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Eontribiutors and Covvespondents
}OURTH ARTIOLE OF THE BAJIS,

BY REYV. JOIIN LAING, 3M.A.. DUNDAS,

My former paper was littlo more than a
Ploction of docamonts, o estatoment of
bts and ono juforonce.  That theso avo
rceslivo I admit, aud 1 proposo to mako
mo romarks suggosted to my wmind in o
ond paper. Finding, howover, that Mr.
mpbell had something to say I have de-
ed writing until I should sce what light

Bninistor 8o intimately acquainted with

pa-subjoct as he is, could throw upon the
bject. I havo road his lottor with inter-
and eare,and thank him for the corteous
bnner in which ho has written. Yo the
lowing romavrks I hopo to notico ovory-
ing pertinent to tho discussion which AMr.
has set forth, and if Tinake no further
raonal roforonce to liim or individuais it
8 from no waut of respoet, but because X
ish to deal with facts and reasonings and
bt with the men who record the facts or
t forth the arguments. Imay also prom-
o that for sake of brovity and oloarness I
all uso the word Kirk to designate our
stor Clhurch in this colony.
1 am blamed for going back to the dis-
ptfon controversy and reviving the bit.

r faclings of that period, But I am not

b blamo for this tmn in  our discussions.

it was nccepted as a proliminary to union
Phegotiations that thoro was “to be forbear-

neo on That point and that by-gones were

o be by-gones.y, Why was this compact

jolated ?*  Who is rusponsible for the vio-

ation? Suroly not I, but those who fivst
otroduced the sunjeet. I say nothing of
o Kirk or its Comuittoo; but I foarlessly
aay that tho wholo blame lies on our own
Union Comuittoe, who (whother in ignor-
anee or nuwittingly, I know not) doliber-
glely inserted tho 8rd Resolution which
provides tho disruption in the Basis and
son} up totho Assembly aujact formed on
B thie 4th Resolution, which was purposely
framed to meet Disruption exigencies and
vindicate the residuary party asagainst the
soceders. 'The Assembly also is responsible
who sent down to Presbytorios, Bessions,
and Congregitions these offensive ‘doon
ments which could not fail to produce the
evil effects now deplored, o one can be
blamed if in discussing these documents
their historieal origin and boaring are con-
sidered by him, ‘This isall that T have
done. Faithfulness will not allow his to be
done. Wo cannot cut ourselves losel{rom
our Disraption Fathers evon if we wish to
0 s0; aud T cannot be o party to cendemn-
ing their conduct in 1844, rendering null
their protent, and declaring them guilty of
gchism. I heartily approve and am nowiso
ashamed of tho Disruption, and as Task no
concession in reforonco to that controversy.
By all means let by-gones be by-gones.

1 object to the IV Artiole solely becauss
it prevents union. Tt isin the way aund no
union can bo accomplishod £ill it is romoved
I am not apposed to union, and have no
sympathy with the deinands of some anont
the Headehip, and think union can be ac-
complished on the Westmiaistor standards
pure and simple, as a Basis.

I agk thon why is the IV Articlo in the
Basis? Some say it menns nothing ba
was insorted to satiefy the Kirk, Otuer
ay it can be mado Liarmless after upion,
and, indeed, null and void, by imposing
onditions of reception asvegulations. Now
T rogard it as on insult to put & meaning-
033 Article in & document so important and
olemn ; and no compliment to the Kirk to
y that they ars satisfied with & meaning-
058 document. I regard it av flugrantly
ishonest to assent to an article in order to
cure Union with the sccret inteation of
iolating tho Union compact afler the
nion has been consummated by imposing
pnditions incompatible with the cowpact.
o this then pass.
1 lieliove it means something,  *Its ob-
joct is Lo declare our brotherhood with
he wholo Prosbyterisn family as more
jotimate thamwith tho otherreligious de-
oininations aud to provids for receiving
inisiers and members from other Pres-
yterian chiurches, upon Presbyterial and
ossional cortificates, without subjecting
hem, “fo examination to awoeriain
ir qualifications, when .wo sve  satis.
48 with-them - otherwise. Somg of the
\inisbors: of the respectivs - Churches
‘daiasd in the parent Churches
Sor thair sakes, as they might still
Bovice 10 be elagible to sharges in. the old.
pwisdiy, T would wish that a relation to
pirent Churches more dofiuite and
Al that what js embraced in the
Avticle.oould be secured.t . So.
-Ci sl and I think ke is
4 'thie tondete 2obs the itmlies,

relations comes up, and in partieniar the
rvelation of the Kivk to the Church of Scot-
land, The Act of Indopeudence says tha
connaxion is “merely of opimon, identity
of standards, and minisicrial and clurch
comniunion,”

Now whon we are told that the righis
covored by thia relation is meroly filial, I
must be excusod for saying that however
clear thig may be to other infnds T canuot
receive it.  Facts aro against it, sucl: as,—

1. The Clergy Resorves woro ‘secuved
« by I to tho 1ecognized Branch of the
« Church of Scotland hero.,”  That is more
than filial and moral.

