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very obscure thoughi not altogether wanting, and it; is-chiefly remrrk-
able, as forrning the base of the system, and as occupying theï entire
nrea between the foot of the Biope of' the Meuntain and the laite
shore f'or the whole distance from the Niag-ara iRiver te Oakviile.

The second stratum is a bed eof very liard iiht grey quartzose
sandstone, inarked frequentiy %vith. ferrugineus spots, but forming an
excellent building mnaterial, and quarried extensiveiy at; Lewiston,
Hlamilton, Dundas and'other places. This bed is about fifteeu feet
thick at Qucenston, and contains the remains eof fuci or sea weeds. 1
bave alse observed it te be distinctly ripple-marked in sorne localities.
Above this for a thickness of' about sixty feet occ&< alternate layers of
red shale or mari, similar te No. 1, aad eof sandstone or limestone,
the former principaiiy near the top eof the formation. The lbarder
rocks here are particuiarly ich in organic remains, seme in a
l.eautiful state of preservation, and ail remarkably characteristie of the
geological epocli te wvhich these formations belong, consisting eof
.corais, braehiopods et' varions species, tentaculites, encrinites and
'trilobites. 0f t'le trilobites, a rexnarkabie crustacean genus strikingly
echaracteristic of the Silurian. system ail over the worid, 1 have only
dctected a few fragments, but they are sufficiently unequivocal.

Next iu succession is a grey and niettledl sandatone about fifteen
f'eet thicli, forming the upper inember ot' what is called by the New
York State Geohigists the Medina Sandstone group. Bacrinites,
,corals anid broken sheils prevail in great abundance at the top. Over-
âying this 'bed is a band eof light green shale five feet thick, turning
into day on.,exposure te the atmiosphere. This stratumn forais the
1-ower maember of thre Clinton group eof New Yor k, and is remarkable
as being, traccable for vast distances cast and west; ia prccisely the
*anie relative position, and etf identical mninerai character. Next in
'order oceurs a comipact bcd ef light grey, very hard limestone, about
sixteen feet in thickncss, copiousiy charged, throughout its entire
mass, but clriefly towards the top with the bivalve shell .Pentaneriz8
(a genus aise found extensivQly in a eorrespendiug pesitioa in the
Silurian systenis et' England and Ifussia) as aise with a few species et'
Atrypa, a remarkable coral callcd Favosites gotlandieus, &e.
This bed t'orms the upper memiber et' thre Clinten group, and whcrever
it is found is an exeeedingiy liandsome and durable stene for building,
purposes. Owing te its hardness it forus a distinct cscarpment
wherever exposed for any lcngth et' time te the weather. Then


