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armo are generally known to bo truc and
Tequire no arguments ; the remainder we
presumo alo to be true, but we shail be
open o conviction, in relation to all that
may bo bronght agamst theol

We shall have much mors to say on a
fitura nccusion on all these propositiony, o8
well a3 on the right of members of Churches
to take part in tho management of them, and
on the advantagey in general, of lay repre-
sontation, We invite the attention of the
members of the Wesleyan Methodist Church
to these prupositions, and doubt not that o
majonity of them will be of eur epinion, that
the only remedy for the abuses we have
pointed vut, is Lay-Representation 1—

1. That the Conferenca of tha Wexeyan Methodut
Chorch in Canada, hav asanned the power o govern
e Chneh, in al) matters, epntnal and secular.

2, That this power originaled seh Methadiam,
nnder ne revered Founder, the Rev. Juln Wesey,
wiio never sbused aty and that it s peculiar to
Methodasm as & privats rehgions Soctety.

3 That in eonwequones of the abavo pccnliumy.‘
tho exercisy of such powet in England does not vio.
Inte tnmdisaduul nights,

4. Tint the Wealeyan Muothodist Chureh in Canada
mnot 3 private Socety , bat a Church founded on
the prinewples of prave Chinstiansty, and the Word
al' God.

6. That while the Methodit E
o Umted  States, and the Wedeyan Methodiat
Church und the original Methodist budy ditfer
ninny thinze, onn of them i no lew properly and
eficiently a Methodist bady than the other.

U, "t the ongioal Methodist body in England,
way, lrom its ongin, ditunguhhed A% recoIving no
support from the State, and for toral abstaence from
all imterference w the polities of'the day.

7. Thatthe Canference of the Wesleyan Methodia
Clmreh haa recened money from the Government tor
its support as a Canreh, 1 addihon to support for is
Misomiry operalions, and avows an opinion of thy
propriety of doing so.

8. ‘I'bat the official organ of the Canference, the
¢ Chrictian Guandian** has interfered i the political
cuntraversies of the day, aimost {rom ity comnence
went in 1830

lmcnpn\ Church in

16. That the members of the Charch are bath able
and willing to support all theinstitutiond of Methodism
withant Government aul. .

17. That thn Chridian Guardian doea not represent
the spivibne of the members vl the Wesleysn Metho-
dist Charch, 1 relation 0 the hatters of the prece.
ding propositions

14 Thatthe Rov, Foerton Rverson hos bety hired
to dotienmd Sir Charlex Metedlle's poliical condut,
with a view of influencing the votes of tha members
of the Weslevan Methodist Church i amd has been
warded with a public office with a walary of £375
peramum | i enahled tn go to Eutope ntthe expence
vither of the Governwent ot Bir Clartes Metealls,
having the prospect of an increased grant of money
for Victana L‘nllvuﬁ.

19, ‘I'hatthe Conferencn hes identified itsclf with
the condnrt of Me., Ryrrson.

20 *Lhat the uncontrnllable power panmed by the
leadors of the Confierence, in placing themaelves, vs
Churmen, over thesr Reethrens in appropriating,
towardy their salaries large snms nut of the Misdonary
Funds; ond in eontralling the Chapel Property, nre
sufticeent to excito the distrast of the whole Con.
nexion ; and fear. tha, whilst Dr Rveraon i at their
head, they may depart from Methodit doctrine and
dixeiplinte whenever they may think propor.

The above propositions, some immediately

beginning of the Chrixtrian Religion. They
sce the whole country excited, a3 to the con-
duct of one of theit budy—they sce him
iicld up as © the hircling and apostate Priest”
They see him throw him-cH with unhallowed
fury into the angry political turmoil.  They
see him rewarded, oud share in the roward.
The managers of the * Wesleyan Methodist™
see no remedy for this, but a lay-represen-
tation, aud that not with the shject of ruling
the Clergy, but of being placed in a position
to prevent the ruin of the Church.

!

‘These considerations and deductions only
shotw the abuse of power, and the nocessity
for preventing it m future, but from the same
fpmpnsitinns may be inferred the right of the
members of the Church to interfero inits
management,” Also on grounds of love to
religion, which they possess as well as mi-

and seme more remotely connected with the iniswrs, and of regard for their familier, and
subject of Lay-Representation, we shall [fur postetity in general j though they are nop
enter upon, and endeavour to prove, from ;Sﬂbig(ﬂ(‘d us ta think their own denomination
time to time, as we have space, or are called better in all respects thanothers; it is at Jeast
upon to do. Most h“ppy should we be if , vne branch of the Cllurcls, \\‘hich thcy would
we could reduce the number and magnitude , be the Jast to see injured—one star in the
of the charges sceming to lic against the spiritual Heavens which they would be the
Conference, und calling for the interference ‘la‘dt to see fallt being cqually interested with
of every well-wisher to Methodism to aid in jthe Preachers, they have equally a right to

9. 'Inat tho Rav. Egerton R{cnon has been modt
prommently engaged in pohitieal controvensy, as Eduor
of the Guardian; and a4 u muwster of the Church,
has watten on both mdes of the  vanons cune
toveraes that have ansen, and mode parnzans on
both sides ulternately s that he Fas been the principal
agant in all negotitions with the Goverpment to
obtun woney for the Charch, and the prncpal
medicm of connecuon, wherehy the Colonial Ofhce
and the Goverment hive exercised political influence
on thy Members of the Wesleyan Methodist Church.
Ha has alvo Deen consdered the leader of the few
that hava ruled the Conterence alinost from its existence.

