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thin as pajler, and eyes - WIthi the very
Devil in tiemn.

Anothier was only tliree or four and
twnXyears of age, lier face of pink and

white wvas surroundod by a wvoaltIî of
flaxon hiair, and shie liad suchi large, lighit-
bine, dreamy eyes, it ivas a puzzle for a
w~hile to tolt wvhether the look iii thein
was one of childish innocence or pre-
C0cious inaturity of crime. But the pity
of it that the sweet angel-lnaturo of a
wonman sliould be broughit Bu low!

But somne of the gangs of exiles thakt
wve met were flot un fout, but riding in
littie cartse But a glancj at thieir faces
wvas enlougli tu prove tu us thiat inorally
they were of et different type ; and 1 was
flot surprised to learai that thiese were flot
criminal, but political exiles. I met
nmany others afterwards-inen andi wonen
- in somne cases of higfli character and
blameless life, who, because witlîin the
circle of thieir ac'îuaintance thiey liave
given expression tu opinions which are
considered to be unfavourable Lu the ex-
istrng formi of government, are sent out
to spend the remainder of thoir lives in
the desolate seclusion of some remote
Siberiail settlemeiit.

It is illegal to give a public lecture in
Russia, or to eaui togflethier more than a
very limited nuiber of people for any
private purpose wvhatever, even for a
dinner-party in onc's own honse, -without
the special permission of the police, and,
if sucli permission is granted, iL is un the
express understanding that detectiveh
shail bo adniitted to the assembly. With
a continually increasing pressure in the
boiler, there is only one alternative ; and
if in ]Russian society the safety-valve of
froc discussion is te continue weighited
thus wvitli exile and Siberia, sooner or
later the pont-up forces wvill release thîemi-
selves l)y the explo!ive violence of revolu-
tion.

The Russian Ohurch is su closely con-
nected with the State that dissent frorn
it is a political, offence, and tho object for
which religieus Nonconformists are sent
into exile is not so, niuch te extirpate
false doctrine as to uplhold the powver of
the government. It is said flhat there
are not less than fif teen millions of Dis-
senters in European Russia, and this is
evidence of a considerable degree of toler-
ation.

But wvhen, like the Stundists, a sect
becomes aggyressive, dissemninating its
opinions, and seeking to win outsiders tu
its fellowsipl, it comes at once into col-
lision with the ruling powers.

The Russian clergy are very lenient te

tlieir parishiouners. Habituai d runkcen-
ness, dishonesty, Iicentiousness, oveti
athieisin itsolf, if net too nuisy, seldoi
provokoe serious denuniciation, and are i'e-
garded as venial offences comnparod with
that of joining the Dissenters-a moral
sill whli 1u ainounit of intelligence,
education, or saintliness can pailiate.
The more Dissenters it sends out to Si-
beria, the more there are to send.

?Nono of the exiles over thinks of àt-
tcmpting to escape in the w~inter, nor
wlîon winter is app)roachiIig, but the spriing
seenis to ofi'er a favourable opportunity.
So, formidable are the diliculties ;vhich
confroîît these fugitives that, of ail those
wlîo escape frein the convict stations,
one-thîrd come back and ask to be re-
admnitted, and one-third perishi ii the
forest, the reînaining thiird only mnanag-
ing, to miaintain themselves in freedoin.

These escaped exiles are the terror of
the Trans-Baikal Province. They are
said to, number iiot less than twenty thou-
sand. One by one, as they manage toý
obtain passports, they set out for Europe,
keeping well hidden by the forest wvhile
following the direction of the post-road.
Most are, content to mun the risk of travel-
ling witlî forged papers. An escapeà
exile, Wvho is detcrminied Lu have a genuine
passpurt, must inurder, rob, and personate
a man Who lias one. Sucli a " varîîak "
is to ho feared. Every traveller I met in
that rogion wvas armed ; and une, %vliu for
a few lîundred miles sliared xny tarantass,
always sat for an lîour or twe at twilighit,
revolver in hand, look-ing down at the
road from lus side of the conveyance.
" Any nman wlio shows himself home is a.
bradyaga, " lie said, "so shoot him, with-
eut a Word."

Dr. Wenyon passed only two,
small towvns in tlic six hunclred
miles from Irkutsk to the Yeniseî.
This river is the largest in Asia,
and ane of the largest in the warld.
Rising on flic table-Iands of Mon-
golia, 5,000 feet above the level of
the sea, before iL reaches that level
it runs a course of more than 3,000ý
miles; 2,000 miles above iLs en-
trance ta flic Arctic Ocean iL is
haif a mile wvide, and it is navigable
for several htindred miles above
this place.

There are few other civilizcd
countries in the warld wvhere ail
the necessaries of life can be oh-
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