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_The Cross.
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praclise virtue unto salvation. ¢ Unless the
Lotd build the house they labour in wvin that
build it ; unless the Lord keep the city he
watcheth in vain that keepeth it."" (Psalm
cxxxvi) Let no man presnme on the strength of
hus determination,or on the restraining influence
of public opinion. The torrunt of passion e.sily
sweeps away these human barriers. Prayer,vigt-
lance, the rrception of tiie sacraments, ile flight
from the occasions of sin are necessary in order
to give effect to aur good parpuses, whick them-
selves must proceed from the inspiration of divine
grace, for ** we are not sufficient to think any
thing of onrselves as of ourselves, but our suffi-
ciency is from God.” (2 Cor. 1i.5.) It ison
this account we warn you against uniting in so«
cieties not based on religious principles, nor di-
rected by the ecclesiastical authority, orothers
wise organized in such a2 way as may suhpose
mere human influences and means.

These things, beloved brethren, we have thought
necessary to place before you that you may pro-
ceed in all things with enlightened faith, and
trusting in God who strengthens the humble, re-
sist with untiring efforts every temptation. ¢ And
that knowing the time: for it is now the hour te
rise from sleep ; for now out salvation is nearer
than we believed. The nightis passzed, and tho
day is at hand. Let us, therefore, cast off the
works of darkness, and put on the armor of light.
Let us walk honestly as intheday; not in rots
ing and drunkness, not in chambering and impu-
rities, not in contention and envy, Botputye on
the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision
for the flesh in its concupicences.” (Rom. xuii,
11.)

We deplore the enormous scandal of soine, who,
having already contracted marriage, enter into
new engagements during the lifestime of their
lawful consorts. Others, though few in number,
have sought from the civil authority & divorce
from the bond of matrimony, and have ventured
to pass to a second marri.. J¢, nolwithstanding the
indissoluble charrcter of the marriage tie,—God
having prohibited the separation of those whom
he has united. We are determined to employ
the severest zuthority of the Churceh against pers
sons guilty of so henious a crime, and to cut
them off from comnmanion, delivering them over
to Satan, that by humiliation in time their spirit
may he saved in the day of Christ.

We give thanks to God for the wonderful bless-
ing which he hzs vouchsafed to his Churchin
these United States, where, withia halfa century
the namber of bishops has incicased fram one to
seventeen, and the frithful are daily scen to ad-
vance inpiety as well 2s numbers.  One or two
painful instzaces of insubordination to ecolesiasti-
cal authority, which have recently eccurred, are
cxoeptions to the general docility and obedience
of our flock ; and we trust that the partics concern
ed will use all their efforts, by affectionate submiss

gotten. Qur power given us by the Lord for edi«
fication, not for destruction ; we lord it not over
you, by reason of your fsith; we seek your sal-
vation, not the display of authority. The delu-
ded men who occasionnlly resist the divine ordi-
nance, and violate the order which God has estab-
hished, disturb the peace of the faithful, and
spread scandal and disorder, under the pretext of
defending popular rights, whilstin realitv they
deprive the fithful of those spiritual privileges
which are their most precious inheritance: It has
been ulready declared and defined, in the first
vrovincial council, that tiie appointment and re=
moval of pastors are the rightful prerogative of
the bishop, and that it is the duty of the congres
gation to make a reasonable and just provision for
the support of the pastor so appointed ; the resis-
tance to which right would furce the bishop toa
severe exercise of the ecclesiasticai anthority.

We cannot withhold the expression of eur con-
soiation at the success which has crowned the
apostolic labors of missicnaries of the Society of Je~
sus in the vast regions occupied by ludian tribes,
especiaily in the Or2gon territory west of the
Rocky mountains. With zeal worthy of the
brigiitestages of the Church, they have gone to
these children of nature to civilize them,and im-
part to them the knowledge of salvation, and God
has confirmed their word, and made it fruitful.
‘¢ How beaut:iful upon the mountains are the feet
of him that bringeth good tidingsand tiat prescis
eth peace : of him that showeth forth good, that
preacheth salvation, that saith to Sion, Thy God
shall reign. The voice of thy watchmen: they
have lifted up their voice, they shall praise toge-
ther : for they shall seeeye to eye when the Lord
shall eonvert Sion rejoice and give praise together
O ye deserts ot Jerusulem : for the Lord hath
comfrried his people: he hath redemed Jerusalem.
The Lord hath prepared his holy arm in the sight
of all the Gentiles: andall the ends of the earih
shall see the salvation of our Gad.” (lsa. lit 7.)
Whiist the sons of Ignatius emulate the apostos
lic labors of Xavier, two devoted ecclesinstics
from two of our diocesses have generously
consecrated themselvesto ti~ <1y~ ofthe
colored emigrants from the Uniwca Suics in
Africa and the natives of western Africa. Fore-
going all the comforts of civilised life, they
have resolutcly encountered all the difficulties
of an undertaking that presents no flnttering
prospects of success. Pressed forward by the
charity of Christ, they only consider the degrad-
ed condition of man in the country market out
for their lnbors, and they hasten 1o afford him
the success of religion, content iwith whatever
measuras of success it may please Godl to grant
to their efforts.  Let us pray, beloved brethren,
that a blessing may he given o the apostolic
prelate now charged with this mission. nnd the
faithful band associated with him in the ardous

sion, to cause the scandal of resistance to be for-t undertaking. Your prayers should ascend to



