THE PRACTICAL BEE-KEEPER 2

Boiled Down.

BY REV. W.F.CLARK, In A.B. J.

I notice that no reports from the
Michigan Experimental Apiary have
appaared in the American Bee Journal
since Max 381, 1894. This does not
greatly surprise me, for most of what
has been published since is so overload-
ed with figures as to bewilder the ordin-
ary reader. But why should not a
brief statement be given of the results
arrived at? The publication of the
reports in tull is rendered less necessary
by the appearance of a special bulletin
issued by the Michigan State Agricul-
tural College, giving a detailed state-
ment of the experiments for a year. T
presume similar bulletins will appear
annuallyv. Pending their publication,
why not boil down each report as it
comes out, and give the essence of it ?
Suppose [ constitute myself cook, and
try my hand at this boiling-down
process ?

SucAr For WiINTER STORES—This
is the first of the topics that have been
reported on since May 81. In thefall of
1893, Mr. Tavlor sclected 24 colonies for
cellar-wintering, as nearly equalin all
respects as possible, one-halt’ of which
were to be fed sugar syrup for winter
stores, and the other half to be fed with
honey for the same purpose. The
necessary feeding was dsne the last of
September.  The amonnt of stores con-
sumed was very small, but the impor-
taut point brought out was the cconomy
of feeding sugar stores instead of honey.
The average consumption of sugar was
but 8} pounds from the 15th of Nov.
until the first days of April, while that
of honey was.6% pounds, or nearly twice
as much.,

SPRING PROTECTION AND STIMULA-
Tive FeEDING.—This report is very
difficult to boil down, being almost alt

figures, and must have cost a large
amount of labor and patience. The
results can be given almost in Mr.
Taylor’s own words. They were a
great surprise to him. While he had
long DLeen doubtfu! whether spring
packing and stimulative feeding repaid
the work and expense, he fully believed
there was considerable advantage in
them. But he found that in every way
in which comparison can be made, the
unpacked colonies had the advantage
both in increase of strength and in
weight. It should be said also that out
of 18 two-story hives packed there was
a loss of four colonies against none
among those not packed, while of the
one-story hives the loss among the
packed ones was more than twice as
great as among the unpacked ones.
For stimulative feeding it is to be said
that it showed a very trifling advantage
in a fourth case. The historv of these
hives, packed and unpacked, fed and
unfed, is continued through the season
in a subsequent report. which embodies
a mass of figures 2hmost as puzzling as
logavichms. The season was not
favorable and continued experiment
gave no satisfactory results Mr. Taylor
is inclined to draw some inferences in
favor of small brood-chambers, but
adinits himself that the premises are
slender f r so doing. But all through
the season, the unpacked colonies main-
tained the superiority over the packed
ones.

FOUNDATION FOR SECTIONS. —The
next report is r2ally a continuation of
anearlier onain which the supzriorityof
the Given style of foundation had been
shown, only the sample of Hunt founda-
tion excelled the Given bv 63 per ceut.
while the Given excelled the best of all
the othors by 18 per cent.

Four Broop. — The latest report
which has come to hand containsa very
uimportant expsrim :nt designed to ascer-



