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T11E1 CANADIAN ECONOMIST.
MONTREAL, SATURDAY, ISrTI .IULY, 18416.

FREE-TRADE ASSOCIATION.

At a Ganerai Mleeting cf the Frec-Trade Association, hield yester-
day morni, nt their Rloms, 3, St. Sacrarnent Street, John
«Young, Esqluire, Chairînan of the Association,s presiding, tlle
folloiîîlg Report of the Cominittee appoînted atl a mecetinig of
the Coutilcil heid ou the 26thi of June lasi, Nvas prcsontcd:

R EP OR T.
Mie intelligence received by tire last Enitlslî steamer, of tho

adoption ini all its integrity by the Iliuse of Lorris cf the(, Cort Bill
introducedl by Sir R. P'EL, renders its final passa.ge, îvhich for
sorne maudis pafi bas becti tona certain (Io ýrec a subject cf specti-
lation, n'matter of certaiîty ; and il now beconies tlle dluty of the
Counicil of tbe Fýce-Tradc Assorizatjen to point out the cose-
qucnces oftliant meusure iý the Irade of titis pro;suce, lise ineans
by which the evils, if any, likely te flow fi-oi il, înay l'e imiti-
gatcd or averted, and the betitefits which niay bc edluced froin il
may ho sccuredl.

Il cait çcarcely bc denied, that limier the protective sysstem cf
Great Pritain, and more cpiayunder tlle Imperial Act cf
184.1, dIe appl icat ion cf tise capital cf th eonnltry te the growtliandl
manufacture of brendstuf' fr expert to Ille rother country, lias
been artiîic.iaiiy encourag, anti titat the silddc anti alniest total
vwithdrnaval cf the plrotecti il conferred on Caitadistn NvIieaî anti
fleur, lias ccaioned censiglerable lusses te mny, Who, caiculating
on its colttinuiance, Nvcre iitduced timing the past %vinter te pay
highler prices te tire Casndint farmer tlian a prudent estimation cf
lte prospects cf the British markets %fould othierwisec have war-
ranted.

lthe Coiincil cf this Association. in maing tlis statement,
ns net actuateti by nny desire te impu, n thé' conduot cf the
B3ritish >Minifstry, or te question titis exerceisc cf tise righlt cf legýisia-
dion which Ille lmnperial Paîlianient iundoil teffly posesses. Týhey
acknoirlcdge that lt- parainounit duly of the <overnment i'S in
previd e for -the happiness; and prospcrity cf tite whIole peuple, and
îbey arc sensible that suris resuits can oflen only be obtaincti I
llte oxpense cf rnuch individual sacrifice. To tbe consequences
cf the fluctuations in tbe Commercial systerrtocf Great Britain itey
must, aLs colonists, submit; anti on tbis occasion they fuel bouins
te ritale tîteir conviction cf the soiiiàdncssi cf tho principles on
wvhich lier new commercial poliey is bascid, and cf their applica-
bilitv, net only te the trade cf hiritaini, but to that cf tihe 'vbeio
werfti.

But whilst te ~Coincil of this Associat ion a.cquiiesce on -gencral
grounds ii tlle rigitt and tlle eXpvei1~cý, o f the lirtiil GeOverui-
ment %vitlîdrnwin- front titis lier coiony t te excl usive privile2es
site bias bitiierto enjoycd, tbey intist,a:s a en-quence, cl:t Ille
remeovai cf ail restrictions on our tradc wsth fnprein ntions, i
the shape cf didcriminatinz eluties wtil a view te proteci BrîtîiAi
mnanoflicînres; in oitler ~vr.,tiat \Vu rnay bo frec "tu buy nli
the -CaeiadsI] in Itle tlearest nirel.l

Titat lise British Governmenit i., preparcd to cotncetie, nay in-
,rites, this fretioma Of IT.-Ide, ayb( faîriy inferreti front the ;'rlc
tenor cf tlie observations cf the 'Alîistry iii the icecent debates. ini
the Imperia] l artiament, and more cseilyfront tîte follewtng
passaige in tise Dcspatcb <romi tise Colonial Secrct.iry, P.Tr. G.An-
$TO', te the GeVeritor-Celiera.1 (Lited 3rd M.ircbi I.Lt, ai re-
iterateci in ]tis subsquent Despatch. te tîte Saine of 3rd Junc:

IlTire ilesire cf lier Maje-iesty's Goveenient is thnt the tratte of Canada
mnay, is ait respects, approaciî as iseariy te perfect freedorît ns Ille dîipo
sitions of tîs intsbttants and the exigencies cf tihe public r"îecnue tItere
niay pernlut."1

Evei~ witbout euchi a desclaration,1 titis Association wonld have
reiied witih confidience, for Itle coincession of this ctar dlaim, on tise
sonse net cniy of jsîstiec but cf libertlity îiliebaracterises the
conduet cf Great liritain towards titis coiony. That siense of jur-
tice must indubitabiy prevent lier frein exacting a priviuege cr

p rotection for ber prodsîcts and manufactures Nxich site ne lenger
Miljs te ours ; antd thant feeling- cf iiberality most deter lier from
contin;tingthe shackies oi out commerce whiciî site lias reuuoved
frein bier own.