2, Tho Kivk in 1844 declared itsolf not
called upon to give forth » statemeont as to
tho “connection which subsists batween the
Chureh of Scotland and this Synod" and
declined to discuss it.

8. Tho reason for the above activn was
ohietly want of harmony of soutiment, as
an mfluential party tatted their protest
agamst any action of the Synod, holdng
that or was discussivo of a motion “aiming
¢ at tho altoration of the namo title, desig:
“ nation or constitution of the Synod or
“ Church, or tho relations thercof to the
¢ Church of Scotland” wero in their nature
objectionablo,unconstitutional,incompetent,
ultra vires compronusing and affecting in-

juriously tho status, rights, and privileges of
cortain parties in matters cevdl and ceclesi-
astical.

4. In tho draft answer to the protest
whioh was adopted in 1844, it is said, “Itis
¢ the opinion of many persons snd aome of
* them mon to whoso opinion on a matter of
“ this sort it is hardly poasiblotopay too much
s deforoucs, thut for tho Synod in its own
 meyo motion toalter itsstyle or designation
“in law—would e at once to alienato a
“vast amount of property of the Church,
« Indeed in this thoro can searcely be o
« ghadow of o doubt.” And ngain, “no man
“ of sound principle and understanding
s will sny that had the Pesolutions of the
« Protesters boen corried, the Synod could,
« gither in honour vr law have rotained its
« property, that is to sny, after altering its
© designation and changing the conditions
« on which that property hind been granted
“and was held” Is that only filial and
moyal ?
cortasn ‘proporty in Canadas, the doed of
which convoyed it to Presbyterians in com
munion with the Church of Scotland, but
makes no montion wa the Kirk in Canada,
was by decision of the Court of Chancery
givon over to tho lattor body.

5. Tho Gonoral Assombly of the Church
of Scotland received a roport which pro-
vosed, to prevent tho property and endow-
ments and interestin tho clergy Reserve
consisting of the ministers in Canada, and
Fund from being vestod in ncorporato body
to use * every moans in its power to have
it disallowedby the Government at Home."
Aro these only moral means?

In face of tucso facts I cannot believo
that the rolation is merely filinl and moral.
If I am wrong, I have beon led into my
error by the acts of the Kitk and General
Assombly. I do not imngine that the Kirk
is *“an integral poart of tho Church of
Scotland ” aud I nnderstand why it cannot
bo ; but T am of opinion that there exists a
relation involving legal rights which cannot
Dbe dissolved without legal sanction as well
as consent of the Churches.

It is also evidont that by virtue of this re-
lation certain rights and privileges belong
to ministors ordained by the Established
Church which its dissolution would affect.

In ‘1644, tho resolution which is in sub-
stance the Fourth Article was adopted to
protect those vights and priviloges. It
opensd the door for ministors from other
churches, pavticularly tho Freo Church,
but socured the maintenanco of ¢he then
existing relation to the Establishment, and
that was the solo reason for the Resolution.
Now if adopted in 1874 it will have the
same offect. It will provide for receiving
ministors of tho {Establishment without ex-
amination, this is the main thing; and in
order to do this will oxtend tho privileges
to all othor Pyesbyterian Churches. And
here it is to bo observed that in 1845 the
Kirk made the Act of Indopendence =
stauding 1w of tho Church avowedly to ex-
olade men holding Erastian sontiments;
but now it is proposed to recceive nll—
Erastian or not—without examination, and
so to bind the Church that au not similar
to the Act.of Independence could not after-
wards be passed without violating the
Union compact.” .

