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fi-ations of which will bo prepared as svon ax Mr. Har-
court 1~ in a position to give the whole of his personal

attention to his own busmess.
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WINNIPEG.
Larger Holiday Trade than Last Year—What Some Stores
Featurc—Best Selling Books.
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HRISTMAS trade in books, stationery, and kindred
C Ines carried 1n local  book steres is now in full
swing aud promises to bhe larger  than  last year.
High-class atationery and novelties and cxpensive, well
bound books seem to be in good request, and the Christ
man trade should accordingly be prohitable.  Departinent
store competition has nat been severe in books and sta
tonery, and the Jueal small stores are holding their own
astly.
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The Johin A. Hart Co. have alieady had several at-
tractive Christmas goods windows in which they have
featured principally fine stationers. writing sundries, and

calendars.,
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I"tivate grecting cards are beimg featured this year by
Ruswell, Lang- & Ca., apparently with good suceess. This

firm have their own plant for this work
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WA
devoting attention to the more capensive lines
1n i good market in Winnipeg {or such goads.

Davin i~ speeializing in fine <tationery amd is
There
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“The Gambler” s stall  selling well in all loeal
stores “Nedra”  and  “Tales of the Road™ are also
papalar Iavanites, FoR. M
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Features of the Christmas Trade—Stores Drop Cheap
Lines—Some ldeas About Buying.
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N\ the whole, Chnstmas trade as promusing well  Of
O coutse 1t s catly e speak defimitely, as gt has only
Compared with last ~ea-
e

hegun tes apen aetnely.
son and  former  seasons, hawevel, prospeets are

farorable.
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This year the Chnstmas card rade 1< not hkely to be
heavy  Buvers seem to prefer the sauvenit post cards,
though trade au that hine i~ ne heavier than it has been.
For sending mementues 1o Eastern Canada and the Old
Countey, of wlich olass of trade there i a lange peteent-
age here, books of views of BC aceneny and of the coast
cities ate very warm favotites  The range of these pub
heations an greatds ncreased and  the quabits has im
pmened, while at the same tme the prices have begun
to get down to the  masses «f the purchaaing publie
Fogmerly bookea of views wete tens expensive te appeal to
more than a hmited elass of buvers Now a really bet
ter artiele i~ being offeted fo1 less meney, and this Iine
s becotmng & favante and pood seller
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One feature of Christmas trade a~ it
tiotiety trade in that  the Jdepartonant
rlostes alak up With all the cheaper lines
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and novelties, so that only the better class goods in
such Lnes are  wought from the legitimate trade.  And
the effeet of departmental store competition is always
seen in the toy  trade, from which several leading sta
tiopers have retived, or announce their intention to do
s, Last season the B. €. Book Co., Limited, went out
of toy~, and this yvear Messrs. Clark & Stuart, both Van-
firms, also announce that they will eluse ount
toys.  The result is that closer attention is paid to the
regular ~staples of the trade, and superior stock ix more
exclusively carried by the hook stores. as the department
stores do not stock the hétter elass lines.

couver

Christmas numbers of  the  illustrated papers  are
nearly all in stock now, and sclhing fairly well, though
no particular favorite seems to be selected. Many of
them d  net appear to be any great improvement on
former annual numbers.  The improvement in art calen-
dars is very noticeable, and this line is  becoming in-
creasingly popular. with the artistic improvement. Post
card albums take the place of photo albums in the de-
mand almost entirely.  Standard authors, and the poetas,
are but sparingly called for. “Indeed,”” said one book-
seller, on being interviewed, **Vancouver is not greatly
noted for its love of good literature, if the choice of
books serves as a guide.”’

Tn popular fiction the only noticeablo seller this
month is Guy Thorne™s “When it Was Dark.” and that
i~ caused in large part by the advertising it has received
threugh publication in serial form in the Daily World of
this ety So muel interest has been evineed in the
story that & minister announces a sermon for next Sun-
day on the theme of the novel.  Nu other candidate for
populat faney can be named just now,
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In the trade here is 2 noticeable demand at all thnes
for cortain lines  of Old Conntry goods, chieily periodi
cals, because of the fact that a large pereentage of the
population 1s from  the Ol Land. Most o the Old
Country magazines sell well, and in fact the percentae
v larger than anywhere else in Canada.

Speakiur of Old Country productions, the fact that
staples mn ~tationery. and similar lines, ean be bought in
the Old Country and imperted dirveet by the Blue Funnel
line of ~teamers which come here from Liverpool and
London. i~ causing a good deal of business to be placed
in Fngland. This has two or thiee interesting features.
The vanety of <toek s enlamzed, as dealers, of course,
tany Iangely in the east alswe.  The conditions of purcha~
ing in the Ol Country market are slichtly different. Or
ders have ta be seat in earlier. but the buyer, of course.
make~ due allowance in preparing for stock.  The gonds
are received in eacellent condition, as the 6ld Country
whidesalers ert in the opposite extreme from the aver-
are eastern whalesaler an manner of packing.  The Iat-
ter 1~ apt to put goods, especiallv easily damaged arti-
cles. an fim~y a package. while the Old Country
huuse almest “builds a warchuuse’™ round the shipment.
A heavy packimz caxe, invariably hined with waterproof
matenial, ensures arrival of goods in perfeet wrder. An
other feature i~ that the Old Country houses give from
3 te 4 menths” ume in drawmng. while neardy all eastern
draft~.  espraally  for  holuiay guods,  are practically
smght. of duc by tke time the goods arrive. A 1emark-
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