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i')t tocheck th ess of the diease, the question of operaion co Mes
p until the present tie operative measuresve e been 'de'en

essor1 and have been carried out only after the disease has advance< to
ttheu an( t joint ias een restmyed The ob*t of

oþeration s h beretofor been thesaving of lif or limb ard two foris
proce ure have en in vogue for some year, known espectively as

restio and er or rtbrtot Ir the esso o have sen
several examuples od eai oa ration.

Nw i venture to suggest that wedo nlot make suflicient use o
operativ'e measures in tubercubir arthris 1 do not think that operation
should be leled, n such cas'e, until it bcomnes compulsory to resort to
it in order to save the limb or the life of tei patient. In my opinion it
is unwise to defer operation until the, tbird stage of the disease has
been reached and the case is plainly no longer aienable to treatment by
rest and general measures. i fel strongly inclinued to advocate a doctrine
which I an sure will suon becomne establislied-that operation should ,bc
undertaken early and as a curative inteasure. The rnost effective rnethod
of treatnent of tuberculosis is to rernove the affected tissue or tissues,
should the disease be situated in a position where it can be reached, and
this reinoval should be undertaken just as soon as the condition is made
out. The more promptly operative me dans are adopted, the more.satis-
factory will flie resuilt be.

But, you will sav, this theory advocates a treatmnent which involves
danger, witliout giving less radical means a trial. I grant you that
operation is not altogether devoid of risk. We have been accustorned to
consider three danrers in connection witl surgical operation-shock
laumorrhage and sepsis, but of these shîock is the only one which is not
well under control in the present day. And this is not likely to be of
mnuch Imoment when the patient is in fair condition, as is usualiv the case
early in the disease before the cartilage and the bone have becorne
involved. So the dangers of operation have become reduced almnost to a
minimum, wbile at the saine time our methods have so improved as to
alnost assure success.

I bave here three boys who have undergone operation for tubercular
arthritis of the kçnee, and I wish you to notice the differences in the
results attained. In two cases the disease was well advanced, and opera-
tion was necessary to save 1lmb and life. The results might well be
styled good, but nevertheless the lirb ià each case is a comparatively

poor affair, and will never be as useful as we woufld wish. They make a


