
THE COMMERCIAL

TgE OMEnGIAli_1$ #. W. OeTA10.
14RT P0IRTÊGE-T4E SRRIT0GJ1 0F Tt{E WQEST.

fiat Portage, the Saratoga of the
west, tasoS well known to our readers
as a summer resort, (bat IZ would be
liard to say anythIng new about Its
attractions. but the vast commercial
resources of the surrounding district
are, possibiy, flot so wldely known.

The towns of Riat Portage and Kee-
watin are about three and a. hutte
apart %vith, Norman, w'bici. is
now icorxîorated witth the forner,
about Midway bbtween (hem.
Ail three places are very pret-
lily situated on the shores
of Rat Portage bay at tbe 1ower end
of the Lake of the Woods. Rat Port-
age la the largest and Most Import-

p.al portion of the timber is cut
along the Ilniny river and its tribu-
tartes, although sorne la got front the
Lake ef the Woods districts. 'l'le
legs are driven dowvn stream to the
nîoulh of flainy river where tbey are
bounîcd and rafttd aad brought the
balance oft(he distance by Luge. The
sawn lumber la ail pîne. the tamarac
and cedar being used for tivs, posa
and telegraph poles, sorne the cedar
poie.s beîng 55 feet la length. This
company gives empîcyment te nearly
1,000 men. Last winter It had seven-
teen logging camps besldes two or
three tic camps running. The Kece-
watin Lumibering and Manufacturing

Ilshmnent la kept se dlean that the
opportunity of being showvn over it
Bshouid flot bo dieregarded. In conneu-
tion with the Mill there 15 a repair
shop ani also a barrot factory. The
wood used for rnaklnz thesc barreis
lN poplar, ý%vhIch le said te ho very
woii sulted to the purpose.

A third Industry at ICeowatIn la the
reduction works or the Ottawa Gold
Miiiing and Mining Co. This 15 a 20-
stamp Miii, gtvlng a capacity of sixty
tons of ore a day, and, ie the sav
and flour mills hore, IL, la also rua by
wator power. At, Rat Portage the
Dominion Gold Mining and j1eduction
Co. also have a 20-stamp Mill: A
visit througi one0 of thoso plants Sa
full of Interest as showini; the Mari-
ner In wvhIch the gold ls extracted
from tie quartz.' Atter being crushed
and pounded. or '"staaped" almost te
a powder It is run on to slanting
tables, covered with qulcksilverwhlch
attracts and retains the free gold. The
voncentrates. or refactery ores, are
thon separated from the worthiess
inaterial and are treated eîther by
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ant et these, possessing a large nuin-
ber ot flourishlng business estabish-
ments. It la the SUPPly depot for the
Lake ot the Woeods and Rtay Rtver
districts, as well as an Important di-
vîIffonal point on tho C. P. R. It ta
a weli built town. a large proportion
of Its buldings hein[; et brick or stoe,
sorne of (hemn belng particularly hand-
nome. It han a gecd electrie light,
and telePhone service and a watcr-
Nvorks systemn bas rcontly been con-
s(ructed. Keoewatin and Nermca have
each several geod stores.

These tewns have long been !cnown
as the grenteat lumbering centre he-

A tween (he great laites and tho Pacifie.
The Rat Portage Lumber Ce. ha%
mills at Rat Portage and Norman
with a capacity ef ever elghty mil-
lien feet for the seasen. 0Qwlng te a
shortage of logs this year on account
of the iow water. the iIti have lest

consder tinOtme, and under the
meat favorable circumstances for (ho
balance eft(ho season (ho cuL cannet
exceed forty million foot. The prInci-

ireenora Beach, Lakte of tlie Woeds.

Co., own the saîv mili at Kecewatin,
whieli has a capaclty of about neveu-
teen million fîet £or tho season, rua-
ning about 1-1«,M0 foot a day. This
company employa about 1G0 men and
is thus oeo0f the chief feeders te the
town.

Another Important Industry at Kee-
,vatin ta the large fleur Miii of the
Lake of the Woods Milling Co. This
Mil bas a capacity of 3.000 birreis a
day. and the grain elevator adjelning
IL has a storage roorn fer 000
bushels. 13y means et a short canai.
an excellent water power has been
secured. The nîachlnery at present In-
stallid gives 2-,0)00 horse power. îvhlch
ls only about hait et the force avail-
able. This Is one0 ef the
iargest ileur milis in Canada,
and la kept running the year
round. the fleur belng shipped avay
as soon as mnanufactured. As would
bo supposed, theoied inacblnery ta
constantly being replaced by the
never patterns, and the whole estab-

(ho eyanlde or chlorinatlon process.
thus dolng away entIrely wvith the ex-
pensive smeiter treatment.

The Laite of the '%Voods region -la
noted for ils numerous ivatcrpowere,
onaof et(he largest of which In at Nor-
man. About Olve ycars ago (ho Kee-
watin Powecr Ce. wvas formed te uttl-
lac tbis powver and a dam constructed
contalning fifteen gates. but nothlng
tuomber bas been donc to utilîze (his
Immense force. There has been
somne (aIt of a puip mli being built
bore, but notbing delinîte la aB yot
knewn. Evcrythlng scema (o be fav-
orable te the successful carrylng eut
of sucb an -enterprise as there le an
almost unllmltcd supplY ot pulP ~Wood
c-lose at hand. w.ith cheap powver fer
running (he plant

A large expert I15h business Sa
donc by the Norman .FIsh Ce. Promn
(lie 15th of May (e t4pe middle of JulY
tant twenty-iive carloads of flsh and
about 150 itega of caviare were ship-
ped.

Previeus to 1891 (he Laite et the
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