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is the resuit, not alone Of the zeal whichi compasseth the earth to, ma
proselyte, but aiso of the pastoral devotion whieh visits the fatilerless and
widows in thewr affliction, and labors te kzeep its flock unspottcd fromn tile
worlId."

Again we say, we arc wiling to hold ail that we know of difficulty ill
the ivay of Mr. Jolrnston's establishing his statements, iiu suspense,
untIl ho presonts the evidence wvhieh years of patient toil and assiduous
study wil special adaptation and rich exporience, in dcaling withl
statistical problems, might perhaps have justified us iii takzing on his
more airnouncement, if the immense interests involved warranited sucli
acquiescence on the mere assertion of any authority whiom-soevcr.

But we, caution tlue Christian dhurches against construing anything
we have said. into ground. for rela-xation of effort, or miscalculationi of
tic forces to be mastered. Whatever bas been the absorption of the
uncasted natives of India by any of tic lettered religions in the past,
Sir William flunter utters a prophecy of startling import wlien lie says
tiat hie believes that flic dense and dlark iass of fifty millionis outsidoe
tho pale of orthodox Iindwien and Islam wvill wîthin fifty years bc ab-
sorl'ec inf tizesc or into Ohristianify.

That Islam is extending in flic East India islands seems weIl estab.
lishied, for the German and Duteli missionaries Iaboring there secil to
fcar great difficulties from themn. Journal des Missions Evanglies
says :

"ohave the mniqsions. alone reason for alarmn. Sone nionths sinceIun
drecis of Dutch mnerchiants and otiiers having, direct i'olations with th;, l'art
of the %vorld sent a petition to tie KCing of Rolland uîrging hirn to takze active
measuros for the protection of his subjects and thoir proporty in thiosef re-
gions. The Atchin war seenis never ending and increcases tlie peril of thle
situation. The Atchiinese and the Malays -are the tribes miostly inoved by
Islamn to fanatickm, and the Battas, ainong whomn the Rhlenish missionarjes
are working se successfully, livc betwveen the two tribes."

At the MdmyConference some, ten years ago 11ev. Dr. Sobireiber,
secretary of tho IRheim (Barmen) Missionary Society, spUaking of tlio
Xetherlanids mission in thc East Indian Archipelago, said: "At pres-
ent in Java. almost ail tic whole population (twcnty-ouo iionis) is
Mohammedan, Ct least in name, a great deal of heatlîonism. stili being
conlcealedl under tiec surface, On Sumatra tho fourth part is stiti
leathen. On Bornen anid lu the Celebes, perhaps on - hatif; buit
whercver in. Datch Incli,-s a heatlien population is in contact with Xo-
hammedismn the latter is advaneing staiy"lie says that
'IlBy fa-r the greater -part of the ground Mohammredanisni hiulds at prescrit
in the Indian Arclhipplago, it lias gaincd alter the tin-e the Dutch took pos-
session of those regions. In thie island of ýSuniatra it is truie Afrhin aind
Menangkzabao liad becoine M1ohamniedaîî befoiie thàat tinir, amdi thenre Islami
hiad found its way to Java; but on both thi-se islandR thie great imajority of
the people wure stili luathen wlhen the Dutchi took possession of thern, and
to the island of Eorneo and Celebes Mohammedanisn bias crcpt in tise time
of tlse Dutchl Govpsnnr'nlt."

Hc holds th-0 Datdh Government to bo rosponsible for this advance
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