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as intended iiierely to fill up the tirne or to give a pleasing variety
to, the services. As a part of the service of the sanctuary, sacred
song lias, at least, a two-fold purpose : first, it is a natural and
beautiful expression of religlious feelingrs or affections; and, second,
it is fitted to awvaken or cali forth religious affections. It lias thus a
dual relation : on the one side to God3 as the worshippers celebrate
His character and works, express their gratitude, confess their sins.
or supplicate His blessing; and, on the othier side, to man-to thosc
assembled in the sanctuary, as it is fitted to kindie dcvotional feel-
ings in their liearts, produce deep spiritual impressions upon thern, or

strng>e an norge thçm in the Christian life. Proofs and
illustrations of the first-mentioned function need not be given.. As
to the second, a few wvords may be allowed (and out of a regard to
space limits hints only can be griven), as this is an aspect of the
subject which lias xîot always been recogniized. And yet mnust not
a truc conception of the purpose of sacred song. include its direct
relation to the ivorshippers themiselves? The teachings of
niany of the Psalms incontrovertibly establish this; and Paul's
utterances upon the subject confirin the sanie -view,.-a view wvhich
is likewise amply borne out by experience. e

In its relation to, the wvorsbippers, no small importance is to, bc
attached to, the fact that it is peculiarly calculated to produce decp
spiritual impressions. Trutli is sonietimes borne home to the hecart
rnost powerfully upon the wvings of song, which thus becomes one of
the great spiritual agencies in mnouiding life and character. lie
wvas 1a tvise and observant man xvho said, that if lic w'ere allowvcd to
makze the ball-ads of a nation lic cared flotw'ho made the laws.

.And hiow inucli is sacrcd song fittcd to give strcnigthi and eni-
couragement in the toil and battie of the Christian life ? Christ
sang a hymn wvith Mis disciples before lie ivent into Gethsemanc-
wvas it to encourage Mis soul for the agony and conflict thiere? Paul
and Sulas, as they lay ini prison, comfortcd thecir hicarts wvith songs
and strengthened tiieruselves for wvhat of trial aivaited theim.
Mdartin Lutlier, in those: seasuiis of despcndency wh.lichi came over

imii in Ihis great wvork, used to revive luis soul in the same wvay, and
cry, 1«Up, sing a song unto the Lord;' anid again and again wvould
lic sing thc xlvi.th Ps-alm, wvhich is so full of confidence iii God.
M\-any a soul worshipping ini God's biouse lias beeni strengthcnciid-.iid
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