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In future 1 shial alIvaý*s endeavour to provide that of sehool houses, the aini should flot be to ereet costlythe teachers, both maie and female, who, in each district architectural structures, but buildings which, while notof inspection, shall best carry out the officiai programme unattractive in aspect and conforming to the relquire-or instruction, and~ whose schools shial be reported to ments of hygiene, should flot entail on the scholastit,bi> the best conducted, shall also receive some testimiony revenues too burdiensome charges. The desire is, wvhi1eof the just appreciation of the authorities. Suich encou- considering the pockets of the parents, to keep in vieWVragement is no more titan is due to the zeal of indivi- the dlaims of the hiealth of the scholars. A schooi housedual teachers, and I hope that the honorable distinctions sufficiently attractive in appearance need flot necessarilytlîat mav thus be conferred by the Department of Public cost more than an u gly one ; between beauty andliistruction Nvill operate in imnpelling the Boards of ugliness, in the matter of school architecture, the ques-School Coîïimissioners and Trustees to increase the tion is flot s0 much one of dollars and cents as of propor-rein n nieïat ion of rneritorious instructors. tion and design.*
The schooi bouse should be the most elegant andLIIIRlA RIES. most attractive building in a municipality. Il If you caîl

possibly possess " says M. Cousin Il a structure in a,rhlo ltli section of chap. 15) Conisol. Statut. L. C., district, situated in a spot more agreable than others,atihorizes tlie foundation. of Il Parislh aud Township better buiit, better protected from cold, more pleasant il'Libraries." Unfortunately this provision of the law lias aspect, better adapted than others to exert a saiutaryj)iîoducred very limited results, and it is with a view to influence on the minds and hearts of those who occupYa better state of thingys that it hias been thought -%ell to it, it should be the schooi bouse." It is there that yourreplace that Statute by Sect. 'ai Vict. 40. chap. 22, 187é6. children pass the greaber portion of each day ; theirIt is not only the parishies and townsb'ips wliicb, in sojourn there ought to be rendered agreeable.' Study,future, may establish such libraries, but the cities,' at their time of life, is more or less a painf'iil effort ; wetowns and villages have the same facilities extended to should therefore know how to render the house of s'tudythein. Moreover, for this object, every municilality as attractive as possible. Let us be carefuil flot to makelias the righit to pledge a portion of its revenues, or to the children disgusted îvibh their surroundings, as theil'issue debientures. tîndet' the autlîority of the Superin future well being may thus be injuriously afl'ected.tendent, for a surn proportional to its income from Trhe aliowance of interior spa e should flot be less tlîaflschool rates, redeemable in. l0, -15 or 20 years. It is fine square fe-t of floor and 100 cubic feet of respirableunecessarv for me to say that I will do ail inin y powver air; but in the case of many existing school-hou ses àlto aid in tÏhe founidation. of these libraries, and I cannot si ngle small apartrnent is assigned for the use of 40, 50,too urgently recommend youi to exert y-ourselves in 60. or even 70 scholars. How cani these be expected tOthis behiaif witliout delay ; for it is only truc that your feel comfortable and plcased when thus packed togethiel'clîildren do flot derive.advantagce enouîgh from titeir and breabhing a vitiated abmosphere ? They are n0tinstruction in dhe Elemenbary Schools. Such instruction tbemselves conscious of being exposed daily to coîîtractvoit are mware, lias foir its object to fit them to study, to fevers and mortal disease, but the constraint whiciî t1ieltearn, to acquire knou'ledge for themnselves, and to be usefui cannot fail to experience is sufficient to make theiliin w hateî er position in lîfe tbey may afterwards citoose. constantiy longy for their return to the paternal roof.But whiat is the facb ? No sooner have they left school Mark what is "stated by Mr. luspector Fontaine :I1itlîan they too frequently forget w-bat they liav-e learned, "general, they (the sCitool biouses) are too small, badlYand but, for the practice of reading therpae ols cntutdadcl iwne ;hl teso,at curei thy wuld venforget bow to read. To " ouse ought to be one of the prebtiest and mosb comfor-îî'hat are we to attribube tbis state of tbings if not "table buildings in the district, it is often, nay almost
mnainly to the ivant of books in the country parts ? A "aiways, the one wbich most ofl'ends the view. Tt isw-cil selected library, consisting of moral, instructive, only necessary to remain inside of it during a feiv'interesting books, w'ould prevent sncb a deplorable h ours in winter to convince one that i tis Loo cold and]i esuilt. People would acquire te habit of reading and "scarcely habitable. No wonder blien, that the childreflstuvn on1(1V iftescio andi whatd advanLages feel dispose to shirki going to scîîool.,'iiiglît not te agriculturai class, in particîîlar, derive ltblbas become absolutely 'necessary to put an end 10from a iveil selected collection of bookis treating of such a state of things. Every scho lbouse should beAgriculture, gardening, &c. ? As to the management lofty, airy, well ligbtcd, at a suitable distance from [lieand inspectioni of these hibraries, biecuclo-ulcbgîay, and buiît on a site of itot lcss than. baîf ai'Instruction ivili make regulations whichi ii have the acre in extent, iii order that the outside aecommodatiolisfoirce of lau' alter baving been puhlished iii tlhe Journal may be adequabe. It should contain at least tiio apart-of Kdcîo.ments for the scbiolars, one for the youngei' and thte

other for tbe more advanced. A portion of the buildingTHE CONSTRUCTION OF SCi-oor. lIOT:SES. rnight be assigned for the occupation of bbc (cacher auJd
bis family ; and this should include four or five ap-aî'trThe 7th subsection. of sec t. 64 chap. 15 Statut Consol, 1ments, for ib is oniy decent that uve should provide goo4L. C. and the 4th section of Victor. 31 chap. 2-?. are lodgings for te person vhîo, îîext to bue min ister Ofrepealed and replaced by anot ler statiute wh ich you will God, labours most for the uvelfare of the people amidstfind in sect. 64, chap. 15, in its proper place. Y7ou wîi wbom he is employed.observe that te law does not noîv give you the same It w-ould be weil, wbiencî-er lou decide upon buildiflglatitude as formerly iin respect of the construction of a school bouse, Io apply Io Superintendent for a a0schooi bouises ; in future you are requircd to submit for inbimating at the same time of îvbat dimensions yoU'approi'al of bte Superintendent te plans and specifica- desire it to be and wbab amouint of money yoti intend bOtions for sucit buildings, or to adopt those which shall devote bo the object ; or, wbichi woulId be preferable ,tlObe furnished by bîm on demand. migbt tr'ansmit your oivii plans to thie Sttperiiitenidentt wihYou. can readily credit thtat bte promoters of titis law, uvill consider if tbey respond to bthe intention of te la".had no intention to impose on the municipalities a too Iu every sncb case 1 wotuld always regard it as a dLitYhcavy hnrden ; the ohJee.t ivas, thaI, in bte constiction to second your zealoîts en(leaioui's. T[le giêneral r'eg"'
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