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stan£§_glld typesetting machines, a standard uniform seale for the bodies of our types, a
lineg o uniform thread on our bolts and pipes, ete. For producers in any of these

show no(ixlfregard public convenience and adopt diverse standards of their own would
doeg the Ore narrowness or greater mdlt‘feyence to the interest of their fellow men than
Viee, o present practice of different publishers following each his own whim and de-
the | Ooml)lex and unscientifie as these systems all are, in indicating pronunciation in
Darticulafl he [JI‘O(luces:, " In a matter of s'nch importance and convenience to us all,
adopteg .?’.to our children in school, is it not high time that uniformity should be

as it has been in more material ficlds?

“.

nivegsﬁ) fessor G'eOI‘ge_Hempl, of Leland Stanford University, formerly of Michigan
¥, one of the foremost linguistic scholars and dictionary-workers of the world,

Y cog
.Y SOgently put the case thus some years ago;

‘

Iii(t)(ifl‘chgrs and other adult users of dictionaries find this process (of ‘interprcting
Mygy, $ diaerities used in different works of reference) beset with difficulty, what
the troubiJ to the children in our schools? How serious this matter is and how real
Men wh,, €, one may estimate when he learns that practical dictionary workers, the
to knoy LT}rlak(? dictionaries and are daily employed upon them, and yv}xo are supposed
Confyg; te different, systems thoroly, constantly find themselves misinterpreting and

ng the signs employed.

i3

P i | |
rofessor Calvin Thomas of Columbia University thus stated the situation;

E‘eqis\geun@ed, the world needs, now, without further waiting, an adequate, simple,
ngua’e.namblguous, and generally aceepted notation for the sounds of the Iinglish
i Yoy o a notation that we can tesch to the young in school, thereby training their
mtEHigegans and leading them to pronounce the language more accurately and more
th ges, ang ;tﬁ' nOtatign that ‘will'at the same time facilitatg our }earning of fm_'eign lan-
2 e g Ucateq e learning of English by foreigners; a notation, finally, that will enable
Worq i adult to consult whatever good dietionary comes to hand and find out how
‘ Pronounced without referring to a special and peculiar “key to pronunciation.”’
{
In .
-;gul)atol‘ss(xi‘ir ing the adoption of such a uniform key the demand and influence of the
®Sent, Vexati be greatest force. The publishers will heed their call. Without it our
“He ations diversity will continue.
pharoush?ce }thfé value of your aid and the liberty we take of soliciting it at this time
sheq 8 the interest of teachers and of informing them as to what has been accom-
) 413 now proposed.
¢
T . ,
gfl Whicl}:e:\?i 118 another and distinetly educational phase of this subject, the discussion
T th, ecid now be pertinent. Since Dr. William T. Harris’s notable 1876 report
i v tr.‘)Ve by fd superiority of the phonetic method of teaching beginners to read as
od 1 m.d rial of ten years in the primary schools of St. Louis, this method has been
%d-. he ‘;;‘0}’ others, and has invariably demonstrated its superiority, so far as repor-
of f:ts Merify ‘l‘t obstacle which has prevented this method from becoming established
g rst, Secon, ilifs bcel} the want of a simple, duly authorized phonetic alphabet, and
indaCCepta e( t‘md third readers printed in it. 1f the alphabet here gubmitted proves
alpgce the Dub(l)' t}?e educators of the country as is hoped, it will e easy for them to
1 bgokabet ang t}lls ers of their favorite readers to reprint their primary books in this
Al 8 Woylq b Us render this method practicable. The reprinting of such small
S Btany € a comparatively small expense. 'The new types are now available in
1Ze and at the regular price.

_ threeTl;les Key Alphabet, as it has been named, was orig'ina_ted thirty
atig.. IS ago by the American Philological Association. The
ing g ducation Association of the United States has been
angy 1 lead lately in securing the adhesion of the Modern
Wster, 8¢ Association as well as its own constituency to a definite
th&t it ; T'o those who may criticize it lightly, it may be said
time of Is the final result of innumerable discussions during the
a generation in which at some stage or other, the leading
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