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In England too the ad valorem principle 18, we think, more and
more acted upon in every change which is made in her tariff, from
which 1t 15 fair to conclude that 1 anust be found to work well
enough in practice.

But it must not be supposed that the specific duty system is
free from the faalts here admatted o be chargeable against the
ad valorem system.  Ou the contrary, we conmder it to be almost
as linble to abuse.  The weight of a commodity may be falsified
as well as its price.  The gioss weight may be falsified and so
may the fare, and perhaps it will not be going too far to suy that
deception is practised on the state in this way quite as often as in
any uthersWhat then is the remedy for this? It i siply that every-
thing shonld be weighed and 1ared by the Custom House, which
we believe is the course pursued witha great many articles, such
as teas, sugars, tobacco and such likey—putting merchints toa
areat deal of trouble, and the state to a great deal of expense.
Thus it is obvious that both systems have their inconvenienees,
and that so far as deteeting rogaery goes they are both equally
inconvenient and expensive, and hence some other reason than
giving facilitics to commit fiaud must be assigned for preferring
oue princivle to the other, far both are obyiously liable to abuse,
and attended with expense i the detection of it.

But, on the other hand, let us look at the two systems in another
point of view. Let uslook into the merchant’s counting-Louse and
observe how they work there.  ‘Pake, for instance, an importation of
spices, Under the system of duty which prevailed previously 1o
1815, spices of all kinds were adinttted at a stmple ad volorem duty,
but m revising the tarilf 2, that time, the very clever minister then
in power (save the inark!) thought proper 1o substitute for that
simple principle, 4 duty of 21. a pannd on cassia, 41 a pound on
nutmegs, a halfpenny a pound on pepper, and 3d. a pound on mace,
being, as neatly as we can make out, just about 20 per cent upon
the value of the respeetive articles.  Now if it was the intention to
put 20 per cent duty upon these articles, why was it not done fairly
and openiy ? there heing, us we have shown, no greater chance of
successfutly committing frand under the one system than under the
other. But look at the difference which this makes in the mer-
chant’s counting-honse. In the one case there are four different
calculations to he made s in the other, there is hut one! And when
we consider how valuable time is 10 2 merchant, and that he has to
furnist lus entiies in duplicate, (fo-merly he had to do so in tiipli-
cate,) and that all calcutations mnust underzo examination azain in
the Custom-house, thereby involving great delay, and that he has
sometimes to watt half a day for his tum at the Custom-house
counter—we say, when all these things are considered, it must
be ohvious and indisputable that instead of multiplying and com-
plicating  Custom-house business, cverything, on the coatrary,
ought to be dene to simplify and shorten it—and we trust that that
ohject will be kept in view by the Legislature when the question
of the Tarifi' is next brought before it,

Let us now review the importations under the ¢d valorem dutics.
But, beforehand, we may as well remark that we have not the force
of Parliamentary authonty for the importations previous to 1842,
altiough we believe that our fiztres may be relied upon as confi-
dently as if they had a Parliamentary sanction, having been taken
from the Custom-house baoks here and at Quebec by the source trom
which we obtain them. We may as well remark also that the im-
]*on:uions which we now refer to, represent those on which duties
have heen paid at the ports of Quaehec and Montreal alone. Why
this should be the case in the Parhamentary returns we ase unable
to conceave any satisfactory 1eason for 3 in fact, soincomprehensible
does it appear that we can only account for it on the suppesitinn that
it was an ovessizht.  No far as they go, however, the imporlations
by sea are useful, as they chow a steady progressive increase from
year to year, thus demanstrating that the mising of the duty from
2410 5 per cent ad volorera has not in the slightet degree affected
the cor .t ption of imported manufactures, or limited our commerce
w them,

The importations were as follows :—

Duty 2% per cent ad valorem.
183D, veere cereerneinn careereseaninssanaeene 1, 768311 8180
1840, . 1876360
I8 pivemnieniisinnisenonnciannnsocnnnsee 1,063,493

AVErage PCF ¥AT e ececenreesecssseseneer e £1,869,388 stg.
LDuty 5 per cent ad valorem.
381D, ceee vt ieereceeeceresseensens oo uenene£3,148,990 stg.

1843, ., 1,091,509
1844, .. . ‘e 2,355,716
2845, i eeeriniiciienaresienies ceeveieeens 5,903 2F8

ATCIAZE POT PO errrrranierssasaessuneess £ 2,018,483 stg.

