
ziCHRIISTIAN SOLITiUDE.

Mali, may tîîrn their face to the wsîli solitude. In this age Nvlîeii books are
and pray. Of ail plaves in a dwNelling, .so miuliplied, it ks prudent to select thu
none is regarded îvith such interest by best, ani to be guided in this, not by the
stîrviving f'riends, as- the spot %vîtere the arts of the interested, or by the praise-S of'
pionîs niet withi God. Neyer dIo they the faneiftul, but hy tiic opinion of the
draw that curtain, or open that closet sober-minded. There is one book whieli
<loor, but a kneeling lparenit rises to their should have our chief attention in sueh
view. scenes, and whiehi daims our unlimited

But whiat; arc the exereises of pious confidence and perpettual delighit. Read.
retircnicnt? The contemplation of tic ing the Bible in Uic morning, wvill fit us
works of nature is a deliglîtfül employ- for the varions scenes of tic <lay, by its
ment for a solitary hour. If it ks in thec counsels, its warnings, its consolation,;.
morning that ive are alone, the freshiness Often (Io we find by what ccurs during
of the air, the beauty of the dawn, the the dýay, that the portion read in tbe
chieering voice of the birds, and ail na- nîorning ivas a word in scason. And in
turc starting into aetivity and gladness, tie evening, ive should peruse it by our-
oxhibit to us the care of that paternal selves also. If' wc are thus employed
providence, which, by the regular suc- before we retire to rcst, our thotiglits
cession of darkness and repose, and will be occupied with the things of God,
liglît and industry, preserves the facul- while we slumber. Sueli appears to
tics, and the pleasîîrcs of exertion, and have been the impression produccd by
couints not the liumblcst plants, nor the the perusal of the small part of the word
most solitary seene, unworthy of its re- existing in his days on the mind of Da-
viving influence. If, like Isaac, -%e go vid before lie retircd tu rest, that lie felt
out te the field at the evening tide, wc himself constrained to risc at midniglit
behiold in the glory of the sctting sun, to give thanks unto God becauise of bis
the varions tints of the western sky, and righItcouis.judgments.
the placid smilc of Uic face of nature, Meditation is another exercise for pi-
tic milder featurcs of the chiaracter of ous solitude. Oh, how love I thy laNr,
Jehovali. The moon walking in lier it is my meditation ail the day! Sncb
briglitness, and Uic stars whichi sparklc was the exercise of the Psalnîist; an(],
in Uic firmament above us, proclaimi the it appears that in bis busiest btrs,
niajesty of the C'reator, and the insig- tlioughts on divine subjeets arose in his
nificance of man. The eiglîth Psalm mmnd, and were always wclcome tiiere.
wýas probably composed whilc David was But it is in retirement that we ean view
surveying the firmament by niglit: and them more steadily and fuIly. In the
thec genius o? poetry, and the spirit of morning, let us meditate on the day-
(levotion, breathe in evcry line. What spring fromi on liigli, and the blessing it
a contrast do the simplicîty andi beauty lias broiîglit to us ; on the means of dL-
of the Psalmist's strains present to the in- good during the day, that ive may
pomp anid labour of other descriptions improve them; on the dificulties we
of the same objeets. It was not lus de- have to pass through, that we may wyaik
sign to display bis ovin talent, or to surely; andI on the duties demanded of
gratif'y a curions fancy, by revelations us, that none of thcm may be omitted,
o? other systems, but te teach tue les- or donc carelessly. How many are tue
sons of gratitidc and dependance to man. affecting tiiouglîts o? Jeliovah's care of
During the nighît watchcs, the hîowling us during the dark and defeneeless period
o? the winds, tue descent o? the ramn, o? slumber, whviceh the morning suggcsts
and tue raging of tl-e storm, reminds us and calis us te, ponder. Let tiiese be
o? the terrors of the Lord, shew us lîow clierislied and ?ollowed out into ail tie
grateful we should be for tlîe habitation returus wli they dlaim, and ail thie
that-siielters, and the bcd tlîat, comforts liopes tliey encourage. At the return
us, and awakening our pity for the un- of niglît, let ns meditate on the eonduct
shcltcred traveller, or the struggling of providence to us during the day tînat
scaman, raise te the Fatiier o? ail the is past. Has God ?uraislîed our table,
prayer, thiat lic wvouid preserve and supported us amidst the turmoil and toils
comort thîem. of busqiness, and prospercd us in tlie la-

Reading is anothcî' excî'cise for pions bonir o? our bands, blessed ils witli chieer-