Ilitberto the amouint cf protection conceded te tise produots of
Canada iii lite Britist mnarkets lias heen so great as te îhirow inteo
tise shacle the atîvaîttages wlticlt Britishî products htave ecypd in
titis inarket,-at leant such ias belon tlle prevaiiing opinion ; but
tbe follovvin'e taille, sliewii at cite view tlle discrimiination wltîch
ouir tariff inaî-cs betweetî Briti,ýit anti Furetrzn, ini some cf our prixu-
cillai articles of imaport. ntinpty pro e~s that thse lltlt;ltats et Ca-
nadla hsave îl been iiglity taxcd it returu fur tisai tecin

ARTICLES. Forti4gn. flritth 'Discriminati on.

Btooks......... 1'2 tier cent.... liîer cint..7 pet cent.
4 15 p. cent. es lir b...1 e etCandle.4, Spenna........ & 2(t. P. lit. '- »e.l. 5 e e

71).acent..2.... .......7 per cent.

.a clser kinds... .. ceut CltId. ......7 lier cent.

Cofiec .............. s î.cr ..d.. a. 58. lier cwt.

Ronsted .......... p. d . ... fs. lier cwt.
('tts& Giasstvar .... per cet 5 per cent...15 per cent.

Iturneas.......s.... .. 7

lais, Lcntlier, %Vooliîen,f
Costton .......... 12 .. 5 " .. 7

Irais, sitk ............ 20 "..5 " ... 15
Iron, except Pig ... a.... 12 .,. 7
Jcwclry ............. 32 5 aa 7
I.cailier mnanufactures... 12 a à l ier ct. .. 7
1% cinry ........... 17 ". . .. 10 lier cent .... 7 "

Musical Instnruments..12 a' li aer cent.... 7
Ma1naifncture.a. Cotton

Linen, WoQlcn.... 12 aa...f pecent..I*,** 7
Oatcisn..............7 a' .Free ......... 7
Cit, Fisin........... 16 1. licr cent. ij.. l5
Oi1 C1tn......2 :p li..er cent... 7
Palier manufactures ... 12 .... 5 lier cent... 7 "

Zpirits, Ruin .......... Is. lier galleon... G ll er galion.. .Gd. per gallon.
Brandy & ter Spirt:i"2a.3d. P. gaillon. îs.M. P. gaion. 16. ler galon.

Sugar, Reflned....... 20 Il' cent. I10 pl. cent. 0Pcet
& 2d. p. lb). IL Q &2J p. lb. ý~ ~cet

Aluscovado & 3astard 14s. 4d. 1. cu-t. 9s. 4J. p. cwt.. 55. per cwt.
20 P, Cen.t. ~l e b 2 etSugar-Candy .......... &-2.P b 12.prl.....120iecnt

On morte aricles of imuport fot ,atcitt in the s.iuss «Tc'2. tio .% on protcion ta
Ç,vor a t ital esosi,, ver%. ag (fous, 4 jet enfuisss, tIli% s rdi usid- z as i g t'î a ticlesz.
fronit fitaC wxîetsuusz ti flic (nilcat lisr..lorn," M lir eentssa o :ù tesperti Dufy ils
rernaties.

But important te the future proslivriy (.f tlss.s provintce as titis
Couicii dveris tlle abolitiont cf ticrtuit;]ttiii utieýs Io bc, Illate
question siiks int ilisicziîtficanice it-i tsi idinipared wtitl that cf tîte
olleiîi ; f te n% ig:t.tioîî cf Isle St. I.;[t%% reic te foreign nations.
Vitnt river is ebvioiisly titi, ino:t *msvlfiiiil celeeî of ur powerr
anti on the tise ive inke cf Ille itatur,.1 il~otsc h atords, wîli
niaiiily depcnd oufr future po-ýition.is a conumrcrial cctinîry. The
nialtiral Siullet for te pnidetcts cf lte lWtstern ttea cotity but

newyopiitc v\iý,tence, anti yet inuuibering alr-cady tîpuards
of tour millions cf inhitatit, sidIl ils full caplabstttes lie mode

succumnb witlitoit at Ila'at a strsu?.1c to Otur ccoinpetitors i% te rac
for commercial prcêniiteilcu? 'I is tnle t>t;ît WC: bltal htave te

r.