Average impostations of the first period .. ..eeevee.. £1,869,3°8
OF the secend,evvenenis tetreseseisessorsassersaccsreesereee  U4S,183

Iacrease per year,. .. rerierrnenees seveees  £179,005
;)r rot fur frem 10 per centincreaze upon the average importations up to
32
We shall now review all the comparisons which we have made
fiom time o time, grouping them under two heads :—

First, Articles, the imporiation of which has increased.
Secondly, Auticles, the importation of which has fallen off,
Under the first head we class the following:
1839 1o 1641, 1843 to 1845, Increase.
Raw Sugar, average im-
POTLRLON e cvevanneevonne 1,453,216 105, 9,301.362 1ba. 1,848,116 1ba.
Teagpenne. . 921,936 145,104 923,168

Molasses,... 10.083 ewt, 25,041 ewt. 14,958 cwt
Salt,. ... 11,216 tons. 22819 ton3. 8,603 tone

Manufactures, &e. pn).':
ing ad velos e duties, £1,869,388 L£204R 483 £179,095
Tobacco, 1b3..ivvi rveies — 2,027,936 ILs. —
Coflee,  * ... “ - 681,402 —_
Under the seéond head we class the following:

1939 t0 1841, 1843 to 1845. Decrease.

Spirits, average importa-

tion, ... o 595,024 anls, 368,738 gals. 226,286 gals
Wines,. ccoee cernneresene 306,223 289,018 17,205
Refined Sugar, cveeeene 2,100,079 tha, 1 363,409 tbs. 731,670 lha.

As respects the arlieles under the latter head, it must be manifest
{o our readers that a change of duty is imperatively demanded. On
Wines and Loaf Suzar the duty must obviously be reduced, for no.
thing but the high duty can have operated to restrict the consump-
tion of these articles to the degree made apparent by onr tables,
The extent to which, in our opinion, this reduction should be car-
ried, we shall state hereafter. !

As to imported Spirits, it is clear that domestic whiskey is
saperseding them in the general consumption of the country, from
which it must be allowed ta follow that the duty is too high to
give them a fair chance of maintaining their ground against the do-
mestic article. ‘Two remedies then suggest themselves: one, to
increase the duty on domestic distitlations ; the other, to reduce the
duty on foreign spirits imported for consumption.  Of the two, it
must be almost needless to add, we incline strongly in favour of the
Iatter alternative.

We have now reviowed mostof the articles which we think
the fittest to raise revenue upon, and we shall accordingly, in our
future papers, address owrselves more particularly to another
branch of our subject, viz : the qaestion, what asticles our gene-
ral welfare and the encouragemeint of cummerce require to-be
admitted free of duly. .

Before closing the present article, however, we may atlude in~
cidently to the guestion of Canal Tolls. We are aware that manv
leadinz men i the (‘olon?' are of opimion that our Canals should
Be relicd upon, as soon as_they are complete, for a very large pro-
portion of our revenue. In this opinion we cannol entirely concur.
On the contrary, we think that in the oufset we should pliee little
or no reliance upon them for revenue.  Rustead of depending upon
them, we think, on the other hand, it should be our policy to re~
duce the tolls to such a dezree as to defy competition. Let
us,—as soon as the Lachine Camal is complete, which is now
the only bar to the employtment of luarge propellers and other craft
capabide of carrying three to four thousand barrels each upon our
inland waters,~reduce the tolls to a mere nominal scale § and
let us, by this means, and the cheap forwarding charges which
must ensne when the vineal monopoly of the present for-
wardine houses is_abolished, as it must be when the canals are
finished, strive to sect re, as we verture 1o predict we shall secure,
the huge volmneot the Western trade which vow finds its way to
tide=water by way of the Erie Canual, for transiission to British,
Britivh Colanial, zud foreign markats generally, (not omitting
thece of the Unitad States themselves.)  But let us not adopi the
canrary policy,—that of Jocking for revenue in the ontset,—and
thereby rim the risk, as we conceive we should, of turning
that vast and ever-growing trode away from the St Lawrence,
—the natural and most favorable channely unless its advantages
be nevtralized by high charges and unwise restrictions.

Let not our readers suppose that we are deceiving ourselves
by too favosabde an amticipation of the futere. Lot a Free Trado
tarifl be adopted 3, admit all kinds of American produce free of
duty, and untm nuaeled Ly vexativus Custem House regulations,
such as honditg with all its attendant train of delays and ex-
pense; and in addition to all this, It our tolls te reduced, as
sugacsted, to nest to nothing, and on such a basis we venture to
fortel, that in less than five years the trade on the St. Lawrence
will be mare than trebled.

But it may le said, How are we in the meantime to pay our
current expenses and the interest tpon cur public debt 2 We
reply, that the whole sum required for there purposes can be
raised, without dithiculty or inconvenience, Ly a simple rerenve
tarif] vjvn atticles imjorted for consumption j—and such a tariff
we shail be prepared to lay before the country when we consider
that 1kie proper moment hiss anived for doing co.

feantime we throw cnt these hints to our readers and tho
pullic, in crder that thcf' may be examined and duly deliberated
upon 3 and we shall only add, beforo coneluding, 1hat after the
trade lias been firm) “diverted into our chanuels, it will then Lo
in our power to inquire, whether our canals may be made more

preductive ot niot 2—whether mereased tolls may not be exacted “




