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Scotland will both give fromtheir own collections,and
take every opportunily of pressing so onentons a
subject o the attention ot Wwer poople. Apait s
errancous doctrine  veligion, or c.\‘plodm# tenets in
philosophy, searcely anything can come wrong, We
sincerely tejoice to see that a committee, conpused of
suchmen asarve mentioned in the chicular letter of
the seeretiry, have the subject under consideration,

{& We will rejoice in every cffort that is made
to provide Libravics fur India; but we mst nut fur-
get to urge the clanus of our proposed Theotugical In-
stitution in Canadu,

TIIE POPISH CONFESSIONAL. -

From T'hivd Pampllet of the Rev. L. J, Nolan,
lutely a Romish Clergyman,but now a Curate of
the Irish Churck at Athboy.

Daring the last three years I discharged the duty of
a Romish clergyman, my heart often shudduied at the
idea of cntering the confessional.  ‘Fhe thoughts of
the many crimes 1had to hear—the growing doubt up-
on my mind, that confession was an erroncous duc-
trine—that it tended wnore to harden than reclaim the
heart, and that through it I should be rendered instru-
mental in ministering destruction to your svuls, were
awful considerations to me in the hours of my reflec-
tion. 'Lhe recitals of the murderous acts { had often
heard through this iniguitous tribunal, had cost me
many a restlessnight, and are still fixed with horror
upon iy memory.  But, my frieads, the most awful
of all considerations s this, thatthrough the contes—
sicnal 1 had been frequenily apprised of intended as-
sassinations and most diabulical cunspiracies, and
still from the ungodly injunctions ol seercey in the
Romish creed, lest, as Peter Dens says, the confes-
sional should become odious, I dared nct give the
shightest intormation 1o the marked out victuus of the
slanghter.  But though my heart now trembles at my
recollection of the murderous acts, still duty obliges
me to proceed, and emunerate one or two insiznces of
the cases alluded to.

The first isthe case of a person who was barbar-
ously murdered, and with whose intended assassina-
tion Tbecame acquainted at confession.  One of the
five conspirators (all of whom were sworn to commit
the horrid deed) broached toinc the bloody conspiriey
in the confessivnal.  1implored him1o desist from Jus
intention of becoming an accomplice in so dibulical
adesign.  But, ala, all advice was useless—no per-
suason couid prevail, his determination wasso fixed;
and his only reasons for having disclosed the awful
machination to his contessor, seemed to haveoriginat-
ed from 2 hope that his wicked design would be hal-
lowed by a previous acknowledgment of it to his
priest. Finding all my remonstrances unavailing, [
then recurred to stratagem. I carnestly besought of
him to mention the circumstance to me ont of the con-
fessional, in order that ¥ might apprise the intended
victim of his danger, or caution the conspirators a-
wainst the commitial of so inhuman adeed. But here
ingenuity itself’ failed 1 arresting the carecer of his
satanic obstinacy.  The conspirator’s illegal vath, and
his apprehension of himself hecoming the victim of
bratal assassination shonld he be koown asthe reveal-
erof the conspiracy, rendered him fndexible tony
entreaties 3 and, awiul to relate—yes, awful—and the
hand that now pens it shudders at the record it makes
—a poor inoffensive man, the victim of slaughter, di-
ed @tmost crucl death by tive hand of ruthless assassins.
Oh, my dear Protestit countrymen, you will now
n.x:ur:{l_\' ask, whetheram [or tite perpetratory of the
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bloody deed, most to be censured 7 I who knew the
iderers and the murdered previous to the act—|
who hadsuet the intended victine of slaughter in the
publicsticetsbut & short time antecedent to his death?
But, my friends, the prejudices of my early lite in fa-
vor of thedoctrine of auricular confession, and the
influence of’ subsequent education, instilling into my
mind the inviolability of that iniquitous tubunal, must
plead before my Godand the publie, as my only apalo-
gres fur the concealment of llhc diabolical cunsprracy.
And nuw, you, Romish priests, T ask you, could the
Lord Jesus institute a doctrine so manstrous in it
practice, and so subversive of'the principles of huma.
nity—a doctrine that beholds the dagger pointed at the
human heart, but hushes the warning voice that woulkd
apprise the devoted vietim of hisdanger? [ must now
proceed with the recital of 2nother case more yevolt.
ing to humanity than ceventhe former one. It isthat
of a female administering poisonto her parvent. Her
first aticmpt at parncide proved ineffectual, owing to
an immediate vetching that seized the parent after
tahing the diaught.  ‘I'he perpetrator of this foul deed
afierwards came to cunfession, and acknowledged he
guilt, but circumstances proved that she only sought
tor priestly absolution, to ease her mind and prepare
her tur a speedy repetition of her heinous erime, A-
gain sheattempted the act, and it proved successful, 1
was calledonto attend the dying parent. ‘I'he unna-
tural throes and convulsive agonies of the unfortunate
man convineed me that the discase was of no ordina-
ry nature. ‘The previous confession of his daughter,
whoat this time made herappearance, rushed upon
my mind, and suggested that the parent was a second
time puisoned.  Yrom what I had known through the
cunfussivnal, eould not even hint at the propriety of
sending for wedical witendance, fur the Romish dac-
trine impressedan inviolable scerccy upon my lips,
and prevented me giving the slightest intimation ol
the malady ; whilst the poor paticnt, unconscious of
the cause ot his death, ({icd in the most excruciating
agonico uf which humanity can forina cunceplion.
Oh'! monstious system of confession! Will youn
dare any longer to ascribe your origin to the Great
Eternal, and thus aflix to nature’s God the blasphemy
of yourtenets 7 Oh, thou iniquitous tribunal ! thuu
cloitker of crimes—thou abettor of wickedness, thon
brutal murderer! A child attempts the most diaboli-
cal act against a parent, but thon, by presuming to
crase the past transgression, only encouragest toa re-
petton ot the erume. A parent sufiers the most a-
gonising tortures, and diesin the most excruciating
pains fiom peison, administered by an unnaturaf
daughter, but thou, polluted tribunal, wilt not allow
the priest acquamnted withthe circumstances to dis-
close the cause of this heart-rending death.  Oh, my
Rowman Catholic countrymen, why not awaken from
your lethargic slumbers!—why not arise {rom the
mystic spells that bind you, and cast off’ that unnatw-
al yoke which would darcto umite your God in an
unholy alliance with such monkish blasphemy !
Should any unacquainted with Romanism question
the veracity of thesestatenents, let him consuit histo-
ry, and he wall find many sunilar facts. Did not the
Rumnsh priest, the Rev. Mr. Garnet, the provincial vt
the Jesuity, justify his concealinent of the gunpowder
plot, on the pretext of its being revealed to himatcon-
Iession 7 bnd not Father D'Aubigny, the French
Jesuit, put forward a similar plea of justification for
concealiment, when the asssassin, Ravaillac (that stab-
bed Llenry 1V.) in 1610, acknowledged to ham inthe
confessional s plan of rezicidal murder 7 But why
need Irefer to such circumstances, as every priest
who has acted in the caprcity of a confessor, 1nust ad-
it the fact of similar cases i equently coming before

him atthe confexsional ?