1 do ot object to the United Chureh re-
celving suiuisters from the Established or
any other churcl, We Liave received even
a Prisst of Rome-wien the Presbylery was
gitisfied. If thie Chureh adopt after Unton
each an sok for reception of ministers as
the Fourth Artiele is, [ might. dissent, but
wonld never -thibk of doing-mure;. What
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Basis ; binding tho United Chaurch bofore
hand a8 to ber rolations with other
churches; binding hor in sach a way that
she cannot exerciso her right of oxamining
candidates for her ministry without violat.
ting o solemn compect. I obieet to he
bound to receive ministers from any
church, or not to roceive them ; I insist on
full hiberty and unfettered frecdom of action
in this matter of receiving ministors; and
that tho Unitod Church be left quito freo to
act in all time to comte a8 circumstauces
and a sonso of duty unay direet, recoiving
minsters on whatever conditions may from
tuno to time Lo dotormined.

Now as the practical conclusion ; if thirty
years have so changed our circumatances,
that without chango of principle on tho part
of either Church that can be done which our
fathors in 1814 found it impossible to do
though they sought it ligently ana
carnestly. If what was formerly done “in
Westminister' by the Imperial Parliament
can now bo done in Ottawa by tho Do-
mumion Parliament ; if the Kirk can unani-
mously take the necessary steps to change
her ddesignation and sover tho conucction
with the Est Jblished Charel ; if there is
now no remanrcnt party to endanger Lle
proporty, or veclaim against their minis-
teninl statns being injuriounsly effected; it
the Synod is now in & position to say that,
to do theso things is nut objectionable but
desirable, not uuconstitational, incotupe.
tentor ultra vires. Ifall this can now bo
done, I am satisfied. Let iv be done, and
as the doing of this in 1844 would have
provented disruption, so in 1874 it will
bring about Union. This however must be
decided mot by tho Church to which I
bolong, but by our sister Church, aud may
God make clear the way for the happy
consutnmation.

e .

REVIVAL,

Editor BRITISE AMRRICAR PRESDYTERIAN,

Tho readers of your paper owe a debt of
gratitude to your correspondent in Hamil-
ton for the interesting account ho hLas given
of the. progress of the work of God in Mit.
chell, Such interesting accounts of pre-
gressive Chr.stianity are ayre[reahing to the
Chrislian Tilgrim as the greon oasis is to
the weary t:aveller in the parched desext.
How pleasing to leara that porsons, by hun-
dreds, are submitting themselves to the
powor of the Gospel ; that ¢ drunkards and
infidels, high aund low, rich and poor, are
among its trophies; " and that fidelity and
trustwoithiness are marked characteristics
of those who have made a profession of
faith. How strikingly veorified .s that
Scripture: * And it shall como to pass that
whosoever shali call upon tho namo of the
Lord shall be saved;" and what an incen-
tive to Christian lhope, to Christian effort,
and to a firmer relianco and trust in the
promises of Him of whom Prophets hiave
written and Poets have sung: ¢ His every
word of graco is strong as that whick built
tho skies, The voico that rolled the stars
along, speaks all the promises.” Your cor-
respondent thinks that a visit to Mitchell
would convince any one that all that is re-
quired to bring an outpouring of the Spirig
ia any place, is faith on the part of the
people. This idea is fully substantiated in
God's word : How “ great and precious are
the promises.” God has confirmed them
by an oath, “by two immutsable things in
which it was impossible for Him to lie, that
wo might have strong cor olation who have
fled for refuge to lay hold on tho hopo set
beforo us.”

