
THE PRACTICAL WORTH 0F THE HIGIIER
CRITICAL TEACHING.

T HiE termn 'Hligher Criticism "-however inappropriate
maliy imay consider it-has obtained carrent recogni-

tion, and itis nlow fiairly definitely understood among Biblical
students w'hat teachingLs are included under this term. W"e
wish for the present briefly to, examine this set of teachings,
not as to their correctness or incorrectness, but as to their
Ivoi-Il., their practical worth in this world of r.teed. There is,
for m-auiy theories, a, nearer Nemesis than to follow ai11 the
tedious terns of their shifting argmetthogotits
to inqaire uinsparingly what is their worth ? What are the
resilts of these theories accomplishing for the everlasting
good of needy inan ? What is their effeot on the moral and
religious constitution of the world ?

Most Pf us, are sufficiently utilitarian to agree that if the
Higher Critical Teaching is of no practical worth it is a
veritable lparasite on the world and has no rightful cdaim to
recogrnitioni. If a drue has been found helpful to, some one
mnan it does not follow that it will be like helpful to ail mer.,
but if it lias been found debilitating to, ail wvho have yet
tak-en it, no additional label is required to cause it to be Ieft
aloiie. This is the test which we wish to apply to the

Zlihe CrtclTahn, and its most ardent friends wl
not objeot that such a triai is premature or unfair.

Observe, then, our inquiry is, What is the practical
worth of the Higlier Critical Teachiig ? We are not con-
ceriied at present to ask how iucli ink- has been spent in its
defence, or how many emninent scholars have devoted their
tinie to, it; but of what eternal worth have the teach-
ings of Higher Criticisrn been to, mauakind. We are not
asking whether it is the popular view in present-day Geririan
scholarship-])eisrn held that position in Englaud -and lu-
lidelity in France about two centuries a,,o, but that wvould


