for
the post wLiok Paul was ealied to £l Loug
yeurda aitex his oonversion even Peter
#L_wad by kis condact at Aaticoh that ho
biad not outgrown the prejudices of early
sInoation. A ..an was noedod te oarry the
Crospel to Gentila lands. Such an onw niast
be & perdon of rare cultmo and rofined
hraring-—~of logical acumen and subtle pene-
trution—of soholarly aitaiuments and versa-
tle intelloot—mighty in the Heripturce,
varsod not only .u Rebbinioal bat olassio
lzre.  The agoni requisite for this welglty
outerprise must Lo espable not only of con-
futivg Jowish Rabbi oat of Mosals reoord
and prophetio writiugs, but of enoountering
heathen pbilosepheis on groand of ther
own selcation-—able to alddress Limeelf
with the roseurces of a prufound rcholaxr
aud practised thiuker to an aundienco of
Athonfan liferati—able to boar himsolf
royally beforo kings snd cmporor. Sach
an agent Provideror kad boen silontly
forming in the schools of Tarsus, and at
QGamaliol's feot; and in the fuluess of
time, the firo of the Holy Glost dosoonds—
qulekons Liima mto lifo~and the Apostle o
the Gentiles opons hLis lips in the oldeat
oity of tho world. Henco wo learn that
tho groat Head of the Chureh deoires to
draw preachers of the Gospel from the gov-
oral olagsen of socioty—to havoe in the ranks
of tho ministry tuen of varied gifts and
divorse qualifications, The offers of salva-
tion must be borne to prineo and peasant,
to siatesman and savani, and simple
folk, Henoo a grent variely of agents is
required to approach these so as to present
the truth in such a light as to pross home
ita claimg, Tt bohoves us lo be orafty and
catch them by gnile,’” We must become
oll things to all moen that we may win
souls,

Brethren in the ministry ! our toxt holds
up a standard by which to test oursclves.
Paul's ground of boasting may not be cura
~need not be ourg, as eiroumstances have
ohanged since his time. And yet, I am
thankful to say, there are in the ministerial
ranks, many, who, though not absolately,
yot relatively, do make the Gospel of Ohrist
freo of charge to those to whom it is de-
livered. I ask it, foarloss of contradietion,
have we not among the ministors of the
Prosbyterian Ohurchin Oanada thoss, who,
wero they to take their falenis lo other
markets—wero they to entor the law or on-
gage in commerce, or pursua some other
luorative vocation, would rapidly acenmu-
lato wealth, Aud yet these ave content
with 8 soanty competenco—have oft a
struggle to keep the wolf from the door.
All honour to such! Well may they claim
a share in Paul's noble boast |

Brethron ! wo repeat that we have here
atouchstone by which o {ry our proficiency
in this sncred callicg! Here is & mirror
m which we may examine oursolves and
220 what mavner of proachers we are!
Wo oannot elaim a supernatural cali as did
Sanl of Tarsus. Wo osunot fool the urgenoy
of tho stimulus arising from sight of the
unatterablo glories of the third hoavens.
Still, may wo not assure oursslves of a eall
from the Holy Ghost audible within the
recesses of onr own epirit? May we not
by faith vividly oonceive the brighiness of
the upper world? Yea, may we not real
ize, in degree oqual to that impelling the
Apostle, the constraining influence of the
lovo of Ohrist? There i8 no insaperable
barrior to our aitaining the full foree of
Paul's master motive, Does, then, our
whole bearing indicate that we are borne
onward by an overmastering neeossily ?
Do we speed with the glad nows under the
shadow of a woe iroponding if we flag and
preach not the Gospel ? Are wo on fire ?
Arewo rapt in an enthusiasm of earnost-
ness? Does something in our demeanour
compel men's attention and oxtort tho re.
marks * Look at that taan! he ovidently
believes he lins o mission.” By day—by
night do wo weigh the tremendous issues
of that messago to our perishing uneighbors
with whioh we are charged ? * Okl who is
sufficient for these things?"—\vho of us
but must ory: ** Oh! X ama cold, leaden-
footed meseenger; but, Lord! enlarge my
heart and I will yun in the way of Thy
commands; baptize Thou me with Pente-
costal five and the zeal of Thine house ghall
consame me.”

