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(From the Chicago Specimen. )
THE OVERLAY.

"\fe are satisfied, that however true it may be,
s regards the better class of machine press
work, that too much overlaying is done, the
ine cannot be said regarding the work done on
hand presses and some of the cheaper power
resses. A thoroughly skilled pressman would
amgh at us for trying to tell him how to pro-
paly overlay 2 job. We admit that there are
any refinements of this art of which we know
ery little, except that they enable the pressman
0 produce the most striking effects, especially
upop illustrated work. But there are many
who are compelled to enter the field of compe-
tion with but indifferent implements and appli-
ances, These frequently suffer on account of a
Hck of that knowledge which is essential to
make up for what they lack in the other direc-
tion,

To them, suggestions in regard to the manner

of ov verlaying would be valuable, either for the
purpose of putting them in possession of a new
désice, or of recalling some half-forgotten
knowledge upon the subject.  For the benefit of
sichwe offer the following :
Ish—For the purpose of overlaying, tain ma-
tilla paper is the best, except where you have
dtasingle patch to make for a cut, which re-
,:g;\'cw strong additional pressure.

2d.—In marking your sheets for the overlays,
regard only the white side, in order to note the
different shades of pressure on different portions
of the form. The white streaks on the printed
side may not always indicate light impression.

3d.—In cutting out your overlays, use a sharp
knife, so that the paper may be cut clean, and
have no ragged edges.

4th.—Do not try to prepare your patched
sheet on the tympan, or by doctoring it in small
doses. Endeavor to make one job of it, as this
will be a great saving of time. By spreading
your sheet on the table and putting on your
patches, you will be enabled to perform the
work more rapidly and satisfactorily.

sth.—Be careful to use clean, smooth paste,
without lumps, and to have the edges of each
patch securely pasted down.

6th.—1)o mot’ resort to oveilaying until your
blanket has heen thoroughly rubbed, and you
are satisfied that the inequalities of the impres-
sion are not to be rectified by the use of the
wrench.

7th.—Where the portion of the forin which is
too low consists of a stereotype plate, ora large
cut, and the plate or cut is of uniform height
throughout, ‘it would be better to correct the
evil, as far as possible, in the first instance, by
underlaying until it is type-high.

8th.-—Before patching your sheet it would be
well to see to it that your ink and inking appa-
ratus are in perfect order, and that the ink has
been evenly distributed over the form, so that
you may be able to cancel all probabilities of
other defects besides those of impressions.

oth.-—In taking the initiatory impression by*
which you are to judge of the impression, be
zery careful that the sheet is placed evenly on
the guides, that you may be enabled to return it
to precisely the same position,

10th.-~Place your overlays on the white side
of the sheet, and then, when it is restored to its
original position and you are satisfied with the
impression, paste it at the c(lgcs, and then tell
the roller-bhoy to tighten his belt and prepare

for trouble.




