
Hi y i323

Philosophy to bear çn practice lie had the proud distinction of
fitrt raisng it to the dignity of a Science. But Hippocrates did

mole than ait h predec«ors and co-temporaries put together te
advance the srience. le wa. the ftrt ta reduce diblocations and
fractureb-he used the actual cauery and zooxa-he uscd, and pro.
bably invented, obstutric forceps ; and performed miany of the capi.
tai operattins. ie perfonrd paraentesi, hlab g detected the
prc tite of the tluid by percussion and auscultatio)n. thus antictpatng
the discovery of the Stethoscope by Licnnec. Yet amid mut

t
h trath

there was iuch ceror-a ray of intense liglit had penetrated te
Cimicrian gloo- the irkncs tas not dilpeied.

At this timte the study of Anatomy, bl disection was pro-
hibited. Te touch a dcad body was consi'dered profanaton, bloti

by Jew and Greek, and it is probable that aIl the knowledge of
Anatomy which the Surgeons of that day had, %ias derived froin the
Egy ptians, io practiced the art of etblciming. Its, therefore, a
matter of conder, not that they know se little, but that tite>y kto se
much.

For several hundred years afier the time of Hippocrates, littie
progre» iwas made, although Prasagoras, Plato and Anstotle added
soeuhat te thte general stock of knoledge, but ign:>rance and
superstttton still stood in the wray of a decided fanard movement.

After the death of Alexander the Great, however, P'tolemiy
oter, who reigned B.C. 30, a tmore entightened, atlast a more

liberal monarch than any of lis predece .ot, brok-e through popular
prejudice, and penitted the examtoation of the d,.ad hunan body,
ard under his p)owerful patronage and p)rotecton, Hlerlopttlîs and
Erasîrattus, th two great heads of lte Alexatdrian chool, ftirst
practîîsd dissection, and thus had the high honor of maoguratîttg the
only tmode of instneon by owhich an accutate anatocîtal or
Physiological k-nowledge can be obtaintcd As miglt baie been
rxpected, rapid progress cas now iade There was one great faut,
however; the surgery of their time cas ntnecessanly bold, as thoîe
dîstinguished men did et heitate to I, osp thte ,ibdomnat cavity,
and teake direct applcations te tte liver and spken-a cour>c of
tt ntuitr that modern sirgeons would ttardly like te adopt, or
Patients submit te, een cith ithe lethal aid of clioroforra. Oe of

the pupits of the Alexandrian school was the first te arrest hem-
Silhage by the application of a ligature , thi le did, however, not


