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'ocievers in the inspiration and Divine authority of the Seriptures will
concur with him in holding- that we are bound to, interpret fairly and çan-
didIy these sacred oracles on this, as on evcry other subjeet of which they
treat, and receive with implicit faitli, whatcver they deliver, no matter
what difficulties we rnay have to surmount, or what preconceived opinions
to abandon.

Wrhen we corne to details, a diversity of opinion will iuevitably be
found to exist. If a man writcs a book on a subject, it generally oulke
pretty largely in bis mind; and Mr. Young goes farther in bis views on
sorne points respecting the agency of wicked spirits in the production of
botli moral and physical evil, than somre sincere, believers of the Seriptures
rnay be prepared to accompany him. In his general principle, however,
that we are to, stand by the Word of' God, he la altogether unassailabie;
and the followingr remarks will be allowed te be moderate and judicious-

"On this point there are two extremes, agaînst both of which it is deemed re-
quisite to, guard. The one erra by excees; the other, by defeet. The supporters
of the flrst exaggerate, while the defendere of the second depreciate, the potency
oif Evil Spirits: the fvrmer representing them. as the authors of most, the latter
as the pronioters of but littie, of the wickedness and misery prevalent lu the
earth. The trutb, we apprehend, lies somewhere between these extremes;
thougli exactly w7Lere we presume not te say. In other words, we confese our
inability te fix the precise limit, or ascertain even the probable degree, of
Demoniacal influence: yet, that it le less than sorne, and greater than many,
are disposed to admit, is the general conclusion which the inspired accountsg,
carefully examined and c mpared, are conceived te indicate."

fie also in the amplest manner recognises the comfortahle truthi that
Satan and all bis subordinates are under the controul of, he Alrnighty, and
subject te such restrictions as lie iu hie infinite wisdoin sees meet to
impose:z-

«"What ground for thanksgiving andjoy, that the WickedlOne is held in check
by a Greater than hoe 1 As completely as the feeblest creature, is lie, at every
instant, and ir. every machination or effort, under subjection te the Almighty.
Iis freedom of acti -i~, whether against a bei* or cause, ie abridged or
enlarged, as seeme mtat in the Divine sight. flience the length te which, ai
one tiue, lie ie allowed te go, and the arrest which, at another, je laid on hie

procdur. Nohin can lie accomplish, even with the co-operation of hie
assistants in iniquity, but wIhat 1 the hand and the counsal of the Lord deter-
mined before to, ho done.' Rejoice, ye children of men, that, whatever be the
desires of hie malice, whatever the devices of hie cunning, whatever the put-
tinge forth of hie energy, he ca.nnot, without license, hurt or annoy. What a
cornfort te earth, what a consolation to the plius, that the Lion of hell is hike
a ferucious savage, or an untamable nionster, in cliain.s! Evil he mal designi
ýor concert; but, lu opposition te the Sovereign WVill, evil lie cannot effect. flow
often is lie foiled lu his sehernes and aime!1 A Wiser, as well as a Miglitier,
than he -'taketh him in hie own craftiness.'

"11Still more apparent -will be our cause of gratitude, if we suppose the case te
have been otherwise. Conceive the Adversary te have been exempt froni al
inhibition or control; fettered by no restriction, save what the limitation of
hie faculties imposes; free te act, without curb or interference, by superior
authority; executing his plans, and fulfilling hie wishee, wlth the promptnese,
and efficiency of an untrammeiled aud indepeudent Potentate; hie ability cern-
mensurate with hie inclination, aud hie inclination equally the gua-ralntee and
the memaure of hie succese. Imagine the fact te have been as now described:
ivhat might have been expected speedily to have been the consequence ? .So
fax as regards the posterity of Adam, that consequence should have been as