10, That for {mhuml purprece, by the wflnence
chiefly of Mr. Kvoerson, and without consulung the
raembuns of the Charch, the followwg changes have
taken plarei—4 dissoluuon ef connectivn between
the Methodiat Episcopal Ghurch of the United States
and the Canadiny  Minsters thereof, and a umen
batweon the latter and the Briwh Conlerence, aud a
dissalution of the same,

11. That the<e umons and separations have baen
detumental to religion, and have inflicted 1uury vn
saany persous who would have otherwise conunued
umted

12 That on the diseolakon of the Iatter union the
ustsl Government allowances in aid_of misuonary
wadertadhinzy remained unprid, and sill reman
sapaid, tier tathe Wesleyan Mcthodiat Chnreh, or
to the Arenty of the Brtish Conference.  “This sum,
£33 wrerhing per anaum, duae sinea 1810, tx how
abont £ 1 enrrency, and s kept i abeysnce for
the purty who can contrbute most political 1ufleence
to the Gavernnivnt.

13 Taatin addbition 10 the Missionary money for
which e Confer neo depend on the Government,
they yeren s £30) per annnm for Victorin College,
and am xechny mrore, as wWell as a portion of the
Clergy Rewerson

14 Tl the membsrs of the Chureh wero con-
saltad, th.y wonld prefer ta rnonnes e above, and
all at'h r doxmpntiang of Soverument aud  tutber than
rodaner tlie eificeany of the Mimstry.

16, Tl every derzpiplon of Governmont awd, by
Money o palusagn dalroys the efficioncy of the
Ministrv:  tadt seehing support partly from e
Govenaray, and panly from the membens of Ui
Chareh, er.hfusthe Com nf the ministry on both-

putting a stop to such abuses,

These propositions form tho basis of our
argument in favour of Lay-Representation.
Ifthey are proved, it willbeevidentthe leaders
of the Conferenca of the Wesleyan Methodist
Churchare no lunger entitledto the confidence
of the people. It is well known the leaders
ofthe Conference have resisted oneofficial ap-
plication from the membeis on the subject of
Mr. Ryerson's public interference in politi-
cal controversy ; that they close the columns
of the Christian Guardian to appeals both
trom preachers and members on the subject,
nat aceording with the views of the small
governing party iu the Conference, and that
they both write sud lubour for state support,
and to reaiprocate with political influence.
‘They do this in the prospect of a prosper-
ous age of the Church, which specially re-
quires an entire renunciation of state sup-
port, and a complete separation of the clergy
from all political matters, as to publid inter-
ference :m them—azt time when other
Churches muke it their trae glory to depend
atoNe on the Head of the Church, for all
spiritual help—and on themselves, for all
temporal necessities.  Let it not be thought,
that while the spirit breathes those cheering
words to the Church in the present day.
Awake! Awake! put on thy strength O
Siun, put on thy beautiful garments QO Jeru-
sulem, that 1t could be said to the once pure
aud faithful Methodist ministry.  Come down
and sit in the dust, O Virgin daughter of
Babylon!

They are burdenced with « load of the se-
cular affairs of the Church, busied from day
10 day, in cringing to government for money,
and offer the voies of their members in re-
turn.  They forget that they could be relieved
of a great amaunt of sccular lubour which is
aveessary to be dveae by diidiog it, and the
responsibility also with the leading official
members, by sdmitting lhem to the frsl
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aud 1adizpowes the people to contnbule as rauch ar is

~ I R AT AT T - in sty

assist in the government of the Church.

We have now proved the abuses of power
on the part of the Conference.

We have proved hitherto, their refusal to
regard the opinions of the members of the
Church.

We have proved that there have been de.
partures fromoriginal Methodism, whichhave
been necessary, justifisble, and resulting in
great good without violating any of the essen-
tinl principles ot Methedizm, and we demand
now, either or all of the following things i~—A
declaration from the Couference, that hence-
forth the Church shall refuse government aid,
whether invelationto Victoria College, to mis-
sionary opetations,—or the Clergy Reserves,
that it chould rely only on the people. That
henceforth no minister shall enter ifito public
controversy on the party politics of the day.

That no member of the Conference shall
hold any situation of private emolument un-
der the Government, and temein & member
of the Conference.

That the Christian Guardian, shall not be
a vehicle for party politics in any degree,
that it shall not interfere either editorially or
indirectly, by the contents of its pages.

That the mode of scttlement of the Chapels
agreeable to the pattern given in the disci-
pline, shall not be altered.

Should the Conference decline immediate
assunt to all ar any of these demands, we de-
mand to see a rational defence, such as may
satisfy those who are at present alarmed, to
show if possible, that it is not necessary at
present to make an alteration in the Cansti-
‘tution of the Church, by introducing the
 principlo of lay-representution,

If these demands are  complied with, it is
probable that the confidence of the members
of the Church may be restored, and become
permancnt.  If they are denfed, the whole
Church and the Province too, will receivo

such a refuss), o8 the most unequivocal ad-
wiroatem al tha r\‘!qm H
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