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RUDIMENTS OF CHIURCH POLITY. 75
cummonly cunfessed to amount to nothing more than
w paternal or fraternal vecoguitiun of the people’s
sovereign act,) do sebstantinlly devolve all power,
not indeed upon the cucrncn—tora chareh, by univer-
< dadinission, is @ bady, consisting ot peuple and

from the perversion of our blind, deceitful hearts.
He ouly can teach savingly and to profit ; he isthe
Spirit of truth, whoalone -anlead us into all truth,
Taught by lum, all things are full of light ; des
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e . . v 1 ‘o ministcrs; but upon the laity, as acting apart from
s, titate of his gmdance, the very light that isan | o clcr'.:)z. and u's c\,,“.,‘;crc‘{ 'co,,,;,‘.u.,,f m'dccidc in
i usis darkness;—whatever knowledge we may pos |he nostimporiant of allailaits, without their rulers,
©  sess, we know nothing yet as weought to know,  [and indeed while they have none.  Moreover, by
3 s R the absotute insulation of cachehapel society, and by
3 . * the iimncdiate dependetice of each mmnister upon the

single congregation which lie serves, all forms and
semblances ot cleical authority, be they what they
may, are virtally held in abeyance. lfc who must
depart when thuse who suppott b no longer wish
tur hisservices, exercises nu puwer such as can avat
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2 in those very instances where power is needed—
< namely, to enforce discipline against sturdy delin-
4 quents, and 1o maintain trath and morality in opposi-
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RUDIMENTS OF CHURCH POLITY.
Abridged from Mr Taplo’s warh on Spritual Despotisni.
(Continged from page 57 )

ton to the caprices or the 1ax desires of the people.
‘I'nis is a theory of church government whieh, wuch
as it may reconnnend taelt t our modern republican
scntiments, s be dencunced as subiersive of all
religions authority, (whether for good or ill,) and as

Vi. The question which next presents itself is of
the bighest moment, and invo]vcs almost cvery
other coustderation connccled wih chinrch polny. |
Whence dues the clerical funetivs and puwer anse
or in what manner is it transmitted from band 1t
hand; or under whose control dags 1t vest 2

The clurical funciton and power may, then,
Ist place, be imagined o bedeiived, i each mstance
immediately from Heaven, by impalses and irresisti
ble convictionsy on the mind of the individual who
challenges (o amself the night o excrese ecclesias
tical au hority.  Such was the prophcuc funcuon of
old; and such, essentially, is the idea of the Chris-
tian mimstry enteniained by the Quakers; and in
measuse, oo, by sume uher odern seets. We do
not here deen 1t necessary o enteriain this supposs-
tion, as worthy of argument, in truth, by its very
nature, it excinis itscit from the range of reason;
its only ground is that of peypetnet mitaculous aites-
lation.

Or 24, srcerdutal anthority 02y be aflitmed to spring,
by perpeaal dernvation andiradiien, trom aitselt. Tnat
isto sy, the dderical body, in cach successive age, may,
be acld to be cmpowered to deliverto is sucerssors,
called and nstabled by siscdf, the entire authoniy
which, ina line amasnier, 1t 1eccised from ns prede-
cessors  ‘This doctiine is the fundamental arncle ot
the Romisdt charch, and it has been wmhented and
cembadied by the ciarch of England, and other eps-
copal conmmunions.

Or 3d, al powers of government and instraction,
within the church, may be alleged to originate wub
the will ofthose for whan such powers are exercised .
that istesay, of the peuple, & disongaished from,
their clerzy, and who may clect and remose their
teackers and rulers at pleasure.

Or fastly, there may he umagined a sort of com-
promise beiweon elergy asd Ly, such asshallleave
a power of calling and ordaining with the former,
and of clecting and instating with the lawter.  "Thisi
last incthod prevails among mnost of our modern secs, |
but under civca B ancesth.at prod sce different pracu.y
cal results.  Presbyv.erianism, atempered wn aa cliece
tive degree by 1ay wllucnce, presents this scheme in
perhaps its nust [avorable aspeet, and at once conters)
a substamial and necessary power upon the clergs,
whilc the people have the means ol sccuring then
sclves against tyraney aud encroachment. “Yhe con.
gregatisnal conmmnions, while they auribate asem-
blance of spesial awhority to their clergy, in the in.
stance of ordinx'ion, (which however is now very!
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broadly and essentially distinguished from the apos-
tolic model.

In making a choice amung the above named prin-
ciples, and e~peeially it we were to du sv apart vom
apostolic precepis and precedents, it would be very
natural o have tecourne to the analogy of cieal lite
and, as under 4 bee govenonent, wll public funcaons
retnrn, immedintely or remately, to theds sutrce—the
will of those for whose benefii they are exercised, the
erence would be, that religious functions should
obey the same rule, sl that the stlecave and edece
ive powers, inclnding necessarily the power to re-
voke, and to repel pastoral awshorty, should reside in
the people.  This sort of reasuming from secular
principles, acquires peuliar furee when applied to
religions conunanities in modern times, breathing as
they do the inspariting atmsphere of democratic in-
dependence.  Certain mades ot government imght, it
may besatid, b2 tolerable or good in times ot in coun-
wrics where the popular mind has nat been kindled,
and where siiedt sab nissivi v ariesponsttile avihority
has Lang been the s tad bubit ot the people, but the
same mades beeome wiolly inapphicable to societies
unzcensivmad to enduare any species of restraing be-
vond what is £6 by all to be indispensable. Wtmay,
we sy, seem as it & scheawe of charch governient
which involves subaantial clerical powers, even
thongh proved to be apustolic, could not fnd room
upon modern ground.

‘Then again, when the consiant tendency of privi-
fedaed orders, and cspeciallv of 1he sacerdotal oiders,
to encrourh upon the pudblic hbernties, is consider-
edy, we must ted saongy the danger of giving
place 10 a sclfderived, and wdependent relizious
auihority.  With the evidence of history belure
ug, and the common impalses of human nature in
view, cvery dispassionate mnd reluciates 1o admit
a principle thal seems =o pregnant wuh muschict. I
wlast comnpelled o grani that our Lurd acaally left
his ciuren on this foundation, we are placed in a
posiaton that demands the miost vigniant regzard; nor
catr we du less than bastuse an exremne care apun the
da v of mrinaiv ag. 10 s tuil cfficiency, that coen-
terpaise 10 spitiual despolism, or ratber that saice
guard againsi its advances, which we findto have
been ia play within the apostolic sucicies.

A carions inconsmisicncy has attended the modern
conirgversy on the suntee ur unaw o1 elencal power,
irasmuch s the appuacnis have mutuaiiy exchanged
positions.  Taase, onthe one sude, whuse rule and
pructice it ordinanly 1s to pay a profound regerd o




