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THE CANADIAN ECONOMIST.

MONTREAL, SATURDAY, 18t JULY, 1846.

TREE-TRADE ASSOCIATION.

At a General Meeting of the Free-Trade Association, held yester-
day moming, at their Rooms, 3, St. Sacrament Street, John
Young, Esquire, Chairman of the Association, presidmg, the
following Report of the Committee appointed at a meeting of
the Council held on the 26th of June last, was presented :—

REPORT.

The intellizence received by the last English steamer, of the
adoption in 2l its integrity by the House of Lords of the Com Bill
introduced by Sir R. Pret, renders its final passage, which for
some months past has been toa cenain de rree a subject of specu-
lation, a’'matter of centainty ; and it now becomes the duty of the
Council of the Fyree-Traue Association to point out the conse-
quences of that measure © the trade of this provauce, the meaus
by which the evils, if any, likely to flow from it, may bemiti-
gated or averted, and the benefits which may be educed from it
may be secured.

1t can scarcely be denied, that nnder the protective system of
Great Pritain, and more especially under the Imperial Act of
1843, the application of the capital of the country to the growthand
manufacture of breadstuffs for export to the mother country, has
been artificially encouraged, and that the sudden and almost total
withdrawal of the protection conferred on Canadian wheat and
flour, has cccasioned considerable losses to many, who, ealculating
on its continuance, were induced dining the past winter to pay
higher prices to the Canadian farmer than a prudent estimation of
the p(r]ospccts of the British markets would otherwise have war-
ranted.

The Council of this Association, in making this statement,
i3 not actuated by any desire to impuan the conduct of the
British Ministry, or to question this exercise of the rightof legisla-
tion which the Tmperial Parliament undoubtedly possesses. They
acknowledge that the paramaunt duty of the Government is to
provide for the happiness and prospetity of the whole people, and
they are sensible that such results can often only be obtained at
the expense of much individual sacrifice. To the consequences
of the fluctuations in the commercial system of Great Britain they
must, as colonists, submit; and on this occasion they feel bound
to state their conviction of the soundness of the principles on
which her new commercinl policy Is based, and of their applica-
bi}itv}, not only to the trade of Britain, but to that of the wholo
world.

But whilst the Couneil of this Associntion acquiesce on general
grounds in tho right and the cxp(-nlmncg' of the British Govern-
ment withdrmwing from this her colany the exclusive privilezes
she has hitherto enjoyed, they must, as a consguence, claim the
removal of all restrictions on our trade with forerem nations, in
the shape of diccriminating duties with 2 view to protect Bruish
manufactures; in other words, that we may be free “to buy m
the cheapest, and sell in the dearest markets.”?

That the British Government is prepared to concede, nay in-
vites, this freedom of trade, may be fairly inferred from the whole
tenor of the observations of the Ministry in the recent debates in
the Imperial Patliament, and more especially from the following
passage in the Despatch from the Colonial Secretary, M. Grap-
$TONE, to the Governor-General, dated 3rd March last, and re-~
iterated in his subsequent Despateh to the same of 3rd June :—
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¢ The desire of Ier Majesty's Government is that the trade of Cannda
may, in all respects, approach as nearly to perfect freedom as the dispo-
sittons of its whabitanta and the exigencies of the public resenue there
may permit.”

Even without such a declaration, this Association would have
relied with confidence, for the concession of this our claim, on the
sense not only of justice but of liberality which characterises the
conduct of Great Britain towards this colony. That sense of jus-
tice must indubitably prevent her from exacting a privilege cr
protection for her products and mamfactures which she no longer
yields to ours; and that feeling of liberality must deter her from
continuing the shackles on our commerce which she has retnoved
from her own.

Hitherto the amount of protection conceded to the products of
Canada in the British markets has been so great as to throw into
the shade the advantages which British produets have enjoyed in
this market,—at least such has been the prevailing opinion ; but
the following table, shewing at one view the discrimination which
our tarifl m:i&cs Letween British and Foresen, in some of our prin-
cipal afticles of import, anply proves that the inhabitants ot Ca-
nada have not been fightly taxed in return for that protection:—

ARTICLES. Foreign. ‘ Britsh. Discrimination.
BookS. « . civverarivaneena 12 percent. .. .',5 per cent.....|7 per cent.
Candles, Spenn.........! ; 3&’9_‘:{ ;c'l'!: z‘ﬂd. per. lb.....]15 per cent.

NNUN
P 1 z &?’l:l ;"']":' 2 . .7 per cent.
PSR £
“  other kinds... l ; & l!:l ;c‘,‘;’ g‘ld. “ ......|7 per cent.
58. p. cwt. « [
Coﬂ‘cc! & 1d. p. b, ‘,ld. ceeeeatDS. per cwit,
[} [+ o

“ Roasted.s.venenn. ' ‘g'o(’;“f‘;‘:' % . L 5s. per cwt.
ﬁlns & Glasswarc.......120 per cent...... g per cent....... 15 per cent.

ATNCSS .. ... . . 12 oL “ N «“
Hardware........... 5 “« ... LT .
Hats, Leather, Woollen, ]

Cotton covuareanns 12 L " o7 -
Hats, Sitk........... L2000 0« Ll 5 “ gl
Iron, except Pig........j12@ w5 TS A
Jewelry covveinennnan. 12 v ....5 “« 07 .«
Leather manufactures... {12« .. percent., .. {7«
Machinery «oeveeneenss 17 “ . MOpercemt... T
Musical Instruments ... 12 “ oS perecente.a.g 7 “
Manafactures, Cotton

Linen, Woellen. .../ 12 o ...45 percent 7 o

LI | O 27 TP B 4 .
b " « .. .flpercent..... 15 “

il Clothe e vaviiiieenns “ . J05percent..... 7 *
Paper manufactures ...... 12 « . 05pereent.....) 7 *
Spirits, Rum...........|ls. per gallon...|GI per gallon. . Gd. per gallon.

Brandy & other Spinte 22.3d. p. gallon. 1s.3d. p. gatlen. Is. per gallon.

€}
Sugar, Refined..vooe-. .. 3 ;{?é:] ;cﬁ: z 2 2’2“; ;c?l: 2 10 p. cent,
“ Muscovado & Bastard;14s. 4d. p. ewt.}9s. 4d. p. cwt. .[5s. per ewt.
)
Sugar-Candy...coeuvesemnn { ‘5?2{’1 ;c?l: 2 2d. per b......../20 per cent.

On mnst articles of import aot included in the above Teble, there is o protection in
favor of Batih goods, varying from § per centum upwards; and - ail Fareiga attickes,
from the wamhousz 1 the United Kingdom, 5 por centumo e Imperial Duty is
seantted.

But important to the future prosperity of tlus province as this
Council deems the abolitiun of discriminating duties to be, that”
question sinks into insizuficance whien compared with that of the
opening of the navigation of the St. Lawrence to foreizn nations.
That river is obviousiy the most cssential element of our power,
and on the usc we make of the naturdl advantages it aflords, will
mainly depend our future position as a commercial country, The
nataral outlet for the products of the Western States, a country but
newly sprung into existence, and yet numbering already upwards
of four willions of inhalutants, shall its full capabulities be made
available?  Shall we, pessessing this great bi;,vsnvay tothe ocean,
succumb without at least a strugwle to our competitors i the mce
for commercial preéminence 7 It is true that we shall have to