Sucli circurzstances as areroporte: by your
2orrespondent, whilo very encouraging, are
n mild and merciful rebuke to our want of
faith 1n the satlior of every godd work. To
the Church in theso days will apply that
truth uttered by the Saviour, “ 0 yoeflittle
fuith.” It is undoubtedly o want of faith
on our pat, in tho promises of God's Word,
that ronders us so wenk und powerless as
ao-workers witn God 1 our own ealvation
and in tho salvation of our fellow men. It
is true God is & sovereign, and He dooth
whatsoever ho will, both in Leaven and
upon ear.l, And yet who does not know that
in connection with properly regulated
Christian effort, and in auswor to nevep
ceasing fervont prayer, mixed with on the
part of the people, that the wrath of men
has been mede to praise God awid tho ro-
mainder of theiv wrathlias beon restrained,
that the peaco of God which passeth under-
standing, has possessed their souls to such
» degreo that strangers to God and to the
power of God hiave said of such places and
of such scenes, Lo, God wasinall this work,
and we knew it not. Such ¢ihrenmstances
ars powerful incentives to overy lover of
Zion to earnest prayer for thé oparstion of
that Spirit whick, **like mighty winds and
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faith and hope shall make all one.” Your
conespoudent says thore must Yo many in
Canada who are wondering if tl'is work will
not spread, and he also saysthat, in gnswer
to prayer it will spread; .ud what, Mr.
Edutor, is to preventtlus?  T1o Lovd's
16 not shortened that it eannot save, neither
18 his oar heavy that it caunot hear. Tt
the Chureh ask, and ask in faith, and God
will answer. It way not Lo at the tumo or
in tho manner that we may select. God's
ways are not as our ways, ncither are his
Vioughts as our thoughts, and yot Iie has
promised to answer praycr. Wo have heard
with our ears, and our father’s have tolil us
what wondeiful works God it in their
Jays, and as faith lends its realizing light,
God is seen in the cperations of his Spirit
working in tho hoarts of men. I havo rea-
son to believo that even in this cold north-
ern county of ours thore are signs of good,
small perkaps, little it may Lo as a human
Land, and yet who shall say that a sliower
of blessings shall not descond upon us? We
are bleased with a frithful ministor. In his
pulpit and pastoral perfermances, there is
much to commend and little to find fanlt
with, He lives in tho hearts of hisown
peoplo, and his genial warm-hearted bone-
volence is winning for kim the good will of
tho communitjv, for whose good he labours.
God, in his providence, has beon moving,
There is marked attention to tho word
preached by hLis servant. Anxious prayer
is offered in privale for the aid of that
Spirit without which we can do nothing. A
necessity for deponding on God alone, is
moro deeply folt, and wifh these tokons is
it too much to say that wo expect God to
blessus.  Arenot theso operations of graco
something like the promise t a shower that
drops already from above? For some
months past the sernions we have listonod
to have been well adopted to arouse men to
think about their own salvation, and the
salvation of the souls of others, The ser-
mon on last Sabbath from that toxt where
the “ends of tho earth are invited to look
unto God aund be saved,” in its stirring,
pointed, end pungent elucidation conld not
fail, with God's blessing, to make a deep
and lastine impression. The Church was
invited to attend & waekly prayor meeting,
and we know, for God has told us, ¢ mercy
visits every house that pay their night and
worning vows, and that ** Ho makes a more
dolightful stay where churches moot to sing
and pray.”

We are encouraged to lhope that good
may be done, that precioussounls may be
brought to Christ, to Him who merits all
their love, and that by looking to Him the
Church in this pilace may grow more and
more into his image and likeness till they
are fitted and prepared for those realms of
bliss, “where happy souls in endless con.
cert sing, where hopo in full fruition dies,
and all is lost in love.”

Braprorp.
May 5th, 1874,

THE CONFESSION OF FAITH.

Editor BRITISE AMERICAN PRESBYTERIAN,

In view of the approaching meceting of
Assombly it may not be amiss to draw the
attention of mewmbers eleet of that court, in
particular, and of thoso of the Chureh, in
goueral, to the importance of a cheap ro-
print of tha Westminister Confession of
Faith. Almost the only copies of that docu.
ment to bo seen in Canada have been im-
ported either from Scotland or tho United
Statos. My duties have led me to spend a
fow days ot a time in Presbyterian families
and, when there, I have been surprised at
the very frequent absenee of the Confussion
from their houses. This is far from what
ouxht to be.

Oftho nature, uses, and nccessity of Con-
fussions of Faith nothing need be snid at
present.  That subject is elearly discussed
in thesecond volume of tho “Canada Pres-
bytorian Church Pulpit,” even in sucha
style as acommodatos itself to the intellec-
tual capacities of ordinary informed minds.
Tue hue and ory which is periodically rais-
od against all Coufessions of Faith, is
prompted by ignorance both within and
without the Church. Every Church must
have a Confession of hor faith : ifnot writ.
ton it is oral. To that confession her mem-
bers give their assent; which assent entitles
to membership, and is the line of demavea.
tion botween them and the membors of
other churches. As every church ought to
have a written Coufession of Faith, so itis
the daty of the suparior ecourts of that
Church to see that thereis always an ample
supply of copies to be had. Oue copy, at
least, of our Confession onglit to be in every
Presbyterian family. The fawmily requires
it both for the instruotion of the young, aud
a defence of the principles and dootrines of
Soripture as hold by the Presbyterian,
Churoh. . The apostolis jnjunction, *“Hold
fast the form of sound words,” tint tnerlv
SOMNF R, bt tho v fore ofbovmd
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wards—is as applicable to the doctrines of
Sciipturo as arrauged in the Church's Con-
fession, as are thoso passages of Seripture
frotn whioli thoy are taken, and by whieh
their truthfulness is proved.  The {utfer
is tho truth; hut the former is the ‘‘banner
to be displayed becanso of the truth.” The
latter is “‘the glory in the midst of Zion;”
but the former are tha walls, buhwarks, and
towers eround her,  Moro capecialiy is tho
Church bound to pleaso thoss enlisted
undor tho “banner to bo displayed keeanse
of the truth” in n posiiion to “tell the
towers” of Zion, to ‘‘mark well her bul-
warks,” to “considor hor palaces; that ye
may tell it to tho generation following,”
seeing that othars, Mathodists espeoially,
imputo to Presbyterians the maintenanco
of doctrines absurd, ridicalous, and such as
even dovils do not Loliove. When Presby-
teriaus aro thus maligned it is but just to
their Church and themselves,to have a copy
of the Confession to hand to thoir defamers
and ask 4hem to read what we beliove,
Thero is no need of being ashamed of it.