Hore aleo is & staxdard by which to test
the Christianity of our age and conntry!
We sadly need a revival of the old days.
Wo want Peuls ag well as Poters, We
specially need men of Pauline fraining,
Pauline onlture, Pauline fira, 'We require
men oharged with his living earnestness—
men . “nstrained by that heaven-wrought
enorgy which made him a Mercury not
merely as to eloguent speech, but also
winged activity, And wo aro not getting
them in anything like adequate rumbor.
Christianity is making conqussts in heathen
lands, but reiatively is not gaining at home.
A gulf yawns aud widens between tho ex.
pounders of God in naturs and the ex-
poundors of God in Revelation. All ranks
do not furnish their duo quota of reeraits to
the Mmisiry. How alarmingly few do we
now obtain from what ave called the upper
olasses of society! How appallingly fow
are furniched by our large and wealthy
oily congregations! Almoat all como from
the country—belong to the middle olasses,
And noble spesimens wo do oft obtain from
these sources—men, who are nature's
prinees, who by gifts and graces prove
Christian gontlemen of royal bearivg, Not
fower of these than we now have do we de-
gire; but far more of the others than we
now receive do we orave. We ablior class
distinotions, which engender olass praju.
dices. Aud wo now raize our voioe, be-
cange wWe have obmerved with pain that
smong our opulent families there 1s &
growing disinclination to devote their sons
to the preaching ot the Gtospel of Christ,
Not merely pert misses and flippant lads,
but grave fathers in the eldership and
mothers who talk sentimentally upon re-
ligion, have an idea that the minisiryis
not respectable enough for a scion of their
house. Spoak to the wealthy members of
our communion about the daty of giving
back fo the Lord one of those whom He
hias given them in trust, say the brightest
and best; and they will dismiss the sabjeet
with scant courlesy as they tell yon: “Ii
is & poor businoss.” Aud this objection
will come from men ready to give their

sons thousands of dollars as a oapitsl for
trading, hondreds of pounds wlherewith to
purchase s weall-alocked farar—{rvm ren
prepared to bequentls to these awple pesa
niary :woats wherovn to :Hve In Ovtupsra-
tive opalencs; bal whe will not iuoline
thewa to the pulplt, althongh tucy ocoul?
supplement thelr sliponds so a8 to
plase them beyond anxions care. Is
it xot & sad smpectacls to iook over
s lrrgo cily or crowded oountry
congragation—to note in pew after pew
youibs of intellectual look, with energy de-
wiojed in every line of their conntenance,
anl thew to xefleot that these shiull roon be
abzorbed in the soveral ceeupations of a
busy lifo ; but probably not two—possibly
vot ono will respond to the oall for Gospel-
megsengers. “Lord ] hore am X; send
me ?"" 1t ia & dark blot npon our Christian
discipleship that eo fow of our brilliant
youth offor first their hoarts and then tleir
lives to the aolive service of Him who
showed Himsolf glorious in creating t. .
matohlass universe—still more gloricus in
yiclding Ris life to further the welfare of
our ruee, Onoo it was not 0. Timo was
in tha country whence we have sprung that
the pulpit could command the fines} talent
in the land. We hiave not $o go back to the
days of Kncx or Melville to find acondition
of sociely whoro the most oultured gontry
esteemed it a privilege to dedicate to tom-
plo work the noblest gon in the family—
the lad of xauch promiso and manygmyors.
That the Charch does still in that laud
secure a considerablo share of the intolleat.
ual oapital, the workiug power, the enthu-
giastio fira of tho nation we admit, but noth-
iog like her due pghare, But this is a
money-worshipping continent, This is not
the golden but the gold age of iis history.
The ovil we deplore arises mainly from the
exaggorated estlmate placed on earthly
riohes-—the low esteem in which people
hold everything not measurable by a money
standard ; as if coining monsy were the
chief end of msn made in the image of
God, as if not the mind but the purse were
the measure of & man, Ohl I foar that
wo aroe Josing sight of thersharp line that
divides t':e Chureh from the world. I fear
that the god of this world is blinding us as
to the 1uission of the former. The Church
fulfile uer end,only when maintaining a
oont .aous protest againsy the vanity of
thin;s seen—when oausing men vividly to
roalize the grandeur and importance of
things spiritual and unseen. We aro not
suffierontly faithfal to our wealthy mems-
bers, who are really fo be pitied as atanding
on slippery places, especially in this matter
of the Ministry., As in our pews and
graves, so also inf our pulpits the rich and
poor should meet together, We long to
seo flocking into our ranks men capable
this hour of sitting down besidethe peasant
widow in hor humble eot and making hor
in her loneliners feel that she hasa brother
—the noxs hour of stepping into the draw-
ing-room of the most polished oircle and
mokiog the inmates realize by hie bearing
and accomplislunents that they bave their
sooial peor and that on an oqual footing he
oan denounse their fashionable follies and
sins.

