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Rat Portage, the Saratoga of the
west, 18 8o well known to our readers
as a summer resort, that it would be
hard to say anything new about its
attractions, but the vast commercial
resources of the surrounding district
are, possibly, not so widely known,

The towns of Rat Portage and Kee-
watin are about three and « hul:  ‘ies
apart  with Norman, whici., s
now incorporated with the former,
about midway bttween  them,
All three places ave very pret-
tily situated on the shores
of Rat Portage bay at the tower end
of the Lake of the Woods. Rat Port-
age is the largest and most Import-
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pal portion of the timber is cut
along the Ralny river and its tribu-
tartes, although some Is got from the
Lake of the Woods districts. ‘The
logs are driven Qown stream to the
mouth of Rainy river where they ave
boumed and rafted and brought the
balance of the distance by tugs. The
sawn lumber i3 all pine, the tamarac
and cedar being used for tivs, posts
and telegraph poles, some the cedar
poles being 55 feet in length. This
company glves employment to nearly
1,000 men. Last winter it had seven-
teen logging camps besides two or
three tle camps running. The Kee-
watin Lumbering and Manufacturing

lishment s kept so clean that the
opportunity of being shown over it
should not be disregarded. In connecc-
tion with the mill there is a repaflr
shop and also- a barrel factory. The
wood used for making these barrels
is poplar, which iIs sald to bhe very
well suited to the purpose.

A third industry at Xeewatin is the
reduction works of the Ottawa Gold
Milling and Mining Co. Thls is a 20-
stamp mill, giving a capacity of sixty
tons of ore a day, and, like the saw
and {lour mills here, it is also run by
water power. At Rat Portage the
Dominion Gold Mining and Reduction
Co. also have a 20-stamp mill; A
visit through one of these plants §s
full of interest as showing the man- .
ner in which the gold is extracted
from the quartz,” After being crushed
and pounded, or ‘“stamped” almost to
a powder it is run on to slanting
tables, covered with quicksilver,which
attracts and retains the free gold. The
concentrates, or refactory ores, are
then separated from the worthless
material and ave treated elther by

Keenora Beach, Lake of the Woods,

ant of these, possessing a large numn-
ber of flourishing business establish-
ments. It is the supply depot for the
Lake of the Woods and Rainy River
districts, as well as an important di-
vigtonal point on the C. P, R. It is
a well buflt town, a large proportion
ot its bulldings being of brick or stone,
some of them being particularly hand-
some. It ha’r a good electric light,
and telephone service and a water-
works system has recently been con-
structed. Keewatin and Normcn have
cach several good stores.

Thege towns have long been known
as the greatest lumbering centre be-
tween the great lakes and the Pacific.
The Rat Portage Lumber Co. has
mills at Rat Portage and Norman
with a capacity of over elghty mil-
Mon feet for the scason. Owing to o
shortage of logs this year on account
of the low water, the mills have fost
considerable time, and under the
most favorable circumstances for the
balance of the season the cut canm;t
exceed forty milllon feet. The princl-

Co., own the saw mill at Keewatin,
which has a capaclty of about seven-
teen milllon feet ror the season, run-
ning about 110,000 feet 2 day. This
company employs about 160 men and
is thus one of the chief feeders to the
town.

Another Important industry at Kee-
watin is the large flour miil of the
T.ake of the Woods Milling Co. This
mill has a capacity of 3,000 barrels a
day, and the grain clevator adjoining
it has a storage room for (00,000
bushels. By means of a short canal,
an excellent water power has heen
secured. The machinery at present in-
stalled glves 2,000 horse power, which
{s only about half of the force avall-
able. This is one of the
targest flour mills in Canada,
and s kept running the year
round, the flour bvelng shipped away
as soon as manufactured. As would
be supposed, the old machinery s
constantly being replaced by the
newer patterns, and the whole estab-

the cyanide or chlorination process,
thus doing away entfrely with the ex-
pensive smelter treatment.

The Luake of the Woods region is
noted for its numerous waterpowers,
one of the largest of which is at Nor-
man. About five years ago the Kee-
watin Power Co. was formed to util-
ize this power and a dam constructed
containing fifteen gates, but nothing
further has been done to utilize this
immense force. There has been
some talk of a pulp mill being built
here, but nothing definite i8 as yet
known. Everything seems to be fav-
orable to the successful carrying out
of such an enterprise as there is an
almost unlimited supply of pulp wood
close at hand, with cheap power for
running the plant.

A large export fish business. is
done by the Norman Fish Co. From
the 15th of May to tne middle of July
last twenty-five carloads of fish and
about 150 Kkegs of caviare were ship-

ed. .
x)Pre\'lous to 1§94 the Lake of the
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