It is unreasonablo and painful to see
memboers, eithor at their formal admission
to the Chwirh or at the front, acknowledg-
ing the Westminister Confession to be the
confession of their faith, when they have
nover read it. In this cnse it is & dead lot-
tor. Itismore,it is a reproach to ths
Church for not judically making arrange-
monts that all her congregatione chiould be
{ amply suppliad with her standards. The
| publication of theso should not be loft to
speculation, but undertaken by the Church
and suporintended by o committes ap-
| pointed for that purpose.

The present volume labelled “The Con-
fession of Faith," is rather formidable look-
ing. To brace one's golf up to resolve to
tako the volumo in hand requires, here, no
little fortitude, especially if it is not a task
whioh must bo accomplished. That volume
containe the subordinate standards of the
Church, of which the Confession of Fhith is
only a part. The Shorter, and also the
Largor Catechism is published separately
although it is one of these standards. It
is highly expedient that the Coufession of
Faith should also be published separately.
In good readable type it would not extend
to a volumo larger than the Forms of Pro-
cedure. Tho price could be reduced to
ten conts. Asit is tho chief subordinate
standard of the Church, she ought in faith-
fulness wo her Head, in justice to hersclf,
and in the intellectual interests of her mem-
bera, the young especially, to provide an
abundant supply of that most important
document. Besides the members will be
in a better position, than at present, to tell
what their Church belioves; and be better
qualified to appeal to Scripture to defend
Seriptural doctrine, andYofute the calum-.
nies of those who Lespattor Calvanism and
Presbyterian.

J.B.S,

An Omission.

Editor BriTist AVERICAN PRESBYTERIAN.

DrAr Sit,~—Iu the Historical 3tatement
road at the laying of the Foundation Stone
of Kunox College, and published in the
BriTisH AMRRICAN PRESBYTERIAN, the name
of the Rov. John Campbell, M.A., of Charles
St. Charely, Toronto, (row the Rev.
Prof. Campbell, of Montreal) does not oscur
in the enumeration of thoso to whom the
Collego is indobted for having discharged
the duties of Lecturers. It is not necossary
to say that this omission is nnintontional.
Tho collego cannot Lo ungrateful to one so
honourably connected with it, and who, at
vory great personal inconvenience, renders
od it most valuable survice during moro
than one Session.

Yours very truly,
Wy, Caves.

Preshytery of Paris.

. A meeting of tiis Iresbylery was held
in Guelph durint the Synod, to dispose of
the call from Chialmers’ Chursh. Queleo, to
Mr. Wright, of Ingersoll. Mr., Wright
stated that, on publia grounds, he thought
it his duty to accept the eall. Mr. McTavish
nmoved, secondod by Mr. Chisholm, Elder,
*“That notwithstaunding that Mr. Wright -
has intimated that, on public grounds, he
falt lza should accept the eall to Chalmers’
Church, Quobec, and notwithstanding that
the Presbytery are fully satisfied as to Mr.
Wright's suitableness for that fiold, yet
enngidering the peculiny circumstances of
the congragation of Erskine Church, Ingev.
soll, the Presbytory refuse the translation.,
It was moved in amendmant by Mr, Goch.
rane, geconded by Mr. Sutherland, Elder,
“That in view of Mr. Wright's expressed
statement, that he thought it his duty, on
publia grounds, to accept the call, the
DPresbytery agreo to this translation, while,
st the snme $ime, sympathizing with the
congregation of Erskino: Church, Ingeusoll,
in their peouliar circymstances.” The mo-
tion was canied_by a mnjority over the
nmgndment, and My, Wei=htetained in his,
presemt'cbarge. . 0 .y
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