How may this desirable end be acocom.
plished ? In two ways :—

First, by giving ourselves to prayer on
the subject. One mode in which prayer
acoomplishes iteelf is this; In supplication
we gol up before our minds & vivid image
of the importance of the object we denire,
aud this oconatrains us {o use adequate
meant to seoure the end. Henoo prayer
sooomplishes itself by it refloxinfluence on
ourselves as much as by any other mode,
If my petition: “Thy kingdom come,” is
heartfolt—if it i8 n wrestling with God ;
there will be a ocorresponding wrostling
with myzelf, so that I shall exort aud deny
myself to effect this glorions consumma.
tion. Ohristian professors go through the
form of entroatiog the Lord of the harvest
to send forth laborera to reap His fields,
If this prayer wexe earnest, would they in-
olino their sons in every direction tather
than to thess fields? Lot our prayers,
then, be something more than a form. Let
the pulsations of sgiritual life throb thronﬁh
thewn and new light shall be thrown on the
proper aims of life ; every energy will be

ut forth—yes, sacrifices will be made to
gring to pava that which we desire. Some
parents may with the humility of Ahaz say
that they huve no children good enough
for the Ministry and that, however willing
themselves, they cannot forco these into
the work., We don't want them to do sc.
God requires willing service. But what
wo have a right to ask {hese parents to do
is to use their parental influence witha
view to this end—to impress on-their fami.
lies that there is something more valuable
than rlches, more enduring than fame—to
besiege & throne of grace year in and year
oul, imploring God to turn the hearts of
their children into consonance with heir
wished. Lot Christian parents do what
they can and they may safely leave the con
seyuoncesd to God. And think you that
they who thus sow in {ears ehall not some
day bring home their sheaves rejoising ?
Have we lost faith in the efficacy of earnes}
prayor? Do you imagine that, if supplioa.
tions worthy of the name, went up daily
from the olosets and family altare of the
thounsands of houssholds within our com.
munion, we would have to count over can.
didetes for the Ministry by tena? Oannot
we now have Hannahs, propared to conse.
orate their Samuecls even from the oradle,
and ther {o surround their early yoars with
roligions influences and hallowed associa-
tlons, while they ﬁive themaolves to prayer
for the accomplishment of thelr heart’s de.
sire? Osn we no longer have Eunices,
meulding by line on line the plastio minds
of their youthful Timothys to the service
of the sanotuary? Oh! let us_pray Him
who holds men's hearts in His hands to
crown all such efforis with & blessing ; and
soon we shall rejoice in the orowd of tal.
ented and pions youth who offer themaelve:
for the Ministry—soon shall we oount
among the prophets Sanls who tower intel.
Jeclually head and shoulders shove the
mass of their fellow-men,

Secoondly, by the tone of our conversa.
tion, X dyo not know that anything oan
be more painfal than to bear ministers be.
little their ofies and declare that,if they
had a dozen sons, they would not give one
to the mivistry. X would speak of sush
with all tenderness, beowtise some of them
doubtless spank from the bitterness of soul
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Induced by the foeling #hat they hsve
gtretehed unt cheir hands ali thewr Hvos to g
niggardly and unappreoiative people. I
admnit that the ministry 13 not rasgootedem
in nok supportod an 1t ought to be. Lang
Liow is $his to bo remedied, if they who ave
sveaniples to the peopls speak in the man.
ner to which we bave roferred? If the
wve of Clrist Lurns wikn our gouls, then
necoseity is laid on us, rs on Paul, to go
forth and preach tho Gospol. We cannot
resist the overpowenng impulse, even
though it lead us_into ardships and pri-
vations. The old story muat cver repeat
itself . ** Ho, thut shaly seie tus life, must
losoat.”  The disarpre «wnnot oxpeot o favg
better than his masier, nor the ambassadoy
than bis lord, Brothron! let nn megnity
our office nut by pompous bearing, not by
clauming priestly (anctions, not by londing
1 ovor God's heritago, but let us ghow by
our untiring eneigy, our rapt enthusiasm,
our unmurmuring solf-denial, how grand
sod noblo wo deom it! When we are
prossing this lifo work on young mon, let
us gpeak of it as little as possible as & pro-
fossion, for with this word inesnsibly comes
in the idea of money-making, comfort-so-
ouring, Rather, let us candidly refer to i#
a8 & sorvice ; but a servioo, gravious in its
supports—glorious in its rowards. So pois
soned has tho domestio atmosphers in
‘many families of our communion bosoms
that I have been told by 1ads in their early
toens, when apeaking to thom of the minis-
try, © Thero i nothing in it.” Nbthing in
il Istheronot? Thers may not be in
it palatisl mansions, Tyrien furniture,
dashing equipages ; bt is” thote not some-
thing more satisfactory—more enduring—
more worthy of frue maanhood? What of
the erown of ri%ﬁeousnesul What of the
robe of light! What of the iuner row of
peers in the presense.chambor of the King
of kings! Even in this world, is there
nothing in the approval of sonsolence ?
Think of the sclf-respect, whish supportsa
man, who lives not for himeslf but others !
Is it not more nobleto play on this life's
stage the rols of a Paul, who apent and was
sgent in his unoceasing efforts to proclaim
the Tove of Jesus, than to exhaust our few
years in a eirole of objeots, whose aeniro 18
solf and whose cireumforense is earth?
Such a life oaunot but command inward
homage—mnuat extort oviward appreciation,
True, we may sometimes meet with Corin.
thians, who would wish us to sow for them
sgit_’itnnl things without allowing us to reap
their fleshly things. Yet we shall oft be
chenred by the grateful racognition of Mace-
donians, who to their Powor and beyond
their power will send gifts and miniater to
our nacessities. While a miniater must
look to the future state for hie full reward,
yet evon here hohas many things whish
give dignity and zest to life. What & poem
could be written on tho Manse! Koen pri-
vations are borne by tho patriavoh of the
{amily, especially in the matter of food for
o onltored literary taste, Marvels of econ.
omy are agocomplished by the matron of
the housohold. Stinted is tho income of &
large msjority of our winisters. And yet I
malntain that a highor peace reigns—a
deeper contentment provalls—more res}
comfort is enjoyed—more gonnine service
rendered in & national point of view by the
olags of young men they send forth to'the
varions ocoupations of life, in thoge humble
homes than in those of any other portion
of the community.

