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Philosophy to bear on practice he had the proud distinction of
fiest raiang it to the dignity of a Science.  But Hippocrates did
saore than alt his predeces<ors and co-temporanies put together to
adwance the science.  He was the finst to reduce dislocations and
fractures—he used the actual cautery and moxa—he wsed, and pro-
bably invented, obstutric forceps ; and performed many of the capie
tal operatons.  Jle performed paracentesis, hating detected the
presence of the fluid by percussion and auscultation, thus anticpating
the dhscovery of the Stethoscope by Lieanec.  Yet amid much trath
there was much crror—a ray of intense light had penctrated the
Cimmerian gloom-—the athness was not dispeiled.

At this time the stady of Anatomy, by dissection was pro-
hibited. To touch a dead body was considered profanation, both
by Jew and Greek, and it is probable that ali the knowledye of
Anatomy which the Surgeons of that day had, was derived from the
Egyptians, who practiced the art of embalming. It w5, therefore, a
matter of wonder, not that they know so little, but that they hnow so
much.

For several hundred years after the time of Hippoentes, little
Prozress was made, although Praxagoras, Plato and Anstothe added
somenhat to the general stock of knowledge, but ignorance and
superstitton still stood in the way of a decided forward movement.

After the death of Alexander the Great, however, Prolemy
Sater, who reigned B.C. 300, a more enlightencd, at least & mose
tiberal monarch than any of his predece sors, broke through popular
Prjudice, and penmitted the cxannnation of the dead human bedy,
ard under his powerful patronage and protection, Herophulus and
Eraststratus, the two great heads of the Alesandrian school, first
practsed dissection, and thus had the high honor of wanguratng the
only mode of instniction by which an aciurate anatonucal or
physiological knowledge can be obtained  As might hase been
expected, mpid progress was now nude  There was one great fault,
Bowever; the surgery of their time was unnccessanly bold, as those
distinguished men did not hesitate 0 Ly opa the cbdomnat cavity,
and wake dwect apphications to the liver and spleen—a course of
tetment that modera surgeons would hardly hke to adopt, or
Patients submit to, erven with the lethal aud of chiloroform.  Qae of
ke pupils of the Alexandrian school was the first to arrest hem-
omhage by the application of a ligature, this he did, however, not




