
1u BOOKS AND NOTIONS.

I
Oliver Bras. have opencd a wall paper

store ai Petrolia, Ont.
Mr. McMurtne, of Messrs. Thos. Tait &

Sons., Inverurie, Scotland, was in the city
lasi month on his annual visit.

The Salmon River Pulp Co., which has
milis ai Sherbrooke and Scotstown, had the
one ai the latter place destroyed by fire last
week. The loss will be about 530,000, with
$i5,ooo insurance.

Bookseller 11. S. Williams, llamilton, who
bas been very ili with the grip, is recovering,
but is still unable ta Icave his home. He
was taken down on Jan. z and has not been
out sInce.

Mr James Logie, who has been city trav.
effer for some time past for The Barber &
Ellis Co., as now in the whnlesale department
of the Toronto Willard Tract Society. Mr.
H. M. Clark takes Mr. Logie's place with
The Barber & Ellis Co.

Mr. Lou Merrick, traveller for Nerlich &
Co., bas sustained a severe domestic affliction
in the death of his mother, which occurred
last week. She was a widow of about sixty
years of age, and Lou has the sympathy of
his fellow travellers and hias many friends
throughout Western Ontario an this his tre
of sorrow.

We have received an illustrated catalogue
from L Mardan & Co., 41 and 43 City Road,
London, England, patentees and manutac
turers oi stationery. They catry a large lin
of noveltties an silver pens, pencils, cases, etc.
The extent of their department may be
judged tram the size of the catalogue, which
is very large and contains over a hundred
pages

By the death of Mr John E Pearson, the
Methodist Book Publishing Company loses
one ni its oldest and most iruasteJ employees.
The deceased, who for many years had oc-
cupied the position of foreman of the book-
binding department, was a very pletsant
gentleman and a favorite with the employecs,
who cent a beait:ful floral tnbute an the
shape of a pallow, as a mark of their appre-
ciation of him.

NIr. S. Weaver, the fancy goods deale- of
Kingston and London, is accused of same
strange thangs and bas been ::ommitted for
nal. He is accused of sellhng his goods ai

less than half wholesale cost,and of investing
his cash very freely ai' such luxuries as fur
cloaks and diamond rings. even after he bad
begur ta refuse drafts fron his creditors.
But the entire mattcr wall be cleared uo ait
the mnal an the sprmng. lis stocks are ad
vertied for sale by tender.

The Il. F Goodrich Co., proprctors of the
Akion Rubber Works, Akron, 0.. manufac-
ture an inimaite varety of rubber tnys thiat

are particularly free-selling lines in ail shops
wherc notions are sold. The nost grotesque
and laughable figures are turned out for the
amusement of httle people and the diversior
of seniurs as well. This company do some
of the brightest advertising to be seen in
one's travels, the humorously worded circu-
lars set off by cuts of comic rubber figures
giving a sprightliness ta the matter that
makes quite engagng readng.

STATIONERY NOTES.
The invitation card which now bears the

seal of Fashion's approval for at homes and
afternoon teas is the small or Albert size.
1iart & Company report the season's demand
to have run very strot, l1y towards this size,
though business in the .arge cards continues
ti be donc.

Dance programmes with an insert for the
entries are now very modish. Instead of
the name of the dance and a blank for the
engagement, a formula of acceptance is
printed along with every blank. The
singer dance programme is also a new and
popular card this season.

MONTREAL LETTER.