Brethren! follow Paul even as he follow.
ed Christ. Please not yoursolves even ag
the Mastor pleased not Himself. Be bap.
tized into {the spirit of the Apostle. Bythe
graoe of God bo what you ean beand ought
to be. Up~—haste ye—work whileitis oalled
to-day. Havo firein your hearts—ithe elo.
quence of earnestness on your tongues—
wings to your feet, The night shall soon
be here. DBe animated by forvor so intense
—be borne along in such an eotasy of work
a8 to show that your whole boing is per.
meated with the conviotion that necessity
lies on you—that woe is unto you if you
prench not the Gompel. Then shall we
compel the tribute: ¢‘These are the men
who turn the world upside down—these
aroe transforming the kingdoms of this
world into the kingdom of our Liord and
hia Christ.”

Waara holy seusibility aught to mark the
ohild"of God! ¢ Notoncs named among
you.

‘WEEP not for doath!
'Tis but a fever stilled,
A psin suppressed, a fear nt reost,
A solemn hope fulfiiled.
‘Tne moonshine on he slumbering deep
Is scareely calmer—wherofore woep ?

‘Weep ol for death!
. The fount of tears is sealed;
Who knows how bright the inward light
To those shut eyes ravenled ?
‘Who knows what peorless lovoay fill
The heart that seems 50 cold and still ?

Mucr ag the starry heaven withwits ine
numorable worlds filla man’s sonl with won-
dor and awe, making him feel his own lit-
tleness, yei there s something within him
which elevates him sbovo sung and stars,
above angels and seraphs, and that is hig
moral nature.—Kohler,

OnrisTiaNiTY isthe trao oitizenship of the
world; and nniversal poace, and ths free
exchanne by all lands and fribes of their
eoveral peouliar goods aud gifis, are pos-
sible only ag all avo gronped around, aud
united by the oross of & common Redeemer,
and the hops of a common heaven.—Win.
R. Williaimns,

Bz patient. This cloid of oares whioh
darkens your pathway is not lasting; but
like & cloud will soon pass away aud laave
not & trace behind, The cares of Inst yoar
are well nigh forgotlen, or if you recall
them, you wonder they ever had power to
snnoy and depress you. So with those of
the present honr. You will yet smile aé
some of those aunoyanoos whichnow dark.
en your e.

‘WaEN & man joins & pariioular ohureh
ho is bound to identify himself with it, and
to strive to sustain snd y..omote its church.
life. He must attend ila servioes, and eo-
operate in its messures, He must not g
fiest t0 one chureh and then {o another,
grattly his ouriosity or his taste. He must
be governed lx s sense-of duty, and not

own. sdiloation. and the. el ot tbs
own edifimtion an wel
Ohurch.—~Dr Charles Hodge, . . .