MONTREAL, Jan. 29, a89a.
In fnes of notions, fancy goods,books, etc.,

deaiers all i eport satisfactory progress. The
holiday trade in purses and other little knick-
nacks appropriate to the scason was fully
up to the average, and everyone appears ta
feel satisfied. In the way of new business
travellers are now out,and are sending in sa-
tisfactory orders. The reading public is ap-
parently on the increase, or the retail houses
anticipate more business this stason, for
they are taking fair supplies for the recent
works of fiction, as well as other publications.
In fines of paper and stationery the same re-
marks apply. Several new and tasty designs
of envelopes and note paper are on the mar-
ket, and with other general supplies are find-
ing fairly ready orders. As stated above,
purses, plush toilet boxes, and other such
hnes show encouragang results. The usual
assortment of wall papers of various patterns,
most of which are new and original, are now
on the market. Thev encounter a good fair
demano, and it would appear that operations
of house-renovating this spring will be consi-
derable. lt is natural in any event ta expect
demand for vall paper as weil as other house-
hold furnishings, for the reason that building
operations dunng the past fali and early win-
ter were largely ncreased in magnitude. It
as carly yet to speak of fishing tackle and
sporting goods generally, but for ail that, or-
ders this yerr are already coming in a fair
way. This as especially the case from Mani.
toba and the North West, where an increas-
cd demand is evidently anticipated,for orders
from those sections, so far, are much larger
.han they were last year. In this connec-
twon, importers agents for some of the big
sporting goods bouses state in endorsation of
this, that orders for spring delivery are 25
per cent larger than they were last year at
the same peraod.

The Toronto News Company have issued
an illustrated catalogue of valentines, which
as very neat and concise. Besides the gene.
rat hnes, they have a beautiful fne called

tlebsengers of Love," lace valentines,
and another lne ', lve's Souvenirs', box
valentines, bath of which are very pleasing
and attractive. Some really new ideas art
exhibited ihis year in comic valciatnes.

THE DAILY PAPER RATES.

Editor BooKs ANO No-rioNs.

SIR, -You invite opinions froin the trade
as ta the increased charges of the Toronto
daily newspapers; and I think it to the in-
terest of ail dealers that they should give
fret expression ta their views, both as ta
newspapers and other Irade matters. But
ta write to a monthly publication respecting
what should be promptly attende "to--if
any good is ta b: accomplished-seems ta
me almost useless. Ere vour next number
appears, the ancreased price question will
have been tested, and probably either estab-
lîshed or abandoned.

Sa far as the newsvendors are concerned,
there will be fewer sold, and the number
ordered for miscellaneous or casual sales
materially reduced. At former rates we
could afford to hold a number of the mornng
edition on the chance of sellîng them, but
at the ncreased rates there is no induce-
ment ; .the profit is now somewhat more on
the evening edition, but the sales will bt far
less. The publishers should understand
their business better than others, but their
circulation will be much reduced, though
that will be no loss ta them, unless it affects
the advertising department, of which they
must be the best judges.

The want of an active Booksellers' Asso-
ciation is now fet, and if this newspaper
change revives the one of which you profess
ta be organ, some good will be dont ta com-
pensate for the sales we are looking forward
ta. Not that much was accomplished in the
past, but muclh may be dont an the future.
First, a large membership is required, then
loyalty ta the rules laid down is imperative,
and lastly, an oagan is necessary that will
be published at least twice a month, on a
stated day. A papermaking itsappearance on
alternate weeks woulJ be more likely ta pay,
than if published once a month ; a freshness
and interest would be given ta its contents,
and its advertising patronage would be more
general and more useful ta the trade gener-
ally. Ontario nor Canada, is rich enoughto
sustan two trade journals, and wh:lst each
appears only twelve times a year their in-
fluence is almost nil, but let there be one
pap:r, ficquptly published, let the trade
give it a generous support, and act fairly ta-
wards each other, and the Booksellers' As-
sociation and its acknowledged organ, would
be a power for good. Why not call a meet-
ing of the trade at an early date, and have
the matter thoroughly discussed?

Other matters even more important than
the price of nevspapers are now seriously af-
fectng every bookseller, the frequent chan-
ges an school book-, the vairied editionson
the same subjecis, and the fret use of school
books through the School Boards, ail are
deservng of careful consideration. The
supply of magarines could also be profitably
looked mio, but mndividual efforts would be
frustless, tu these days of combines unty on
the part of the public seems absolutely
necessary for self-defence.

Vours,
Guelph, january a4. JNo. SamT;.


